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Weather 

Outlook 


Unusually hot, dusty 
and hazy weather will 
continue throughout 
the Kingdom For the 
coming week, the 
Meteorological Department 
reported. 




Activities for 
the week 

• The French Embassy 
is holding an exhibition of 
French medical equip- 
ment, organized by the 
South of France Chamber 
of Industry 1 and Com- 
merce, at the Philadelphia 
Hotel, beginning Satur- 
day. Eighteen firms will 
participate. The exhibit 
will run through 27 April. 
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Israel rounds up Hamas 
activists as support for 
negotiations wains 


By Victor Kremer 

and agency repons 


AMMAN. YABAD. Israeli- 
Occupied West Bank — Alarmed 
by a series of bloody attacks over 
the past two weeks, Israeli 
authorities have arrested hun- 
dreds of suspected Hamas acti- 
vists in a sweep of the Occupied 
Territories. 

The Israeli crackdown coin- 
cided with accusations by senior 
Israeli officials, including Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and For- 
eign Minister Shimon Peres, that 
Iordan is providing Hamas with 
iogisticaJ support. 

Jordanian reaction to the 
Israeli allegations was swift and 
unequivocal. At an impromptu 
press conference Saturday eve- 
ning. His Majesty King Hussein 
rejected the Israeli claims as a 
propaganda stum. 

The purpose of these baseless 
allegations, the King told report- 
ers. "is to tarnish the credibility 
of Jordan." He characterized the 
charges as "baseless and 
humiliating." 

The King stressed Jordan's 
unwavering commitment to the 
decision taking at the 1974 Arab 
summit which recognized the 


PLO as “the sole legitimate rep- 
resentative of the” Palestinian 
people.” 

King Hussein linked Lhe 
Israeli claims with the ongoing 
siege of Aqaba. Both. he "said, 
are aimed at pressuring Jordan 
for "ambiguous objectives." 

in a separate statement, the 
Cabinet expressed its “astonish- 
ment and outraee at the sudden 


statements which point an accus- 
ing? fi 


J finger at Jordan.’ 

The Cabinet statement noted 
that the Israeli accusation 
"reflects the impotence of the 
Israeli government” in handling 
the rising violence in the Occu- 
pied Territories. 

Meanwhile. Hamas has 
repeated its vow to continue 
attacks against Israel. It called on 
all Arabs to avoid traveliog on 
Israeli buses and “to slay away 
from places where many Israelis 
gather” in coming days “so they 
will not be hit in our upcoming 
operations." 

At the same time Rabin and 
Peres were confronting Jordan. 1 
Israeli army and intelligence 
units were moving to arrest sus- 
pected Hamas members in raids 
from the Gaza Strip to the north- 
ern West Bank villages where 


the suicide bombers lived. 

Israeli forces arrested at least 
four youths in Yabad, the quiet 
mountainside village that was 
home to Ammar A mam eh who 
blew himself up along with five 
Israelis on a packed" commuter 
bus in Hadera a week ago. 

More than a dozen other sus- 
pects were picked up in the 
nearby village of Kabatiya, 
which was home to Ra'ed Zakar- 
neh. who. Israeli authorities say, 
drove a car packed with 160 kilo- 
grams of explosives, . propane 
tanks and nails into a commuter 
bus in Afula on 6 April. 

Israeli authorities reportedly 
arrested more than 400 suspected 
Hamas activists this week — 
more than half in the Gaza Strip 
and the remainder from the West 
Bank, particularly in the occu- 
pied Arab villages closest to 
Israel itself. 

The arrests came after Israeli 
negotiators — who are attempting 
to complete an agreement on 
implementing a peace plan for 
Palestinian autonomy — said they 
would never agree to PLO 
demands that Israel release 
Hamas prisoners, along with 
those from other Palestinian 
factions. 
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A Muslim cemetery bulldozed by Israelis: Muslim properties are being routinely desecrated 


Desecration in the Holy Land 


By Hamdan A1 Haj 

Special to The Star 


ISRAELIS HAVE confiscated and profaned countless Muslim shrines and properties in the 1948 ter- 
ritories, according to Sheikh Raed Salah, mayor oF Taybeh, a town near the Sea or Galilee. In an 
interview with The Star. Sheikh Salah decried Israel's callous attitude toward Islamic sites. “Muslim 
cemeteries have been bulldozed, and mosques have been converted into squvenir shops, bars and 
alcohol stores," he said. Sheikh Salah was in Amman to attend the ceremony marking the completion 
of restoration of the Dome of the Rock. “Would a Jew accept to have his synagogue converted into a 
cattle pen?” Sheikh Salah asked. He reviewed a long list of mosques that were converted into syna- 
gogues, or others which have been converted into restaurants, pubs, liquor shops, stores, museums 
and art ^allenes. “When a Jewish tomb is violated anywhere on earth, the Jews are not silent for one 
moment!" he said. Pointing to the experience of Safed, Sheikh Salah told The Star Jews have taken 
possession of and renovated scores of Muslim shrines, giving them Jewish names. These properties, 
slid Sheikh Salah, should be returned to their original Muslim owners, many of whom, he noted, are 
still living in Palestine. "Don’t Muslims have the right to maintain and preserve their endowments?" 

he asked. ■ 


Disillusionment with the peace 
process is spreading rapidly as the 
death toll in the Occupied Territo- 
ries grows and the negotiations 
move ahead at a snail's pace. 
Support for the peace process in 
Jordan has never been strong, but 
recent events have brought it tn 
an all-time low. 

In the Palestinian refugee camp 
of Baqaa, north of Amman, disap- 
pointment with the negotiations is 
pervasive. Jamil, a van driver 
from Baqaa, believes force is the 
only language Israel understands. 
“People here expect the situation 
in the future will be worse. Our 
leaders just sit around and talk, 
but there is no peace." hetold The 
Star. 

"Of course 1 don't support the 
peace process," says Maher, a 
barber. “1 am ready to fight the 
Israelis now. The way to liberate 
our land is by going back to our 
religion. Why? Because Palestine 
doesn’t belong to the Palestinians 
themselves, but to all Muslims. 
Our God will ask us on Judge- 
ment Day, ‘Why didn’t you liber- 
ate your land?'” 

Yusif was trained as an English 
teacher but today works as a man- 
ual laborer. "The problem is not 
with the people, it is with our 
leaders. They are afraid for their 
chairs. 1 can't explain the wide 
gap between what we think and 
what they do." 

Samir, a young man in his 
TAcnties, has no faith in Israel’s 
sincerity in the negotiations. 
"How can we be sure that Israel 
will withdraw from Gaza and Jer- 
icho?" he asks. “It took them 10 
years do leave Taba, and when 
they did they took everything, 
even the hotel.” 

“I've heard from people from 
Gaza that the Israelis haven't left 
they just moved their bases a few 
meters. How can we trust them?" 
he wonders. ■ 



wrm 

The Dome glitters under Jerusalem ’s skies 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — In the shadow of the lustrous gold Dome of the Rock, a small clutch of tele- 
vision technicians huddled next to a satellite truck Monday, beaming silent images of the imposing edifice 
into the crystal blue sky. 

It was a historic moment for the ancient shrine. Islam's third-holiest and a landmark of Jerusalem, which 
has been given a refurbished dome covered with plated gold, financed personally by His Majesty King 
Hussein ofJordan. The $8.25 million restoration of the dome was formally dedicated Monday. 

At the Amman ceremony marking completion of the 1 8-month-long restoration, King Hussein gave a 
speech standing in front of a cardboard replica of the Dome of the Rock. And in the shops and small restau- 
rants in the Muslim quarter of the Old City, King Hussein was monitored in scratchy radio broadcasts. 

King Hussein, who sold off part of his personal fortune to finance the renovation, declared that any peace 
agreement with Israel would have to restore Arab sovereignty to East -Jerusalem, which Israel captured in 
1967. “We say no to any peace formula that does not restore Arab sovereignty to Arab Jerusalem so that the 
whole city would eventually become a token and symbol of peace for all the faithful children of Abraham," 
King Hussein said 


Jerusalem is the cultural, religious and economic hub for nearly 2 million Palestinians who live in the 
it few 


. West Bank and Gaza Strip, but few of them could visit the Dome of the Rock Monday. Israel has sealed off 
ihe Occupied Territories, barring most Arab residents from entering Jerusalem, following a series of violent 
attacks on Israeli buses. 

“There are checkposts everywhere, and people can't leave their homes," said Khairi Dajani, a translator 
for the Islamic Waqf, the religious council that supervises the shrine. "On ordinary days there are hundreds 
of people here. But the PaJesu'm'ans are not allowed to enter Jerusalem now." 

The eight-sided dome, surrounded by glazed blue tiles, was completed in 691 by the Umayyad Caliph, 
Abdal Malik. The site includes the stone where it is said that Abraham prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac 
many centuries before. 

In recent years, the dome, last restored in 1956 with an aluminum roof, was leaking. The restoration by a 
Belfast-based firm required nearly 200 pounds of gold leaf, which was electroplated onto brass sheets in one 
of the largest such operations ever attempted. The gold finish is matte, not glossy, to avoid blinding reflec- 
tion. (For more coverage, see pages 4 and 5.) 


Christopher to bring 4 suggestions 9 
to ease Aqaba blockade 


ESSSSSKSS 


By Ben Wedeman 

Special to The Star 


US SECRETARY of State War- 
ren Christopher will "be bringing 
some suggestions for an easing” 
of the siege of Aqaba. Christo- 
pher, speaking at a satellite link 
news conference Wednesday, 
described Jordanian-US relations 
as “excellent," and indicated he 
expects the 1 peace process to 
make progress. 

Christopher will be travelling 
to tiie Middle East next week, 
and is expected to speak with 
officials in Jordan, Egypt, Syria 
and Israel. He described his trip 
as “routine,” and cautioned 
against expectations of a break- 
through in the peace process. 

"I look forward to meeting 
King Hussein some place during 
the course of this trip," Christo- 
pher said. He acknowledged 
"problems with respect to the sit- 
uation In the port of Aqaba, but 1 
hope to be bringing some sugges- 
tions for an easing of that prob- 



lem." The US understands “that 
the Iraqi sanctions have imposed 
a considerable burden on Jordan 
and we would like to find a way 


to ease that burden, and I’ll be 
talking with the King about that, 
but I would emphasise that 1 
think that the relationship 
between our two countries is 
excellent now.” 

Christopher was taking ques- 
tions from journalists in Amman, 
east and west Jerusalem. Beirut, 
Cairo and Damascus. 

Prior to responding to ques- 
tions, Christopher appealed for 
continued faith in the peace pro- 
cess. “We must not permit the 
extremists to throw this impor- 
tant process off track. It is a time 
when the other bilateral tracks 
need to make some progress." 


World 

Report 



Continued on page 2 


MARKET WATCH 

Highest and lowest performing stocks in Amman Financial Market 


16-19 AprA 


SATURDAY 


♦ Philadelphia Insurance 

♦ Delia Insurance 

♦ National Swel Industries 


♦ Jordan Precast CuiKrtK 

♦ Vehicle Owners Fed. 

♦ Livestock and Poulin - 



SUNDAY 


■ Jordan Precast Cpdctcic 

■ Jordan Int'l. Trade Cenier 

■ Philadelphia Insurance 


+ Livestock and Poultry 
+ Jordan Pbosphaie Mines 
♦ Business Bank 



MONDAY 


- Jordan- Kuwait Food & Ag. 
■ Jordan Ind. Materials 
1 Nimri Clothing 


♦ Arab Chemical Detergent 1 

♦ Universal Insurance 

♦ Public Mining 



TUESDAY 


♦ litoid Electricity 

♦ Jordan Int'l. Trade Center 

♦ Livestock and Poultry 


♦ National Diversified lnd. 

♦ Universal Insurance 

♦ Notional Textiles 



General Price Pointer 157.550 


15SL250 


15&2S0 


15W40 


Trade Volume 


JD 23 MA 54 


JD 1129.877 


JD 2330028 


Jt) 836.664 


Stock Volume 


693.770 


3MJ70 


712A75 


277,745 


Highest Traded Stocks 
♦ Philadelphia Insurant* . JO 324 J43 


♦ Jordan National Bank 


JD 193,468 + Jordan National Bank JD 419.698 -6 Jordan Islamic Bank 

it ACCESS 


AU data provided by 


JD 141,292 

Tel: 646868 Fax: 646949 


Ministry to issue regulations for 
tourism sector, Udwan 



AMMAN (Star) — Minister of Tourism Mr Mohammad Afash A1 
Udwan said the Government is committed to its privatization pol- 
icy, especially in the tourism sector. He told members of the 
Amman SKAL Club Wednesday that 
the Government is working td revive 
the tourism sector and put an end to the 
dash of interests within Government 
departments and between these depart- 
ments and the private sector. But he 
added that it is the responsibility of the 
Government and the private sector to 
work together to reform the tourism 
sector, which he predicted will become 
a major source of foreign income for 
the national economy in the coming 
years. 

At the Club’s monthly luncheon, held 
at the Regency Palace Hotel, Mr Udwan 
said his minisoy is pushing to issue a 
number of regulations that would regulate the various tourism- 
related businesses. He added while the 1988 Tourism Law is a 
good one, additional regulations and “tools” are needed to make it 
work. He said the ministry is planning to issue regulations for 
hotels, tourist guides, tourist transport and tourist operators and 
agents. 

Mr Udwan said that the private sector will be involved in draft- 
ing these regulations, which will stay in effect until a new law for 
tourism is passed. 

Mr Udwan said he is proposing to the Government to set up 
regional authorities for Petra and the Dead Sea to regulate tourism 
investments and organization in these areas. He added that the 
present infrastructure in these sites is not adequate to meet the 


Udwan 


Continued on page 2 
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De Klerk 
ruins race he 
knows he 


can 't win 

r 

By Paul Taylor 


SOWETO, South Africa — 

Behind knn warf agiant banner 

that read: “VVe made the 
change." lp~ front of him was a 
racially mixed crowd or 
browns, blacks And whites. 
There wasn't a heckler in the 
hatt,*nd President Frederik W 
de Klerk was In high spirits. 


* _‘T hope the television came- 
ras wfllpaa 


ras wilf pah bver this audience 
and showTbe country tonight 
what the new National Party 
looksUl^"hesakl,.beanihig 
from lhe staged a giant exhibi- 
tion bal L ; 

Saturday’s rally was one of 
(he few high spots along a 
haimpy ram hatgn (rail for the 
stoical de Klerk, who has been 
waging a dignified abdication 
for , the past four months, dis- 
guised as a hid for re-election. 


Continued on page 2 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 



Nabih Berrl visits Jordan 


■His Majesiv King Hussein recieved Sunday the Speaker of the Leba- 
nese Parliament Mr Nabih Beni and an accompanying delegation, who 
completed a five-day visit to the country Thursday. The King told Mr 
Bcrri that it was important for leaders from the executive and legisla- 
tive branches of government to meet to increase their common bond. 
Mr Bern's visit to this country was described by observers as impor- 
tant since Lebanon is one of the parties to the peace negotiations. The 
King said that it was essential for the parties to the talks with Israel to 
continue to coordinate with each other. Mr Berri said that the Leba- 
nese people thanked His Majesty for his positions towards Lebanon 
and Arab issues. Mr Bern who was in the country at the invitation of 
Speaker of the Lower MrTaher Al Masri. also met Prime Minister Dr 
Abdel Salam Majali who reaffirmed Jordan’s commitment to the sov- 
erignty and territorial integrity of Lebanon. Mr Berri said that his 
country's main concern is to establish security, stability and to rebuild 
his war-tom countrv. During his stay Mr Berri also met with Speaker 
of the Upper House Mr Ahmed Al Lawzi. The King conferred upon 
Mr Beni the Al Nahda medal of the First Order. 


Open up 
to new 
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Extra $3.4 for Jordan 

■ The US is to give Jordan an 
extra S3.4 million in aid through 
two amended agreements. The 
Minister of Planning Dr Zeid 
Farce z signed for the Jordanian 
side, while for the Americans it 
was the newly appointed US 
Ambassador to Jordan Mr Wes- 
ley W Egan and tbe US Agency 
International Development Direc- 
tor Mr William T Oliver. The 
amendment signed to the Techni- 
cal Services and Feasibility Stud- 
ies (TSFS) Project Agreement 
provides an additional grant of 
$2 million, raising total financing 
to SI 9.5 million. 

The TSFS Project is intended 
to help the public and private sec- 
tors in improving the efficiency 
of water use, environment and 
health. The TSFS Project will 
help to upgrade the Al Samra 
Wastewater Stabilization Ponds 
and provide technical assistance 
to the Al Amai National Cancer 
Center and the establishment of 
the National Blood Bank branch 
in West Amman. The TSFS par- 
tially financed the restoration of 
the Amman Giadel. the develop- 
ment of the Madaba Tourism 
Park, the excavations of the 
Byzantium church in Petra, and 
the renovation of resthomes in' 
Pella and Umm Qais. In housing 
and urban development, the 
TSFS financed the procurement 
of a geographical information 
system and the 1994 National 
Housing Survey for the Housing 
and Urban Development Corp. A 
second amendment to the agree- 
ment on tbe Agricultural Market- 
ing Development (AMD) Project 
provides an additional US contri- 
bution of SI. 4 million, raising 
total financing to $8 J million. 

AMD, which is being set up 
by the Agricultural Marketing 
Organization (AMO) and the 
newly established Exporters 
Association, aims at increasing 
fruit and vegetable exports. This 
is done by providing farmers 
with expertise in quality 
improvement, diversification 
and identification of export mar- 
kets. all of which are designed to 
raise Jordan's foreign exchange 
comings. 

Al making strides 

■ The general secretary of 
Amnesty 
International. 

Jordan sec- 
tion. Mr 
Tawiq Abu 
Baker said 
that “Arab 
people appre- 
ciated" the 
work of the 
organization 
in fighting violations of human 
rights in the Middle East. Speak- 



Ibrahim Khalaf & . 

Sons Trading Co. \ 

Company Profile 

Ibrahim Khalaf Jc Sons Trading Co. is a private company 
established in September of 1991. It is a company that aims to 
supply the Jordanian market with Quality food and confectionery 
items at reasonable prices. 

Our company represents a U.S. company named " Amurol Products " 
that is specialized in manufacturing kids confections and gum. We ^ 
represent several other European food companies, one of which is "Oxford Biscuits, 
which is a Danish company that manufactures Quality Biscuits "Cookies.” 




As mentioned above, the company is the Agent and 

distributor for: 
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1 . Bubble Tape & Tape 
Twisters. 

2. Bubble Beeper. 

3. Bubble Jug. 

4. Bubble Ouch 

5. Neon Strips. 


Tel: 680620 Fax: 
680628 P.O.Box 9651 
Amman - Jordan 


1. Oxford Digestive. 

1 Oxford Danish Butter 
Cookies. 

3. Oxford Gieam Crackers! 

4. Oxford Salted Crackers. I 



ing to the AJ annual conference 
in Loughborough. England, he 
said there are. 20 Al groups in 
Jordan. Most were set up in 1992 
after His Majesty King Hussein 
officially sanctioned them. He 
said the Jordan Section headquar- 
ters coordinates the activities of 
all the Al groups in Jordan. He 
added “the process of democracy 
which started in my country in 
1989 created an open atmosphere 
which enhanced (he work of the 
Al groups." Since the establish- 
ment of Al in Jordan “we have 
built contacts with numerous 
people through all kinds of com- 
munications discussing the con- 
cept and priority of human rights 
and the importance of participat- 
ing in the movement for human 
rights world-wide." Abu Baker 
said. During the 1980s. the 
period of the Cold War, Al was 
regarded among Arab intellectu- 
als as “a western organization 
serving the interests of the West 
by concentrating on the viola- 
tions of human rights in the 
Socialist bloc. All this changed 
now as evidenced by the AJ 
groups in Jordan." he continued. 
Today numerous people are com- 
ing to AFs offices in Jordan to 
join but the “Middle East mem- 
bership department at the Al Sec- 
retariat advised us to concentrate 
on training and strengthening our 
membership rather than accept- 
ing new ones, at a pace which 
they may not be able to absorb," 
he concluded. 

Personalities to go 
to Germany 

■ The German-based Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation has invited 
six Jordanian personalities to 
visit Germany between 20 and 
30 April. They include: Mr 
Ahmad Obeidat, member of the 
Senate and former prime minis- 
ter, deputy Abdel Karim Al 
Dughmi, Mr Majid Ghanma, a 
judge at the' Court of Cessation 
and of the High Court, Mr 
Hashim Al Tal. head of the Pub-, 
lie Attorney’s Office, Dr 
Mohammad Ghazawi, Dean of 
the Faculty of Law and Dr Walid 
Al Goussous. also a Professor of 
Law at'fhe University of Jordan. 
The visit is a study tour designed 
to acquaint them with "the 'legal' 
and political system of Germany. 
The program includes visits to 
Germany's courts — the Federal 
Constitutional Court and the Fed- 
eral Supreme Court. There will 
also be meetings with members 
of the Bundestag and the states' 
parliament and officials of the 
Federal Chancellor's Office. 
They will visit Berlin, Branden- 
burg. Bonn, Treves, Karlsruhe 


I spent a year trying to get 
the boss an invitation and 
now he’s gone without me! 
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aud Heidelburg. 

Poll favors Netanyahu 

■ A recent poll puts support for 
Likud boss Binyamin Netanyahu 
ai 44 percent while support for 
Israel’s Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, is at 38 percent. Eighteen 
percent of tbe respondents polled 
were still undecided as to who to 
vote for. Does this mean that 
Israelis are becoming more and 
more against the peace process, 
or is it because they want to see 
the implementation of Gaza- 
Jericho quickly? Whatever the 
case, it prompted Netanyahu to 
say that if he was elected prime 
minister, be would not be under 
any obligation to implement any 
accord reached between the PLO 
and the Labor government over 
tbe Occupied Territories. He did 
say however, that Likud would 
only be prepared to grant auton- 
omy to the Palestinians within the 
framework of Israeli sovereignty. 
Israel has lost 17,955 soldiers 
since 1948 as a result of its wars 
with the Arabs; there are 64.793 
handicapped as a result of war. 


while 79,473 suffered psycholog- 
ical trauma who are presently 
being cared for by the rehabilita- 
tion center of the Israeli Defense 
Ministry. 

Conferences 

■ An International Environmen- 
tal Law conference will be held 
at the Forte Grand Amman 
between 3-4 May. The event is 
jointly organized by the Jorda- 
nian Society for the Control of 
Environmental Pollution. tbe 
Goethe Institute and the Frei- 
dreich Naumann Foundation. 
The theme of the conference will 
cover environmental law issues 
in conjunction with European 
Community Law who are hoping 
to build a model for European 
Cooperation. Participants will 
include people from: Jordan, Pal- 
estine, Egypt Morrocco. Leba- 
non. Syria, Turkey and T'insia. 
Topics discussed will include the 
participation of citizens in Envi- 
ronmental protection. European 
Union environmental standards. 


environmental violations, and 
environmental laws in Arab coun- 
tries. The conference will be 
concluded with a panel discus- 
sion on ways of coowradon 
between Europe and the Middle 
East in environmental policies 
and legislation. 

■ A regional NGO workshop on 
‘Promoting women in public life 
will be held between 23-25 April 
near the Dead Sea. Organized by 
AM ID EAST. Amman, the work- 
shop will discuss the role and 
development of women in public 
life through education, informa- 
tion and development programs 
to help women’s NGOs play a 
more effective role in their own 
countries. Women from Jordan. 
Egypt, Morocco, Lebanon. Tuni- 
sia. and Yemen will be participat- 
ing. At the end of the workshop 
on 25 April AMID EAST will 
hold a reception for the partici- 
pants at me InterContinental 
Hotel in Amman. AMIDEAST is 
a private non-profit organization 
promoting understanding and 
cooperation between Americans 
and the people of the Middle 
East 


Christopher brings ‘suggestions’ 


Continued from page 1 

Referring to the upcoming 
round of multilateral peace talks 
due to take place in Washington 
next month. Christopher said “I 
hope that the parties will not just 
come to discussions, but come to 
discussions ready to make the 
har d decisions that need to be 
made to move peace forward." 

In what appeared to be an 
'attempt to persuade journalists to 
support .'the peace process, Chris- 
topher said in his opening state- 
ment that journalists “have a big 
responsibility to help the people 
in the region understand that they 
have an opportunity now for 
peace.- Journalists have a respon- 
sibility and an opportunity to edu- 
cate, to convince the people there 
that the parties need to sit down 
at the table and negotiate, that 
they also need to make hard deci- 
sions. Decisions of this kind are 
not made without some painful 
compromises.” 
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Christopher appeared cau- 
tiously optimistic about progress 
in raik< between Jordan and 
Israel The two countries, he 
noted, “have agreed to an agenda, 
they have worked out a good deal 
of the language. King Hussein 
has indicated that he thought the 
final signature should be the 
crowning achievement rather 
than done prematurely or in 
advance, and of course we can 
only respect that point of view. 
Israel and Jordan have continued 
to be in touch. We hope that there 
can be progress on die economic 
ties between the two countries." 

Referring to Israeli allegations 
of Jordanian “logistical support" 
for Hamas and Jordan’s 
response. Christopher said “I was 
reassured by King Hussein’s 
comments..., and I think we are 
going to see some resolute action 
on [Jordan’s] part.” Amman “cer- 
tainly does not want to be hospit- 
able to the terrorists, or to do any- 
thing or have anything done on 
its territory which promotes ter- 
rorism . or extremism." He 
expressed concern with what he 


called “the waves of terrorism 
and the claims of responsibility 
that we’ve had from some of the 
extremist groups." 

Christopher said he would wel- 
come participation by Hamas in 
the peace process, but added that 
he didn't see any signs that the 
group is ready to change its oppo- 
sition to a negotiated settlement 

Christopher downplayed 
reports of an impending break- 
through between Syria and Israel. 
“I want to emphasize that the US 
is not preparing any package. Our 
job is to tty to facilitate the nego- 
tiations between the parties." He 
did say. however, that- 'Syrian 
Resident Hafez Assad arid Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
“are looking forward to exchang- 
ing views through my 
mediation." 

Christopher said the US has 
been pressing Israel and the PLO 
to quickly conclude their current 
negotiations in Cairo with an 
agreement on the establishment 
of an interim Palestinian author- 
ity. “The people in the West 
Bank deserve to see some 
progress on the ground, rather 
than just the pieces of paper 
which have been signed between 
the parties.” he said. ■ 
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Tourism regulations 

Continued from page 1 

expected rise in the number of visitors in the coming years. 

He said a study has been commissioned by the ministry and the Jor- 
dan Valley Authority (JVA) to propose a comprehensive tourism 
development plan for the Dead Sea area. That study will be made pub- 
lic after three months, he added. 

The minister said problems over Aqaba's south shore are being 
worked out between the ministry and the Aqaba Regional Authority 
(ARA) and that investors will be invited soon to set up projects in that 
undeveloped area of the sea resort 

Mr Udwan said the role or the Government will be to provide legis- 
lative coverage and infrastructure for tourism-related investments. 
That’s why. he said, the ministry has suspended issuing any new per- 
mits for developments in Petra until the Government becomes capable 
of meeting the rising infrastructural demands. 

' He reiterated the Government’s intention to privatize Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ) and said t he mi nistry is studying ending the tourist land 
transport company. JETT, monopoly by giving licenses to other 
companies. 

Mr Udwan called upon the private sector to train Jordanians in tour- 
ism to help solve the problem of unemployment. 

Members of SKAL Club are Jordanian professionals directly 
involved in tourism. ■ 
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Sidqi to 
visit Jordan 

in May 


Egyptian 




wishes to share in the joy ^ 

°f 

His Majesty King 
Hussein 

over the completion of the 
renovation of the Dome of the Rock 
Mosque in Jerusalem 


AMMAN (Scan- 
Prime Minister 
Dr Atef Sidqi 
will visit Jor- 
dan on 3 May 

to head the 

Egyptian side 

in the meetings 
of the Higher 
Jordanian- 
Egyptian Joint 
Committee. 

During his — - 

visit. Dr Sidqi Sidqi 

will conduct 
high-level talks with ihe Prim 
Minister Dr Abdel Salam Majali 
*" umber °f bilateral agreements 
and protocols, especially in the 
economic field will be , ign ™ 
during the visit. ■ ^ 




Continued from page 1 

The pretense has fooled no 
one, least of all de HerkJBnt 
under the unforgiving code or 
the poli ti dan’s craft, he cannot 
speak honestly of fais predica- 
ment, at least not until after 
the election. So for now, he 
amply invokes a catchall 
phrase about the shngs and 
Jrrows of a fortune that, to 

some degree, he brought on 
himself: “Cowboys don t cry. 

Four years ago, de Klerk 
stunned the world by releasing 
Nelson Mandela from 
removing the ban on all black 

liberation groups and scrap- 

ping the system of institutional- 
ized racism, known 3S apart- 
heid, that his party bad 
invented four decades earlier. 

At the time, he warned crit- 
ics ^ admirers alike that no 
one should expect him to nego- 
tiate Hims elf out of power. 

Then he did precisely that. 

As a result, Mandela is the 
heavy favorite to win Smith 
Africa's first-ever all-races 
election 26-28 April, and de 
Klerk is likely to wind up as 
one of his two vice presidents 
but with no presen bed pow- 
ers in a coalition govern- 

ment that will assume power 
next month. . . 

De Klerk’s original vision 
back in 1990 was that he could 
negotiate a new political order 
that would give whites— who 
make up 13 percent of the 
country’s population but con- 
trol its economy, its military 
establishment and its dvfi ser- 
vice — some form of minority ^ 
veto over black-majority rule. 

He proposed a variety of 
constitutional devices, from a 
rotating presidency to super- 
majorities Tor cabinet dedsi on- 
making. One by one. all were 
cast aside, as Mandela’s Afri- 
can National Congress turned 
out to be a far more dogged 
negotiating partner than de 
Klerk had envisioned. 

Rather than corse his miscal- 
culation. the pragmatic de 
Klerk struck the best deal he 
could get, then took to the cam- 
paign trail and began selling it 
as the very thing he had in 
mind all along. 

He now campaigns as the 
father of South Africa's new 
Bill of Rights and constitu- 
tional court, telling audiences 
that they win provide guaran- 
tees against the tyranny of the 
majority. “We have cut the 
power of politicians down to 
size so they will never again be 
able to suppress the rights df 
individuals or groups, as they 
did in the past," he said last 
week. 

It would seem a dangerous 
allusion for a man whose party 
created and ruthlessly enforced 
apartheid. But de Klerk wants 
the voters to vote for the “new 
National Party'’ — tbe one that ¥• 
“made the change’* and 
“wrung the neck or apartheid.’* 

‘Tie is a deeply religious 
man,” a long-time associate 
said. “He believes that he has 
cleansed his own soul and his 
party's, and he seems to think 
the whole country should for- 
get the past and applaud the 
transformation. I’m not sure 
human nature works that 
way.” De Klerk, too, cannot 
have many illusions about the 
way human nature works — 
not after what he has been 
through in this campaign. 

When he has ventured into 
the u nfam i li ar turf of a black 
township — as he has more 
during this campaign then he 
ever did during the four prior 
years of his presidency — he 
has been heckled, jostled and, 
on one occasion, hit in the neck 
by a small stone. 

Mandela pummels him from 
one end of the country to the 
other as a man who Is “weak 
and indecisive” and who has 
“connived” in the killing or 
thousands of blacks. 

Conservative whites call him 
a traitor. Liberal whites con- 
sider it “pure breathtaking 
cheek,” in the words of Demo- 
cratic Party leader Zacb de 
Beer, for de Klerk to claim 
erwht for ending apartheid. ~ , 

For the most part, de Klerk ▼ 
nas not lashed back. A skilled 
lawyer before he entered poli- 
de Klerk loves tbe rough 
and tumble of political arenT 
ment. Yet there has been a 
stamge flatness to his cam- 
paign. Last week, during a tele- 
vised debate with Mandela, the 
normally combative de Klerk 
avowed himself to be treated as 

Oneexjtianistion is that — as 

so often happens at the end of 

epochs — he has run out or 
mteHmuai steam. Another is 

that he sees his role as the 

author and protector of a Us- 
brekerin 

Is still a fragile woi 
progress. Another 
any clever tmderii 
doesn't want to ge 
wrong side of the 1 
^rtnrday'smultin 
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Taking a stand on Jerusalem 

■ The celebrations that took place this week to commemorate 
completion of the third Hashemite restoration of the Dome 
of the Rock and A1 Aqsa mosques ’ 
should not be regarded as a symbolic 
gesture, or as paying lip service to Jeru- 
salem and its holy places, because it is 
not. His Majesty King Hussein, who 
donated the funds to complete the resto- 
ration, has shifted our attention from 
the small, often insignificant, sideshows 
of the peace process to the crux and 
heait of the Arab-Israeli conflict: The 
fate of Jerusalem and the rights of the 
people of Palestine. 

It is no wonder that King Hussein 
occupies a special place among other Arab and Muslim leaders 
in championing the cause of Jerusalem. His great grandfather 
and leader of the Great Arab Revolt, Sharif Hussein Ben Ali, 
was not dissuaded from his commitment to the cause of Pales- 
tine. His final resting place beside Jerusalem's walls is a remin- 
der of the Hashemites' historic covenant to defend and protect 
the noble city. King Hussein's grandfather and founder of mod- 
em Jordan, King Abdallah, followed in his father's footsteps in 
standing up to conspiracies against the Arabs and Jerusalem. It 
was his destiny to fall, killed by a traitor's bullets, just a Few 
meters from A1 Aqsa and Dome of the Rock. 

By celebrating the restoration of those two holy shrines, King 
Hussein has focused Lhe light once again on the cause of Jerusa- 
lem. “No peace without Jerusalem,” he said. A simple but tell- 
ing statement. What value would be peace be to us if Arab Jeru- 
salem and its ancient mosques and churches remain under 
Israel’s control? Whp would dare honor and protect such a 
peace if its price is handing Jerusalem to its occupiers? 

It is a sad fact of gur political history that King Hussein finds 
himself today a lonely fighter among the rest of Arab and Mus- 
lim leaders in defending so tenaciously the cause of Jerusalem. 

- We as Jordanians felt proud that King Hussein has shared with 
• ^ us that moment; a moment in time when a dream he cherishes 
so dearly became true in our minds and hearts. We saw Jerusa- 
lem free, a jewel among dues, defiant and proud, belonging not 
to racist occupiers, but to the whole world. And we could hear, 
for that brief moment, the chimes of its bells and the echoes of 
'the muezzens' calls for prayer. And it was at that particular 
moment the darkness which has so characterized our recent his- 
tory’ was chased away by the light from the mosque's golden 
dome. If we, as Jordanians, have learned a lesson, it is not to 
despair. Arabs and Muslims should learn that too. 

A case of political disinformation 

■ The unified command of the Wahdah and Hashd parties has 
issued a strong statement on the occasion of the fifth anniver- 
sary of the “April 1989 Uprising," which ushered in the demo- 
cratic reforms that Jordan enjoys today. Not all Jordanians agree 
that the “uprising” and the democratic process are directly 
linked. Not everybody agrees with the terra “uprising." For 
some it was a protest by an underprivileged group of Jordanians 
who took to the streets to show their dismay over Government 
financial measures. It was called “food riots," “uprising," and 
“protest," among others. It is true that democratic reforms were 
introduced soon afterwards, but to say that democracy was the 
main demand of the people of the south that April is an 
exaggeration. . . _ . _ - - 

But this ij not a bone of contention— tfie . unified statement is. " 
Somehow its authors managed to lump together -die uprising, 
democracy, regression in democracy, tire sales tax and finally 
the IMF and the World Bank. Having done all that, the authors 
then moved to attack the peace process and Jordan's role in it. 

The two political parties have die right under democracy to 
express their opinions and criticize the Government. But under 
democracy, political parties should accept counter-critidsm. 
too. Their message is a public one, and therefore the public 
: deserves to hear refutations from those who beg to differ. 

■ It is not true that democracy is in retreat in Jordan. It is true, 
however, that the democratic process is going through a cyclical 
stage of regression and self-evaluation. Democracy is not about 
moving forward all the time, but rather about moving in the 
right direction. 

It is impossible to propose a democratic formula that pleases 
everyone. Democracy is evolution in a civilized, as opposed to 
bloody, manner. But there are facts on the ground that we, as 
Jordanians, must deal with. Among them is the failure of politi- 
cal parties, other than the mainstream Islamist parties, to influ- 
ence Jordanian politics. That is not democracy's fault, but rather 
the message of most of these parties and their mouthpieces. 

The controversy over the sales tax is a dead issue, as far as 
we are concerned. We believe the Government may have failed 
to present and manage its case adequately. But to throw around 
conspiracy theories about World Bank and IMF takeovers of 
Jordan, as the parties have done, is an insult to our intelligence. 
Jordan must undergo legislative and administrative reforms, as 
well as democratic ones. The sales tax, taken as an item in a tax 
reform package, makes sense and will not undermine Jordanian 
society, as some political parties are saying. 

Finally, we do not agree that Jordan has impaired the Pales- 
tinian cause bv entering iDto negotiations with Israel. Jordan 
was the only country who did more than any other to provide 
the Palestinians with the necessary “umbrella'’ to enter into 
face-to-face negotiations with their enemy. That confrontation 
led to the Palestinians’ taking their own independent route after- 
wards which culminated in the Oslo agreement between the 
PLO and IsraeL Jordan had nothing to. do with that agreement 
and today the Palestinians are free to decide their own future 
and assume responsibility for their own destiny. 

On the other hand, Jordan continues to resisr attempts to 
force it to sign a unilateral agreement with Israel at the expense 
of Syria and the Palestinians. Its principled position is the pri- 
mary cause for its hardship, as exemplified in the US-led block- 
ade on Aqaba. 
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New hospital to be 
built at JUST 

IRBID PROVINCE awaits the unwrapping of its most recent gift— the 
$50 million King Abdullah Hospital- The hospital will .support 1 .Aid s 
health sector and the Jordan University of Science and TMtaotatt s 
(JUST) medical department. The hospital would also serve as the stu- 

^Tbe ^St^'s^^b^ween JUST and Spanish cjwsouaion 
mam Fnrrecanaies who secured the tender in November 1993. Con- 
struction began ai the end of January and should not Utke more than 

f0 AS^^v 0 ^°&i. 

Emba^ in Amman, the project is in lute wtth the Jordanian Govera- 
£o!2r WKawmJed to» subcontractor Cubieras. a year mo. 

study and will many other foreign and Arab 

coSSM. £ — “ 

the lowest bidder, at European Community, 

Development 

Dw-afs sr of Enandn8 

h^'twXMAsMS-^^^^dori^Td^rocureraent of hos- 
The project has i two prices second phase is expected to cost 

pita! hosoiti and ^university form an mte- 

another S-0 King Abdullah Hospital pro- 

sector. ■ 


His Majesty King Hussein met Lebanese Parliament Speaker Mr Nabth Berri, Sunday. Minister Bern was on a five-day visit to 
Jordan. He also met the Prime Minister Dr Abdel Salam Mctjali and other high ranking officials. ( See Jordan Week) 


Mamdouh Salameh 

Oil could dip below $ 1 0 a barrel 
when Iraq resumes production 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Dr Mam- 
donh Salameh is a renowned 
oil economist and a consultant 
for the World Bank in Wash- 
ington, a t«*finirni expert with 
the Vienna-based United Na- 
tions Industrial and Develop- 
ment Organization (UNIDO). 
The Irbid-born oil expert, who 
is visiting Jordan, talked thin 
week to The Star's Osama El 
Sherif and Dr Marwan A1 As- 
mar on the future of OPEC, 
Iraq’s return to the oil export- 
ing dub and regional conflicts 
in the Golf. Excerpts follow: 


What is happening with the 
oil market? Why is OPEC hav- 
ing such a hard time maintain- 
ing oil quotas and raising oil 
prices? 

Presently, there is a glut of oil 
in the market, since ail the mem- 
bers of OPEC, with the exception 
of Iraq, are producing at full; 
capacity. With the decline in oil 
prices, they are losing revenues 
for oil exports. And as a result of 
that they have to compensate for 
low prices by over-production. 
Added to this are the new tech- 
nologies in oil exploration which 
have improved the production of 
oil in the non-OPEC countries. 
The Saudis are not going to 
reduce their current production in 
the foreseeable future, because if 
they reduce their production at 
the current oil prices, they may 
run a deficit of S30 billion by 
1998. They have already reduced 
their budget by 20 percent and 
still their oil revenue does not 
cover that budget. Of course 
there is a major element which 
they, together with other Gulf 
countries, have in common, 
which is spending on armaments. 
The projection for arms spending 
between 1993-2000 is expected 
to be $250 billion if Iraq is 
included, or $225 billion if Iraq is 
dol Out of that $108 billion will 
be spent in hard cash on arms 
purchases. 

Will OPEC survive in the 
coming years? 

To answer this point 1 will 
give you a bit of background. In 
July 1990, a few days before the 
Gulf War, Iraq managed to 
impose a reference price of $21 
per barrel on OPEC, despite pro- 
tests from Saudi Arabia, which is 
the swing producer, and that 
reflected the growing influence 
of Iraq at that stage. After the 
Gulf War, Saudi Arabia got back 
its influence within OPEC, and 
they are determined not to reduce 
their production to maintain their 
lion's share from Iraq’s produc- 
tion. Having said that, there are 
voices now, even in Saudi Ara- 
bia, questioning the importance 
of staying in OPEC. And their 
question is if they stay in OPEC 
after Iraq comes back, eventually 
they will have to reduce their 
production along with other 
members to accommodate Iraq. 

If they agree to do that, the price 
of oil .will not be adversely 
affected, but if Saudi Arabia. 
Iran, UAE and particularly 
Kuwait insist on maintaining 
tbeir quotas when Iraq rejoins the 
oil export market, then we are 
looking at a further decrease in 
oil prices, possibly dipping below 
$10. The Saudis remember when 
In 1984 Ecuador suspended its 
OPEC membership because Brit- 
ish Petroleum discovered new oil 
reserves there and they did not 
want to be tied up by their quota. 
Venezuela might be toying with 
the idea of tying itself more to 
NAFTA and the US, since the 
bulk of their exports go to the US 
and they have refineries inside 
the US and Europe for which 
they can provide their own heavy 
erode and sell it as a finished 


product. For the first 
time the Saudis are 
starting to hint about 
the benefits of stay- 
ing out of OPEC. 

They say if we 
leave, we might be 
able to reach a 
capacity of 10 to II 
million barrels a day 
by the year 2000. 

But haiing said 
that, what is the 
future of OPEC as 
a cartel? 

The western 
■ media call it a cartel, 
but in fact it is not a 
cartel, because if it 
were a cartel it could 
impose better disci- 
pline. It remains as a 
defender of stable 
oil ; prices., in. jhe 
worjd, aod'With that 
iB rmpd/jhey man-., 
aged to survive Salameh 
despite the Gulf 
War. The only hope 
is that if the Saudis remain in 
OPEC, it can survive for many 
years to come. Of course, OPEC 
realizes that although it is a 
power to be reckoned with, they 
can no longer be as powerful as 
they were during the 1973 and 
1979 oil crises; they can't impose 
their will on the world, because 
of non-OPEC members. 

What is the role of the indus- 
trialized nations, the non- 
OPEC members and the new- 
comers into the oil market? 

OPEC has to take the new pro- 
ducers into account because 
although they are rot major pro- 
ducers so far, the smaller produc- 
ers [working together] can mus- 
ter a sizable production level. 
Russia is a strong card, but my 
projection for Russian oil pro- 
duction is that it is going down. 
By the year 2010 they might not 
even be able to reach the level of 
production they reached in 1987 
and 1988, which is 12.5 million 
barrels a day. First, they need 
huge investments in their Siber- 
ian oil fields and with the politi- 
cal tension in Russia, even the 
western donors who are support- 
ing [Boris] Yeltsin are hesitant to 
spend billions of dollars without 
knowing where it wifi all end. 
Cambridge Energy Research in 
the US forecast that the major 
western oil consumers will have 
to spend more Lhan $50 billion 
over the next 10 years to main- 
tain Russia's production at the 
current level, never mind increas- 
ing iL Another reason is that you 
need to buy technology and you 
need to buy equipment and these 
do not come cbeap. For every $1 
billion the- [western countries] 
give they want so much in return. 
Also there isn’t yet a legal frame- 
work for foreign oil companies to 
work in Russia. All these ques- 
tions have to be addressed before 
we can start talking about a 
major Russian comeback in the 
oil industry. These are my calcu- 
lations and these are supported 
by independent oil experts as 
well. I personally do not think the 
Russians wilt be able to go back 
to more than 10 million barrels a 
day, which is 2Ji million barrels 
short of their 1987/88 production 
levels. If by the year 2010 Saudi 
Arabia will be producing 12 mil- 
lion barrels a day, the Saudis mil 
be the number one producer in 
the world. They have already 
overtaken Russia. Russia has 
been producing just around seven 
million barrels a day, or dipping 
under that [figure]. They are 
exporting about 1.5 to two mil- 
lion barrels a day, although 
sometimes it dips even to one 
million- If it weren’t for their 
stagnant economy, they would 



have consumed even that, and 
there would have been no [Rus- 
sian oil] expons. But the wild 
cards are the small newcomers 
like Vietnam and others. 

What about the central 
Asian republics? 

They are oil-rich and again the 
same logic applies, although to a 
lesser extent than in Russia. They 
need foreign investment but don’t 
have the same political tensions 
as Russia, so to some extent the 
situation there is much more 
favorable. More investment is 
coming into central Asia than in 
Russia, and at a speedier rate. 

Bnt is there a conspiracy 
from the industrialized world 
to undermine OPEC? 

1 would not venture to talk 
about conspiracy. There is an 
integration between economic 
growth and demand for oil and 
energy. For a countiy like China, 
for instance, with a growth rate 
of nine Lo 10 percent per annum, 
the coefficient is 1.07. In other 
words, for every one percent In 
GDP growth there is 1.07 per- 
cent growth in oil demand. That 
is why China has become , an 
importer of oil for the first time 
in its history. 1 do not subscribe 
to the conspiracy theory because 
the major consumers in Europe, 
the US and Japan have different 
foreign policies. For instance, if 
they produce oil [like Britain], 
they will support a higher price 
[of oil]. Germany, France and 
Japan import 100 percent of their 
oil, so they support a low oil 
price. The US realizes a low oil 
price regenerates its economy, 
but if the price goes down it 
demolishes its indigenous oil 
industry and that is politically 
unacceptable. 

But why are the Saudis not 
doing enough to increase oil 
prices? 

Because they have interests to 
keep the prices low to enable the 
various producers, in particular 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and UAE, 
to spend on armaments, the bulk 
of which is going to American 
companies. The American 
ambassador in Riyadh as well as 
in Kuwait can dictate his terms ... 
but eventually the price of oil can 
in no way remain that low. 
because by definition if it is that 
low, it enhances the global 
demand for it, and because of this 
you need extra production capac- . 
ity. If you don't invest in that you 
wifi be in a mess eventually, and 
if you do and the western coun- 
tries succeed in a breakthrough 
which diminishes the importance 
of oil we will end up with a huge 


white elenhanL So whaL I am say- 
ing is do not be fools. OPEC 
members. If you warn to invest, 
let the West invest with you 50 
percent, let them have a stake as 
welL 

Is the search for alternative 
sources to oil getting 
anywhere? 

When I am talking about a 
breakthrough, there is nothing 
definitive yeL But the western 
world never stopped searching 
for alternative sources to oil since 
the first oil crisis of 1973. They 
have not succeeded, but that does 
not mean that they will not even- 
tually succeed. To start with, the 
bulk of oil worldwide is used in 
transportation. The US and the 
OECD countries, the Germans 
and the Japanese, have already 
produced cars which work dually 
on batteries and gas for short 
trips and in using it they are 
reducing pollution. Ina few years 
■ this wifi have an adverse impact 
on the demand for oil Added to 
this is the fact that western coun- 
tries are already getting out of 
one barrel of oil more than the 
producer. For instance, if you 
take France, Germany. US, Japan 
and Britain, if the price of crude 
oQ is $12, by the time it reaches 
the consumer you are paying I 
would say without exaggeration 
five times more. Where is that 
money going? Of course parr of it 
goes to refineries, part of it to 
transport, but the bulk of it is 
going as taxes. 

How do you see the future of 
the Gulf region? Will we see 
more conflicts there? 

There are more than 24 major 
disputes in the Arabian Penin- 
sula, the most important which 
resulted in the Iran-lraq War. The 
second Gulf War to all appear- 
ances was [waged] to liberate 
Kuwait apd defend Saudi Arabia, 
but in fact, the western coalition 
went there to -destroy Iraq’s mili- 
tary machine and its nuclear 
capability. Why? Because in the 
regional seose, if Iraq acquires 
nuclear weapons it will be the 
prime power in the Middle East, 
and can impose its will on the oil 
producers, including the Saudis. 
Another thing is that Iraq would 
have nullified the trump card ... 
Do you think a man like Arafat 
would have dared to accept a triv- 
ial accord with Israel on the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho if Iraq’s mili- 
tary power was still intact? 

Why do the sanctions against 
Iraq continue? 

The sanctions will continue 
until Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
pay for the weapons in hard cash, 
that is one reason. Saddam Huss- 
ein is their main political target, 
bnt they also realize in a geo- 
political sense that if Saddam 
Hussein goes ... and we get a 
democratic [regime] in Iraq, 
would it accept the no-fly zone? 
W ould it accept to pay compensa- 
tion for damages in Kuwait? If 
we get a weak leader would we 
guarantee that Iraq would. not be 
fragmented into southern Iraq 
and into Kurdistan? And if that 
happens, what would stop Iran 
from eventually moving in on the 
pretext of helping the Shiites? 
And if that happens, would not 
Turkey be tempted to occupy the 
north and its oil field? What 
would happen to Saudi Arabia? 

It will bring Iran and Turkey to 
its border and that is more dam- 
aging than having Saddam... That 
is why there could be a rapport 
eventually between Saudi Arabia 
and Iraq to face Iran and possibly 
Turkey. 

When win Iraq return to the 
ofi market? 

It is difficult to say, but I can . 


The $2 billion Aqaba blockade 

■ Aqaba Port Is an essential component of the Jordanian eco- 
nomic infrastructure. Its economic value comes from the fact that 
every metric ton unloaded in the port generates a minimum of JD 
25 of income to Jordan's economy. 

The port provides jobs to over 5500 Jordanian workers. In spite 
of the inspection of Aqaba-bound ships by US and French navies, 
the port remains an important crossing point for thousands of 
Egyptian workers on their way to Egypt or their host countries in 
the Gulf. Last year, the port serviced over 2.5 million transit pas- 
sengers, most of them Egyptians. As a result, a plan is being 
implemented to expand the passenger facilities in Aqaba in order 
to accommodate more passenger traffic. The port will add a new 
JD 12 million pier that will allow 12 ships to dock, expanding the 
present docking set-up which accommodates only 3 ships. Since 
the trade sanctions were imposed against Iraq, traffic at the port of 
Aqaba has slowed down substantially. 

The ongoing inspection of Aqaba-bound ships has forced a 
□umber of important liners to cancel Aqaba from their ports of 
call. Indirect and direct losses, accumulating since the Gulf War, 
were recently estimated to have reached JD 2 billion. His Majesty 
King Hussein was prompted to make Jordan's participation in the 
peace process contingent to ending the blockade. Jordanian trade 
through Aqaba continues to be victimized by the US-led inspec- 
tion. The US is considered the main enforcer of inspection proce- 
dures under the UN’s Security Council Resolution 661 . 

JOCON: Jordan’s construction bazaar 

■ Hikmat International, organizer of Jordan's first international 
trade shows, launched their fourth annual JOCON industry show 
in Amman today. JOCON. according to the 

organizer, has been a successful construction 
industry show promoting the services and prod- 
ucts available in the construction market. Held 
annually in the Amman International Fair 
grounds in Maij El Hamam, JOCON attracted 
over 60 exhibitors this year. Companies from 
Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, United Arab Emi- 
rates, Tunisia, Germany and Italy are 
participating. 

“For the first time we have on display central 
heating systems that are new to the Jordanian Huanat 
market,” says a spokesman for Hikmat International. Tunisia’s 
participation is through ceramic, construction and chemical manu- 
facturers. Among the Saudi participants is the major construction 
company. Ad Zaira I Group. Egyptian presence is led by the Arab 
Contractors Co. and Othman Ahmad Othman and Partners. For- 
eign companies have on display water purification systems and 
various heavy machinery. 

Jordanian-British trade 

■ A British delegation of 20 companies will visit Amman 

between 22 and 26 April, to encourage trade between the two 
countries. Another British delegation is expected to arrive in ; 
Amman between 13 and 16 May. j 

Meanwhile, British ambassador to Jordan Mr Peter Hinchliffe, j 
Deputy Governor of the Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Dr Michel 
Marto, and a number of Jordanian business people will participate : 
in a special conference, organized by the British Foreign Ministry, 
to be held on 28 April in London. The conference will cover trade 
and various economic issues relating to Jordan. 

Trade between Jordan and Britain has increased substantially 
since last year. Jordanian exports to Britain increased by about 5.3 
percent reaching JD 23 million while Britain's exports to Jordan 
increased by about 26 percent reaching JD 140 million in 1993. 
This translates to a Jordanian deficit of over JD 1 14 million for 
1993. Britain’s share of the Jordanian market is estimated at five 
percent. 

An American trade show 

■ Under the patronage of HRH Prince Abdallah bin AI Hussein, 
the Commercial Section of tbe American Embassy in Amman Is 
holding its second annual American Products Promotion Week in 
cooperation -with the Amman International Motor Show. The 
event, which opened Wednesday, is an annual trade show orga- 
nized by the .American Embassy and representatives of American 
manufacturing and exporting firms in Jordan. 

Trade between Jordan and the US increased substantially over 
the past year. The show seeks to strengthen the American 
Embassy's relations with Jordanian importers. More than 25 local 
agents of American products are represented in this show. Jordan 
runs a huge trade deficit in favor of the United States. In 1992 the 
CBJ estimated Jordanian imports from the US at over JD 246.15 
million while Jordan exported about JD 4.17 million. This trans- 
lates into a trade deficit equalling about JD 242 million in 1992. 


tell you that it will certainly not 
be by the end of 1995 or 1996. In 
my view ihaL will only happen 
when the Saudis pay for the 
armaments they bought from the 
US. 

You are saying that the boy- 
cott will continue until that 
tune? 


Exactly. The Americans, of 
course, will not say that because 
it looks very immoral, but that is 
what is happening. Recently, 
Clinton informed the US Con- 
gress that he does not believe 
Iraq has satisfied the UN resolu- 
tion 668 regarding the destruction 
of chemical and mass destruction 
weapons and ballistic missile 
technology. ■ 
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King Hussein 

‘We say no to any proposed 
solution that does not restore Arab 
sovereignty to Arab Jerusalem’ 


History of the 
Hashmite 
relationship 
with the holy 
places 

■ King Hussein instructs 
the Government to take 
the necessary steps to 
reconstruct the Salah 
Eddin tninbar fa stepped 
platform for preaching 
I brought from Aleppo to 
Jerusalem by the Muslim 
leader Saiah Eddin, who 
liberated the city from the 
Crusaders in 1187 AD). 

; ■ On August 1993, King 
Hussein said : “I instruct 
the Government from this 
moment to direct the Min- 
istry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs and the Jordanian 
Committee entrusted with 
the restoration of A1 Aqsa 
Mosque and the Dome of 
the Rock to take all the 
necessary measures for the 
reconstruction of the min - 
bar in its original form. We 
want the minbar to retain 
its original shape and 
value and (we want to) 
help revive its historic role 
as a forum for calling the 
faithful to close ranks and 
unite their efforts to con- 
front invaders and to rid 
the nation of the elements- 
of weakness and unite 
their efforts to confront 
invaders and to rid the 
nation of the elements of 
weakness. I hereby instruct 
you to direct the attention 
of the committee to the res- 
toration of the holy shrines 
and to include the recon- 
struction of the minbar In 
the plans under way for 
the restoration of the 
Dome of the Rock. We 
direct this committee to 
take all the appropriate 

'" i Continued on page S 




AMMAN (Star)— At the cere- 
mony Monday marking the 
completion of the restoration 
of the Dome of the Rock, HLs 
Majesty King Hnssein said 
reiterated the special relation- 
ship between the Hashemites 
and Jerusalem. God “blessed 
me with a special favor to be 
associated with the first Qiblah 
and the third sacred mosque.” 
he said iu a nationally televised 
speech. The King added that 
he will not accept any solution 
to the Arab- Israeli conflict 
which does not include the res- 
toration of Jerusalem. 
Excerpts of his speech follow: 

• praise be to Allah, the 
Almighty, who sustains the glory 
of Islam and who. verily, makes 
the future belong to those who 
take heed for themselves and fol- 
low the straight path. I bear wit- 
ness that there is no God but 
Allah, who has no compeers, and 
that Muhammad (peace be upon 
him) is the votary and messenger 
of Allah, who took him on a 
night journey from the A1 Haram 
Mosque to the A 1 Aqsa Mosque 
from where Allah ascended him 
to the Lote tree (by the Garden 
of Tranquility) in the higher 
heavens. 

• My relationship with Jerusa- 
lem is similar to that of any Mus- 
lim who believes in God. His 
Angles. Holy Books. His Mes- 
sengers, and the Day of 
Judgement 

• Our position towards all citi- 
zens today is no different. It is 
the same position demonstrated 
by our soldiers as they put up 
legendary resistance in defend- 
ing the wails, alleys and streets 
of Jerusalem in the face of the 
June 1967 aggression. They 
were the same brave servicemen 
who kept faith as they fought the 
Karamah Battle as a perpetuation 
of their struggle for Jerusalem. 

• They were they ones who nei- 
ther compromised the Arab 
rights nor did they waver in their 
determination to defend those 

..rights' or face. up to the oppres- 
sion or the usurpers. , 

• Thus, our association with 





Jerusalem: 


Jerusalem stands above the fray 
of political ploys and earthly 
greed since it has been anchored 
in the faith, propbetbood, history 
and martyrdom. We shall keep 
our pledge and we shall defend 
the nation’s rights to Jerusalem. 

• U is our duty to ensure that all 
holy places in Jerusalem will be 
subject exclusively to divine sov- 
ereignty while in the name of 
God. the Almighty, the whole 
Muslim Ummah will exercise 
religious jurisdiction in a manner 
to be determined by consensus. 

• This nation is worthy of noth- 
ing less than full freedom, dig- 
nity and respectful life. Our 
grandfathers chose to leave A1 
Hijaz earlier in this century in 
order to spearhead the great Arab 
Revolt which advocated liberty, 
unity and tolerance. 

• And today, we say no to any 
proposed solution that does not 
restore Arab sovereignty to Arab 
Jerusalem so that the whole city 
would eventually become a token 
and symbol of peace for all the 
faithful xMldrerr-of-T^bralraiu, 
peace 1 upon him. In the- sanie ' 
breath, we say no to any peace 
formula that does not secure the 


historical and legitimate rights of 
the people of Palestine on their 
sacred national soil. In other 
words, we say not to any peace 
that the generations to come do 
not accept, protect and defend 

• These mausoleums should be 
designed and constructed as 
architectural masterpieces that 
display to the generation to come 
the splendor of their achieve- 
ments as well as to serve as a 
source of inspiration to them. 

• It is my fervent hope now to 
see it back in place one day and 
attend a sermon there in which a 
preacher would congratulate the 
nation on restoring freedom and 
dignity to our Jerusalem. 

• For Jerusalem represents our 
collective memory and common 
faith. It stands for our epicenter 
of knowledge vision and relig- 
ious tolerance (as exemplified in 
the Covenant of Umar). U is the 
focal point of our cherished free- 
dom and dignified peace. 

• We shall oppose any change in 
the--physicai features-' 0 ^ r these • 
.stft»UK*thar Toight - be- 'effected 
under false pretexts of repair, 
expansion or renovation or under 


any other smokescreen. 

• Palestine has every right to 
insist on gaining its liberty and 
safe life. Vigilance is in order to 
ensure, God willing, victory. To 
all our martyrs there, beginning 
with Izz-ed-Deen A1 Qassam to 
the most recent worshipers at A1 
Ibrahimi Mosque, we invoke 
Allah's mercy and compassion. 
We shall always hold them in 
glowing memory and we shall 
forever remain faithful to the 
cause for which they gave their 
lives. 

• Let me seize this moment to 
renew the pledge initially under- 
taken by our forefathers that they 
will bow their heads In submis- 
sion to no one except to Allah. 

• Rather, we should respond 
with resolve and determination to 
rise to the challenge in order to 
develop a modem Islamic dis- 
course and an integrated model 
for civilized communal life which 
revives hope that the whole 
nation could indeed be reinvented 
from within in terms of its think- 
ing. orientation, vision and way 

’of-hfe bearing 1 alwaysin mindthe- 

■ need to safeguard freedoms^jthe 
pursuit of knowledge, tolerance 
and justice. ■ 


Occupied but not 
forgotten 
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By Victor Kremer 
Special to The Star 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
officially reopened the Dome of 
the Rock and restated the Hashe- 
mites connection to Jerusalem, at 
a ceremony marking the comple- 
tion of restoration work on the 
Islamic shrines, in Amman on 
Monday.- 

To cries of “Long live the 
King," His Majesty told several 
thousand delegates at the Royal 
Cultural Centre: “...we say no to 
any proposed solution that does 
not restore Arab sovereignty to 
Arab Jerusalem.-" 

The King told the assembled 
religious leaders of his pride in 
fulfilling his family's historical 
role as guardian of Jerusalem’s 
Holy places, but said his pleasure 
was over-shadowed by recent 
events. 

“I must admit that this joyous 
occasion is soured by the current 
state of affairs of this nation and 
the suffering of its peoples, espe- 
cially the people of Jerusalem and 

Palestine.’’. • - 

The Hashemites trace their 
relationship to Jenisalem to the 
Prophet Muhammad. who 


ascended to Heaven from the 
spot the Dome of the Rock is 
built on. Since the life-time of the 
Prophet, when Muslims prayed 
facing Jerusalem, the holy city 
has exerted a powerful call on the 
faithful. 

“The Haram A1 Sharif is a site 
of the greatest value to Muslims. 
That place represents mans’ con- 
nection to God," explains Mr 
Fu'ad Jamil A1 Kayed, an official 
at Amman’s Ministry of Awqaf. 
which supervised the renovation 
of the Dome of the Rock. 

“King Hussein is a true 
believer in God", says Mr AJ 
Kayed. “He undertook the resto- 
ration out of his devotion." 

That devotion is so deep that 
the King spent $8.25 million of 
his own money to have the dome 
electroplated with 75 grams of 24 
karat gold. 

Senator Kamel A1 Sharif 
believes foreign governments 
could have done more to assist in 
the project 

“Jordan approached many 
Western governments [for funds] 
but .none Qf. -lhem_ responded 
favourably.’’ he said. “I don’t 
know .what the situation will be in 
the future," Senator Ai Sharif 



Arab Banking Corporation (BSC) 





TO 

HIS MAJESTY KING HUSSEIN 

AND MUSLIM PEOPLE ALL OVER THE WORLD ON THIS 
REMARKABLE OCCASION OF THE RESTORATION OF 

TEE DOME OF TEE ROCK 
& 

TEE AQSA MOSQUES 

WISHING THEM ALL PROSPERITY IN THE 
YEARS TO COME 



The Management of the 

Jerusalem Insurance Co. 

Offers its warmest wishes to 

His Majesty King Hussein 

On the occasion of the completion of the 
Third Hashemite Restoration Work of 

The Dome of The Rock 
& 

Al Aqsa Mosques 

A_ And congratulates all Arabs 
JO and Muslims on thi&\ > 

a ffM unique historic 

JXJISv achievement 


added, “but I think Jordan will 
continue to play a key role.” 

“The reopening of the Dome of 
the Rock is also an occasion for 
reflection on the status and sove- 
reignty of Jerusalem.” 

Renovation work has aisfr 
begun on the adjacent Al Aqsa 
Mosque. For this task Jordan has 
assembled a team of craftsmen 
from across die Islamic world. 
The artisans, from Morocco, 
Syria, Turkey. Pakistan and 
Egypt, are specialists in tradi- 
tional Islamic architecture. At the 
heart of the Al Aqsa restoration is 
the Minbar Saladin or pulpit. The 
wooden pulpit was brought to AI 
Aqsa by Saladin, after the con- 
quest of Jerusalem in the late 12th 
century. The pulpit was badly 
damaged, along with the south- 
east section of the mosque, in an 
arson attack in 1969. Jordan has 
established a training school for 
the craftsmen, from which the 
best will be selected to renovate 
the mosque. 

Raef Nijim, acting president of 
the Commission on the Renova- 
tion of Al Aqsa Mosque .md the 
Dome of the Rock. has~visited 
Jerusalem every year since J969. 
“This is the biggest restoration 
since the year 691,” says Mr 
Nijim proudly, “when the shrine 
was built by Abdel Malik Ibo 
Warworn” 

“We have won awards from 
the Agha Khan establishment and 
from Harvard University, for the 
quality of our work.” be said. if 

Also praised for their work 
were Mi van Overseas Ltd. — -the 
firm from Northern Ireland which 
renovated the Dome of the Rode. 

Henry Johnson, Mivan’s man- 
aging director, said his company 
was keen to see the Dome of the 
Rock restored to its “rightful 
place as the jewel of Jerusalem." 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hass an presented senior 
directors of Mi van, i ncluding 
local subcontractors, with Al 
Kawkab — a medal of the first 
order of excellence — for the third 
Hashemite restoration of the 
Dome of the Rock, at the Royal 
Palace, Tuesday. 

Futons projects for the Belfast 
film include building a JD 13 mil- 
lion, 232 bed hospital for 
UNRWA (United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency) in Gaza, 
which should be completed by the 
end of next year. 

“We did respond, we were 
committed, we did achieve and," 
Mr Johnson told the delegates in 
the Royal Cultural Centre, “today 
we are very proud." 

So what did the delegates 
themselves think’ 

As a Muslim I feel very proud 
and happy that the renovation of 
Islam’s third holiest site is com- 
pleted and I am grateful to His 
Majtsty King Hussein," said* 
Daro’Abang Mustapha, a minis- 
ter from the prime minister’s 
department, Malaysia 
. “The Haram Al Sharif is very 
important for all religions, and 
perhaps for peace in the Middle 
East,” Mr Muhammad Amin 
praaili, of Rabat University. 
Morocco, told The Star. 

“Now I want to see the Dome 
of the Rock for myself,” said Mr 
Zarkowi Soejoeti from the Minis , 
ay of Awqaf in Indonesia. T feel 
tins occasion in my heart. I am 
gad I came," he added. 

The presence of so many dele- 
gates at the ceremony in Amman 
demonstrates something other 
than an interest in Islamic archi- 
tecture. It is now 27 years since 
Israel captured Jerusalem and the 
West Bank from Jordan The sig- 
“fi^nceof that act continues to 
j* felt Palestinians are denied 
weir most basic national rights 
and the wider Muslim world is 
aemed, access » ia third holiest 
That was the message which 
me delegates brought with them, 
2?“ from Karachi and 

from Kuala Lumpur. Muslims* 
and Arabs will not allow the 
Memory of Jerusalem to fade. ■- 
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History of the 
Hashmite ... 

Continued from pay* 4 

■nd necessary steps and to 
recruit the required num- 
ber of technicians anrf 
skilled architects for the 
project untO it regains its 
original form and status, 
regardless of the cost” 

“We are determined to 
safeguard the holy shrines 
and the Islamic heritage 
which includes the KaH ji 
Eddin minbar that with- 
stood the elements of age 
for centuries. And we are 
determined that the min- 
bar should regain its origi- 
nal form reflecting its 
beauty and its perfection. 

■ By the end of August 
1993 work was under way 
on the Dome of the Rode. 

— The contractor chosen 
was the Irish construction 
firm Mivan, who signed a 
contract with the Jorda- 
nian Ministry of Awqaf in 
1992. 

— In this most recent res- 
toration of the minbar , the 
materials most resembling 
those initially used were 
gathered by artisans and 
40 plans were collected for 
the full comprehension of 
its design. The restoration 
of the minbar alone would 
have cost in the area of S3 

million. 

— The Dome of the Rock 
has been completely cov- 
ered with gold-gilded cop- 
per sheets supported by 
lead at acost of nearly 
$65 million. 

— In addition, the interior 
roof has been restored and 
an early warning system 
ha? been installed against . 

ThelSecond Hashemite' 
Restoration: 

■ Due to the fact that the 
Dome of the Rock was 
exposed to societal and 
natural erosion, the Jorda- 
nian Government on S 
May 1952 asked the Egyp- 
tian government to dele- 
gate some of their experts 
on construction and 
archaeology to examine 
the damages. The Egyp- 
tian delegation went to 
Jerusalem and spent seven 
days (3-10 January 1953) 
studying the Dome of the 
Rock and the Aqsa 
Mosque. A report was 
then sent to the Jordanian 
Government on 4 April 
1953. 

■ The Jordanian Govern- 
ment took a number of 
important steps towards 
die restoration of the 
Dome of the Rock. The 
most important was the 
enactment of the Con- 
struction Law for the 
Dome of the Rock and the 
Aqsa Mosque in the year 
1954 authorizing the 

Prime Ministry to desig- j 
nate a committee to con- 
struct and restore the 
Dome of Rock. The law 
was adjusted on 21 March 
1991 appointing the Minis- 
ter of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs head of the 
committee. 

The First Hashemite 
Restoration: 

■ At the end of the Otto- 
man rale, Sharif Hussein, 
great grandfather of Jor- 
dan’s present King, was 
political leader and spiri- 
tual guide over much of 
the Middle East including 
the Jerusalem area. It was 
noticed that the Haram Al 
Sharif and especially the 
Dome or the Rock were in 

need of comprehensive 
refurbishing and restora- 
tion. Assistance was called 
for bv The Islamic Higher 
Council in 1922 in the 
form of donations for res- 
toration. Delegations were 
sent to Egypt, Iraq>HU az ' . 

pah rain. Kuwait, India 
and Syria. The most gen- 
erous of these contribu- 
tions came from Sharif 

Hussein bin Aii. The resto- 
ration was finished in 1927 
and Sharif Hussein’s tomb 

is now located in the 

southern corridors of the 


A magnificent feat 

Muslim shrine is as good as gold 
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The Dome under renovation 

By Mark Fineman 

• OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— His 
Majesty King Hussein donated 
the needed money from his pri- 
vate funds in order to do it. And 
a high-tech Northern Ireland 
company had to work through 
more than a year of riots, cur- 
fews and religious clashes to 
complete what it calls the largest 
and most complex electroplating 
job of its kind ever attempted. 

But, as 40 Palestinian and for- 
eign workers put the finishing 
golden touches on the ancient. 
15-foot-high trescent moon the 
third-holiest site of Islam, one of 
the world’s most ambitious relig- 
ious renovation jobs has been 
competed. 

Last Monday a ceremony was 
held in Amman to celebrate the 
5000 glittering new gold plates 
dial adorn Jerusalem's ancient 
Dome of the Rock. King Hussein 
inaugurated the refurbished 
dome over the sacred shrine 
where ■ Prophet Mohammed 
departed earth and ascended to 
Heaven. 

The fact that King Hussein, 
the official custodian of the 
Dome of the Rock and financier 
of its renovation, cannot travel to 


the site to commemorate or even 
gaze upon the product of his $8 
million investment, says much 
about the tribulations and politics 
that have accompanied the resto- 
ration. problems rooted in the 
shrine's location. 

The Dome and the adjacent AI 
Aqsa Mosque sit in the eye of a 
political storm that has raged for 
more than 3 quarter of a century 
around the most disputed piece 
of land in the disputed city of 
Jerusalem. Jews hold holy the 
Western Wall, which delineates 
one side of the temple built by 
King Herod. 

The Islamic shrines, which 
draw millions of Muslim wor- 
shipers each year, are, in fact, 
under Israeli occupation and con- 
trol in the heart of the walled Old 
City that Israel captured from 
Jordan in the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
war. It is land char the Israelis 
have vowed never to relinquish. 
But the land is also claimed by 
the Palestinians who lived in the 
area through a succession of 
regimes and administrations that 
ended with Jordan. 

Through all the claims and 
counterclaims. King Hussein 
remains the uncontested custo- 


dian of the Rock, the Dome that 
covers it and. Al Aqsa Mosque. 
And that is a role so important to 
the King that he sold off part of 
his family fortune to refurbish 
the treasures, and flatly refused a 
counter-bid to repair the leaking 
and sagging dome by King Fahd, 
of Saudi Arabia and custodian of 
Islam's two other holiest sites in 
Mecca and Medina. 

Against this backdrop, Patrick 
O'Hare, a veteran of complex 
Middle East engineering pio- 
jects, has successfidly navigated 
through the politics of a city 
sacred to three religions. He has 
now completed a job he consid- 
ers “the highlight of my career.'* 

For O’Hare and his Belfast- 
based Mivan Overseas Ltd., 
replating the Dome of the Rock 
was not just another contract. It 
was a far greater challenge and 
far more rewarding, he said, than 
Mivan' s last construction con- 
tract at Euro Disney. And far 
more meaningful than the con- 
struction of a full-sized replica of 
the Titanic that his company 
recently began. 

Not even die three grand pal- 
aces O’Hare and his company 
built for Iraqi President Saddam 


.... -vl Hussein came close, he 
said. 

The challenges of the 
Dome were largely tech- 
nical Never before, 
O'Hare said, has a fixed 
object as large as the 
Dome of the Rock ever 
been gold-plated m 
place. 

The process has been 
f&gi used before — there were 
a couple domes done 
like this in California — 
p lsa l but it bad never been 
done on this scale before 
IpS® anywhere in the world,” 
the engineer said with 
pride, as workers in an 
. . . adjacent pre-fab work- 
’ shop at the foot of the 

' . monument touched up 
the golden crescent that 
was reinstalled atop the 
K»- v *'. dome on Inauguration 
Day last week. 

To do the job, 
O'Hara’s company 
imported two giant 
cranes, 190 pounds of 
gold. 1500 new brass 
sheets and 5000 copper 
joints from Britain. Mivan also 
brought in timber from the West 
African country of Gambia to 
reconstruct the support structure 
under the dome. Workers 
imported and assembled on-sire 
the sophisticated electroplating 
machinery that O'Hare said 
accomplished the task at the rare 
of 40-square-merers per day — 
Td like to think it’s a world . 
record.” he said. 

“It was in bad shape,” O' Hare 
said of the dome, which was last 
restored not with gold plating but 
anodized aluminum in 1956. 
"The dome itself was leaking, 
and the lower structure was fall- 
ing apart.” 

One of the greatest challenges 
was to make sure the dome 
wasn’t too shiny. O'Hare said toe 
King wanted a traditional look, a 
“relatively maita finish.” Further- 
more, the engineer explained, “if 
it were a really bright finish, it 
would be like a mirror off the 
sun. From a distance, it would 
look black.” 

As things turned out, the poli- 
tics inherent in the site presented 
O'Hare and his workers with sur- 
prisingly few complications. 

“It hasn’t caused us any major. 
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Israelis minimize 
restoration process 


Ham dan Al Haj 

Special to The Star 


DIGNITARIES ■ 

FROM all over the 
world attended 
Monday's cere- 
mony marking the 
completion of the 
restoration of Jeru- 
salem's Dome of 
the Rock. The 
Deputy Mayor of 
Occupied Bethle- 
hem, Hanna Nas- 
ser. attended toe 

ceremony ‘ and 

expressed his deep 
gratitude to His 

Majesty King 
Hussein who per- HanmNassa . 
sonally paid for 

the third restora- 
tion of the Dome of the Rock of 
Al Aqsa Mosque. The occasion 
marked the important link 

between the Hashemites and 

Jerusalem. 

Mr Nasser said that he hoped 
that "His Majesty the King will 
continue to take an active interest 
in the holy places in the Occu- 
pied Territories,” which are 
among the holiest shrines in 
Islam. He added that “this comes 
at a time when the Israelis are 
trying to minimize the efforts 
taken to restore toe Dome of the 
Rock and Al Aqsa mosque." 

• He added there is an onslaught 
on Jerusalem, expressed by 
“Israeli intransigence not to 
allow Palestinian Arabs, Muslim 
or Christian, to their holy 
places.” 

The Israelis, Mr Nasser contin- 
ued, "are not allowing free access 
to Jerusalem.” The deputy mayor 
predicts that the “Israeli govern- 
ment will seal off Jerusalem from 
the rest of the Occupied Territo- 
ries land] that will change the 
religious character of the city. 
Already the Israelis are trying to 
change the demographic charac- 
ter of Arab East Jerusalem by 
‘creating facts on the ground,’ 
which involves building Jewish 
neighborhoods and settlements 
among Arab residential areas.” 

When asked about the peace 
process, Mr Nasser said the Pal- 
estinian leadership had no choice 
but to go into the negotiations 
■and produce tangible results. He 
said “the Oslo agreement was 
vital, and Palestinians living 
under occupation accepted it, 
even though it fell short of an 
independent Palestinian state.” 

At this stage, Palestinians in 


the Occupied Territories are 
watching events very carefully, 
hoping that the steps taken by the 
Palestinian leader- 
ship are the right 
ones. However, Mr 
Nasser, who was 
one of the depor- 
tees recently 
allowed tq return 
to the Territories 
said that Palestin- 
ians there — 

Muslims and 
Christians — are 
“very worried 
about the future of 
East Jerusalem, as 
its future and final 
status has been left 
to be negotiated 
r until a later date. 

Mr Nasser said 
the economic situation is worsen- 
ing because of the sealing off of 
the Occupied Territories, a situa- 
tion that is not likely to be condu- 
ce ve to toe coining period of 
peace. ■ 
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Middle East Beat 
by Khairi Janbek 


problems,” he said of frequent 
protest strikes by Palestinian fac- 
tions that have shut down most of 
East Jerusalem and toe Old City 
for reasons unrelated to toe work 
on toe shrine. 

“We normally work on the 
strike days, especially because of 
toe nature of toe project. They 
treat us very well They, give us 
special VIP treatment.” 

In fact. O’Hare added, for the 
first time in his life he has been 
stopped on the street and asked 
for his autograph. 

The most memorable moment 
of the operation, O’Hare recalled, 
was when his team removed toe 
canvas that veiled toe dome dur- 
ing most of the restoration. “Peo- 
ple started cheering,” he said, 
“and it really was very moving.” 

Few are moved by the sight of 
the glowing new dome as regu- 
larly and as deeply as Sheikh 
Mobamed Hussein. He is toe 
grand Imam at the Dome of toe 
Rock, and his office is just a few 
'dozen yards from the shrine. 

“Definitely, it is a beautiful, 
positive feeling every morning I 
see it,” he said. “It reminds me 1 
am in Al Quds (the Arabic name 
for Jerusalem), and it reminds me 
that I am of Islam. 

“We are very happy with this,” 
the Imam observed. 'We are con- 
vinced that this particular plating 
is toe very best money can buy." 
And, he said, toe work made no 
significant changes to a shrine 
that is “the only Islamic landmark 
that has remained virtually 
unchanged through all the centu- 
ries.” It was completed in 691, 
about 60 years after the death of 
the Prophet 

What has changed, though, are 
toe political developments that 
have swirled around the shrine in 
the seven months since Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation Organi- 
zation signed their historic dec- 
laration calling for Palestinian 
autonomy in toe Occupied 
Territories. 

The Israelis and PLO leaders 
agreed to discuss toe fate of toe 
Old City, that ancient walled part 
of Jerusalem and toe Islamic 
shrines, over the next five years. 


LA Tlmes-Washington Post 
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Sharif Hussein King Abdallah King Hussein 

The Hashemites and Jerusalem 

JERUSALEM, THE city of holy sites and center of the three 
monotheistic religions — Islam, Christianity and Judaism — has 
long been toe object of international rivalry, fought over by 
many states and empires. Situated in Palestine, the holy land, the 
most sacred, has long been revered by the Muslim world. 

The city js not merely a boundary or an abode, but an identity 
and spirit — one that is unquestionably Islamic, Arab and Hashe- 
mite. Indeed, toe association of toe Arab identity and Hashemite 
spirit with Jerusalem pre-dates the dawn of Islam. Tt is traced to 
the era when the Hashemites were masters of Mecca. It was at 
that time Hashim Bin Abd Al Mabaf sought peace and security 
for his people by signing agreements with the kings of Syria and 
with toe Romans. 

The association between the Hashemites and Jerusalem grew 
stronger with Islam. Jerusalem's identity and spirit became the 
realization of Islamic conquest which derived its legitimacy 
from the Covenant of Omar Ibn Al Khaiab, the second Islamic 
Khalif. The covenant not only acknowledged toe right for Chris- 
tians to practice their religion freely, but also allowed Jews 
access to their religious sites and residence inside the city after 
many years cf exclusion, something they were denied by the 
Byzantine Church. 

It is this legacy that binds the Hashemites to Jerusalem, one 
that transcends time, political sovereignty, and temporal 
power — all of which demanded constant sacrifices from toe 
Hashemite bearers. 

Even though toe perfidy of the western Allies became clearer 
and the betrayal of Arab hopes more apparent during World War 
I, Sharif Hussein Bin Ali, deemed to be the King of all Arabs, 
continued to struggle for a united Arab kingdom against over- 
whelming odds. However, this toiled when he rejected toe 
Anglo- Arab treaty of 1921, because of the special clauses on 
Palestine. The treaty would have wrest it from Arab hands and 
obscured its Arab identity and its guardianship over Jerusalem. 
After toe Balfour Declaration, when Zionism intentions 
emerged, Sharif Hussein refused to sign any agreements altering 
toe status of Arab Palestine, or negating the Covenant of Omar 
over Jerusalem. All temporal power was sacrificed to save the 
Arab character and Hashemite spirit of Jerusalem. 

It was left to the late martyred King Abdallah to shoulder the 
responsibility of guardianship over Jerusalem. Not only did toe 
Zionist claims on the holy city need to be combatted, but also 
toe conspiratorial proposals from friends, brothers, and foes 
alike, to internationalize Holy Jerusalem under the guise of 
legality. This was a euphemism designed to rob toe holy city 
from Hashemite guardianship and pave the way for Zionist 
domination. 

For the martyred King, there was only one Jerusalem which 
would not be sacrificed, for it is toe heart and spirit of the 
Hashemites and a legacy to be fulfilled with sincerity. King 
Abdallah paid the ultimate sacrifice for his principles and 
beliefs, when he was martyred by mercenary hands within the 
walls of toe Holiest of Holies. 

The Hashemite link to Jerusalem was- passed on to His 
Majesty King Hussein. The dose spiritual and geographical 
proximity of Jerusalem and Amman has rendered the King the 
guardian of Jerusalem, and Amman the center for Inter-faith dia- 
logue. And true to its Hashemite spirit and tradition, the sever- 
ing of administrative and legal ties with toe West Bank did not 
effect the holy mosques of Jerusalem and its sharia courts. 
Since 1952, His Majesty has spent $240 million for the mainte- 
nance of those sites. 

There is no sovereignty to be claimed, nor signed away, for 
Jerusalem. The only legitimate sovereignty is to God Almighty. 
Jerusalem rejoice! ■ 
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Extending its profound 
gratitude to 

His Majesty King Hussein 

for his generous donation to renovate 

the Dome of the Rock 


Jordan Tobacco & Cigarettes Co. Ltd. 


extends its warmest 
regards to 

His Majesty King Hussein 

on the occasion of the completion 
of renovation work on 
The Dome of the Rock Mosque 
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Presenting its cordial wishes for 

His Majesty King Hussein 

for his magnificent contribution to the 
restoration of the Dome of the Rock 
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Our Say . . 


Punishing the proponents of peace 

JORDAN’S SYMBOLIC participation in the multilateral talks on water, which took 
place last week in Oman, came as proof of Jordan’s seriousness about its decision to 
suspend its role in the peace process until the unjust blockade on Aqaba is lifted. As 
a result, Israel and the Palestinians were the only key members of the peace process 
who were present at these talks, since Syria and Lebanon are boycotting the multilat- 
erals altogether. 

It was important for Jordan to follow its warning with immediate action. US offi- 
cials have been paying us lipservice since the end of the Gulf War. but nothing has 
been done to alleviate Jordan’s hardship. Commercial vessels sailing to Aqaba are 
still being intercepted at the entrance to the Gulf of Aqaba, and several were denied 
entry and sent back since Jordan announced its new stand. 

Jordanian officials are still waiting for a response to their demands from the UN 
and the United States. 

The US attitude towards Jordan's grievances leaves little doubt in our minds that 
the blockade is actually being enforced to pressure Jordan and has nothing to do 
with sanctions against Iraq. Jordan has made a good case in calling for the blockade 
to be lifted on legal, humanitarian and economic grounds. It is the UN’s responsibil- 
ity to address these grievances immediately and fairly. 

We feel dismayed that Jordan is being punished for its policies, which were al- 
ways in line with the UN Charter and international law. Jordan, a key player in 
bringing all parties together at the Madrid peace conference, played a vital role in 
pushing the process forward. It has always favored dialogue over confrontation, and 
carried more than its share of regional responsibility. To be subjected to such treat- 
ment by the coalition flotilla and their leaderships can only be interpreted as a hos- 
tile act against the Kingdom, its leadership and its people. 

As the peace process begins to disintegrate as a result of Israel’s intransigent poli- 
cies and US ineptitude and lack of vision, Jordan's positive input is being missed. 
Today, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon are on the periphery of the peace process, each 
for his own reasons. 

Such a sad situation would not have come about if the US had taken a more realis- 
tic and sober look at our region. Instead, the Arab parties feel they are being pun- 
ished and pressured to meet Israeli and American conditions for peace. The block- 
ade of Aqaba is but one form of US pressure to shove the peace deal down our 
throats. 

But even the US can miscalculate its moves. His Majesty King Hussein has made 
it clear that Jordan will not yield to pressure or threats. The ongoing political and ec- 
onomic terrorization of Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and the Palestinians does not serve 
the cause of peace in the Middle East In the end it will not serve Israel’s interests 
because if we are forced to accept an unfair deal, then we will be preparing the fer- 
tile ground for fundamentalism and extremism to take over. ■ 


Nixon's condition 
critical, his prognosis 
guarded 

By John J. Goldman 

NEW YORK — Richard Nixon, former US 
president was returned to the intensive care 
unit at New York Hospital-Corned Medical 
Center Tuesday, 
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have stabilized Tuesday , but early m the eve- 

ning he appeared to be became drowsy and physicians suspected there could be brain swelling, a 
complication of strokes. A CAT-scan confirmed the diagnosis. Plum told reporters that Nixon was 
under closer scrutiny 'by a team of 12 nurses and numerous doctors. For the first time, doctors de- 
scribed the attack Nixon suffered Monday as a u major t ' stroke . Plum also confirmed that Nixon 
was undergoing treatment for an irregular heartbeat before he entered the hospital and that a blood 
thinner had been prescribed in an effort to prevent a stroke. Strokes can be a complication ofcardi- 
acarrhythrmas. Nixon win continue to receive anticoagulants as well as drug to reduce intracranial 
swelling, Plum said, adding that Nixon could be awakened 
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By Dr Marwan Asmar 

DEMOCRACY HAS become es- 
sential for modem society. The 
attributes of a modem state lie in 
its democratic base, institutions, 
and plurality. The crux of a ho- 
mogeneous society and popular 
will, the state must be a govern- 
ment based on strict division of 
authority: the legislative, execu- 
tive and judicial branches. To- 
day. no man, clique or strata can 
rule a state by its own but must 
be the result of collective deci- 
sion-making sanctioned by the 
people. 

According to Professor Bu- 
rhan Ghalyoon, an Arab intellec- 
tual from the Sorbonne, society 
must be based on political plural- 
ism. peaceful transition from one 
government to the next (as op- 
posed to violent coup de tat), and 
state “legalism" — a framework 
of laws that guarantee equality 
and opportunity for all citizens." 
regardless of race or creed. 

Few states in the third and 
Arab worlds have followed such 
a development. Jordan, an excep- 
tion, has come to follow a politi- 
cal system based on popular par- 
liamentary representation 

emphasizing political pluralism, 
freedom of expression and civil 
liberties. For Ghalyoon, a democ- 
racy produces institutionalized 
channels of communication 
where dialogue and debate are 
central to solving society's prob- 
lem. 

The rise of fundamentalism, 
violence and civil wars in Arab 
states are not the result of west- 
ernization. as some maintain, but 


rather the absence of democracy. 
This means that governments are 
lethargic about finding solutions 
to society's problems simply be- 
cause there are no in-built mecha- 
nisms to facilitate a peaceful tran- 
sition from one government to the 
next or from one ruling party to 
the uexL 

This is of ulmost importance, 
because it reflects the develop- 
ment of institutions, plurality, the 
creation of a consensus and their 
acceptance by society. These char- 
acteristics make for a “mature" 
democracy. 

Democratic development does 
exist in tbe Arab world: Egypt and 
Algeria are two examples. Howev- 
er, these countries have deviated, 
and their one-party rule has mon- 
opolized state power. As they be- 
came entrenched in the system of 
governing, they quashed all signs 
of plurality and effectively cut off 
other political parties from com- 
peting for political power. Tbe rul- 
ing elites use the tools of state, 
such as the police and army, to 
prop up their regimes, according 
to Ghalyoon. 

This development colonized 
with the alienation of the people. 


Ghalyoon says that instead of 
widening their popular base, the 
states constricted it, cutting them- 
selves off from the people. It was 
this, and their failure to solve the 
problems of society — the high 
cost of living, unemployment and 
corruption-— that created ftinda- 
mentalim and hence violence 
against a system that it could no 
longer identify with. 

Ghalyoon says that political vi- 
olence is not part of our inherent 
make-up, as some western schol- 
ars have maintained, but has rea- 
sons — political, economic and so- 
cial. Unless these are addressed, 
then violence will continue. 
Above all. Ghalyoon believes that 
Arab public opinion has lost con- 
fidence in its leadership, and this 
must be restored. Unless govern- 
ment is backed by the people, he 
says, then it is very difficult for it 
to deal with the pressing issues 
and provide solutions to our prob- 
lems ultimately putting an end to 
the phenomena of violence. 

From the above it can be dis- 
cerned that Ghalyoon is putting 
“statist" solutions to our prob- 
lems. for Arab nationalism is just 
a figment of our imagination. It 



was not the 
last Gulf war 
that put an 
end to Arab 
nationalism, 
for it has been 
in terminal 
decline since 
1967. This 
was marked 
by the end of 
the Arab na- 
tionalist 
movement 
and “consum- 
mated" by the 
Camp David 
accords of 
1978 between 
Egypt and Is- 
rael. which 
was the final 
straw, so to 
speak. that 

broke the 

back of the Ghalyoon 
Arab nation. 

We can't return lo the view es- 
poused by the Arab nationalist 
movement that we are one nation, 
but must strive for economic and 
regional integration, cooperation 
in scientific and technology, as 
well as culture. These are basic if 


wc as Arabs are to continue tq 
make our mark on the interna- 
tional system, says Ghalyoon. ■ 

Dr Asmar is Managing Editor 
of The Star. 


Schindler's List : 

Sex, violence and censorship 


By MGG Filial 
Star Southeast Asia 
Correspondent 

STEVEN SPIELBERG’S film 
“Schindler’s List," based on Aus- 
tralian author, Thomas Keneally's 
Schindler's Ark, need not have be- 
come a “storm in the tea cup." 
Mr Spielberg, arrogantly and in- 
sensitively. insisted that it be 
screened uncut or not at all. 
Countries fell in line, but some 
like Malaysia also insisted that 
some sex and violence scenes 
needed to be cuL As a conse- 



quence. United International Pic- 
lurcs refused to release the film. 

Jewish groups, including the 
Simon Weisenthal Center in Los 
Angeles, branded Malaysia and 
her leaders anti-Jewish for cen- 
soring the film. Philippine Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos on the other 
hand overruled his censors, order- 
ing the film to be shown uncut, 
while Singapore only allowed 
those over 21 to see it. 

Malaysia's inept handling 
made her unnecessarily defen- 
sive. The Deputy Home Affairs 
Minister, Dato’ Megai Junid 
Megar Ayob. insisted that the pro- 
posed seven censorial snips 
would not “affect the flow of the 
film." 

But his statement did not ex- 
plain why the Lembaga Pcnapis 


Filem (LPF, die Film Censorship 
Board) even bothered to view the 
film. In every country, including 
the United States, censors rou- 
tinely certify films or videotapes 
or both before their release for 
public viewing, the guidelines 
varying from country to country. 
Even the United States would 
have found Mr Spielberg's condi- 
tions unacceptable in similar cir- 
cumstances. The LPFs convolut- 
ed. ungrammatical, unintelligible 
explanation for banning the film 
missed the point: fn view of Mr 
Spielberg's conditions, all it need- 
ed to say is that it would not-view 
the film. Instead, the cabinet had 
to step in, to insist that it is. the 
LPF and not the distributors that 
have the final say on screening. 
And it was them that would de- 
cide on whether the seven scenes 
of violence, nudity, sexual inter- 
. course, executions, mindless 

health checks on hundreds of 
naked women should be cuu 

“Schindler’s List" is based on 
Mr Keneally's fictionalized life of 
a small-time German-Czech Nazi 
black marketeering and womaniz- 
ing crook named Oskar Schindler 
who saved about 1000 Jews in his 
munitions factory in Krakow, in 
Poland, from death. This brought 
him praise among Jewish groups 
throughout tbe world, although he 
abused the Jewish women in his 
care. The violence and sex made 
the film a doubtful starter. Mr 
Spielberg's brilliant public rela- 
tions demand that the film be 
shown uncensored hyped an oth- 
erwise ordinary film — even gaug- 
ing a country's responsiveness to 
Jewish sufferings in World War 
11. But these countries failed to 
grasp the Genii le-Jewish backlash 
it would create in not showing the 
film. 

The rights and wrongs of cen- 
sorship is not at issue here. Mr 
Spielberg is aware of censorship 



guidelines, since 
his previous 
films have been 
censored around 
the globe. But he 
decided, for his 
own reasons, to 
raise the ante on 
“Schindler’s 
List." That is un- 
acceptable. and 
not just in Asia: 
but the inept and 
inadequate re- 
sponse from Ma- 
laysia and o'hcr 
countries gave ii 
a fillip, fanned 
by newspaper 
coverage that 
kept the embers 
burning but with 
little understand- 
ing of what it 
was ail about. 

Whether one 
likes it or not, 

■ censorship is a 
necessary evil to Speilberg: u , Schtinder’s List" should be 
preserve national screened uncut or not at all 


cultural and soci- 
etal boundaries against attack 
from foreign cultures and socie- 
ties. The definition of those boun- 
daries as lax or restrictive cannot 
be subject to dictates from else- 
where. Problems arise when for- 
eign standards arc “universally" 
deemed desirable: this does not 
happen just in films. The US until 
recently demanded that China in- 
sert concepts such as human 
rights and democracy in their lan- 
guage. accept the western defini- 
tion or face trade discrimination. 

Given the stridency of western 
cultural norms and perceptions 
governments use censorship to re- 
duce or remove these influences, 
though not always successfully. 
But ways of life in non-western 
countries continue to be under at- 
tack from foreign cultural am- 


bushes buttressed by mindless, 
third-rate pernicious productions 
that pass for entertainment. The 
resistance lo simplistic common 
denominators used to impose an 
alien culture on a country ill- 
prepared becomes a convenient 
rallying point, reinforced by con- 
trol of the global media. “Schin- 
dler’s List” is but another rally- 
ing point for "us" to beat “them" 
down. 

In attacking Malaysia and oth- 
er countries, the broader issues 
become Iosl Censorship per se is 
not the issue, nor of Muslims 
censoring Jewish themes in films 
and books, but it becomes an is- 
sue when somebody could de- 
mand arrogantly that cultural 
boundaries of a country be forci- 
bly widened. 


Forgotten are the censorship 
guidelines by which Malaysia 
and. indeed, every other country, 
routinelv censors films, videos 
and books. It is about producer^ 
imposing cultural conditions on 
the distribution of their films and. 
to a lesser degree, of self- 
important film national censors 
and politicians unclear about the 
issues involved, but write and 
speak inarticulately about the 
subject. 

The presumption that we lose 
if we do not see the film is simi- 
lar to the loss presumed in not 
reading Salman Rushdie’s Satan- 
ic Verses. 

Both acquired a cult following 
as a result, far more than they 
would have otherwise. In Malay- 
sia. officials and politicians are 
unclear of what they should do. 
unthinkingly giving an unneces- 
sary blow-by-blow account of 
conditions for showing the film. 
The cultural and social arrogance 
of the West in imposing its val- 
ues on others is all over us, gain- 
ing added strength from the 24- 
hour global networks and third 
rate television serials that we see 
on our screens. 

Censorship, regardless of its 
liberal perception, is universal, 
but standards vary from country 
to country. Japan, for instance, al- 
lows sexual intercourse on screen 
and video. Philippines allow one 
breast of a woman to be shown, 
but not both at the same time ^ 
Malaysia often does not censor 
the mindless violence of televi- 
sion serials, but draws the line at 
nudity of any kind, often capri- 
ciously banning a video of a film 
that it had passed only a few 
months earlier. Indian censors 
slip out of their puritan Gandhian 
outlook. Singapore, often falls be- 
tween two stools in its censorship 
policies. Even the United King- 
dom and the United States censor 
their films. Mr Spielberg's ac- 
tions impose on the cultural and 
societal field a view similar to the 
United States' politically contest- 
able prescriptions for human 
rights and democratic practices in 
trade disputes. Not only is that 
unacceptable, it points to yet an- 
other area of future conflict. ■ 


Fifteen years after the Islamic revolution, 
Iran faces hard economic times 


By Adam East 

ON li February. Iranians cele- 
brated the 15ih anniversary of 
the Islamic revolution. Tens of 
thousand of Tehranis chanted the 
usual slogans. “Death to Ameri- 
ca. death to Israel." But in recent 
years, the slogans sound more 
hollow and ihe people seem Jess 
enthusiastic. The clergy-led revo- 
lution brought with it the prom- 
ise of justice and equality to the 
masses — its main base of sup- 
port. But after 15 ycare. the stan- 
dard of living of the average Ira- 
nian citizen has declined by 50 
percent compared to the days of 
the Shah. 

The minimum wage in Iran is 
less than one-third that which 
people need to live, a fact recent- 
ly disclosed by the country's la- 
bor minister, Hossein Kamali. In- 
flation is running at about 30 
percenL Since the unification of 
the three different exchange rates 
in March of last year which re- 
sulted in the devaluation of the 
currency, the Iranian rial has 
gone from 70 to the dollar to 
over 1 .700 to the dollar — a stag- 
gering fall of over 2,000 percenL 

The Islamic Republic's at- 
tempt to introduce hard labor in 
its “free trade zones” has not pro- 
duced desirable results, either. 
The government is going all-out 
to sweeten the pot for foreign in- 
vestors. Earlier, investors could 


only own a maximum of 49 per- 
cent of the share in a business or 
commercial activity. But now. 
“all hurdles are clear." 
as a senior adviser to / 
President Has he- 
mi Rafsanjani / 
pul iL He an- 
nounced that 
foreign investors 
can now own 
100 percent of j 
their economic / 
concerns. The Is-y 
lamic Republic is i ' 
also allowing for- ^ 
eign banks to op- 
erate in the free 
trade zones with- 
out “any restric- 
tions." 

Iran's foreign 
debt, which up 
until 1988 stood 
at almost zero, 
because Ayatol- 
lah Khomeini 
had no desire to 

be indebted to "unbelievers.” is 
now pushing the $30 billion 
mark. Payment arrearages on ex- 
ternal debt are about $10 billion. 
Iran's biggest trade partners (Ger- 
many and Japan), who arc now 
reportedly working on reschedul- 
ing Iran’s short-term debt, are un- 
der continuing US pressure to re- 
duce trade in order to “isolate" 
Iran. Germany, especially, which 
has been frequently put in the 


spotlight, in January issued a 
mild warning to Tehran to im- 
prove its record on "hu- 
_ „ man rights." Bonn took 
S this action, of course. 
\- solely to please Un- 
T'j cle Sam. But while 
•- the United States 
is discouraging 
-.Others front trad- 
' 'ong with Iran, the 
United States 
itself is doing 
the opposite. 
Over the past 
three years, the 
total volume of 
American 
trade with 
Iran has 

seen a con- 
siderable 
rise. and 

more US 
Companies 
arc involved 
in trading 
with Iran. 

Iran's main problem, however, 
has been the continuing drop in 
the price of crude oil. which has 
created very unstable and shaky 
conditions for the Iranian econo- 
my. Iran has been trying hard to 
get the OPEC countries" to aeree 
on a fixed, lower-than-usual quo- 
ta in order to boost the price of 
oil. Iran has even tried to “nor- 
malize” relations with Saudi Ara- 
bia. the other major oil-producing 



country in the region. But efforts 
to persuade the Saudis to lower 
their production level have so far 
proven futile. 

Iran has failed to make any 
dent in lessening its dependence 
on oil revenues, which account 
for 85 percent of its foreign ex- 
change. It is estimated that every 
one dollar fall in the internation- 
al price of oil results in a loss of 
one billion dollar in Iran's annual 
revenues. In 1993. Iran saw its 
revenue from oil exports drop to 
$11.5 billion from the previous 
annual average of $ ! 7 billion due 
to the drastic decline in oil prices. 

There is-mounting criticism of 
the government’s economic poli- 
cy among some of the ruling mul- 
lahs and the genera] population, 
me government’s austerity 
measures are being compared to 
those which the International 
Monetary Fund forces on its vi C - 
ums. Privatization and reduction 
ot subsidies are giving away 
unprecedented levels of anaS 
and dissatisfaction among th e 
population. Many basic n£es£ 

h?ti aVe i eHl ? er vanished or can 
al P™* which 

Those whn ^ per ? nf inna «ed- 
Those who are on fixed incomes 

and those below the poverty line 

4 th beiI M hil es P ecia, ly hard. Ali 
^bar Nateq Nouri. the speaker 

mJn rani , an Majlis (parlia- 
mem) recently admitted that the 
legislature wanted to postpone 
the start of the second five-^ear 


year because one cannot study a 
plan in crisis." 

The Tehran-based Kevhan In- 
ternational, in an editorial late 
last year made no bones about the 
alarming state of the country’s Jr 
economic woes. It said that the 
situation will get worse, not bet- 
ter. Tjalloping inflation, open 

mismanagement of the economic 

sector, indifference toward the 
common strata who are the main 
supporters of President Rafsania- 

dec 5™: » the interna- 
tional price of oil will all get to- 
gether to make life intolerable 
and miserable for this nation of 

vefled^ref^ 111011 P^P 16 -" In a 
veiled reference to the ways 

things were during the last years 
° f the Jhah. it added: "Of course 
t]1 5. afnuent and the influential 
IE? J 10 } WOrT y about (Finance 
mister) Adel's decisions. The 
value of their properties, movable 
‘^movable. is appreciating 
maniier unprecedented in re- 
cent memory. ’ It also questioned 
“je regime s constant rhetoric 
about justice and equality. The 
entire concept of social justice in 
12? was never considered an 
S JJture, the editorial said 
w and on our political leaders 
‘wish’ to work 
25 ? ll fo . r ^ cause. But it 

SE ^ Justlce is last “ 

cjunent trends are any 

fo^SS n ’, ll - waraed ’ 

tomerm 1 jUSticc may never 
EER 


Burhan Ghalyoon: * 

Our society must be based 


XL OUVlWLJ — - 

on political pluralism 

re of democracy. Ghalyoon says that instead of was not the 
onvpmnvnu am widenine their DODuIar base, the 1 ? st UULf ^ 
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7'hc price of gasoline and memories 

of Columbus awaken Ecuador 's Indians 


21 APRIL 1994 


Downing of helicopters just 
one of a chain of failures 
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By John F Harris I- • - -- - - - ■ ^ t ^ ^ — -~ 

said Perry. “They didn't have to all operate, Jnjjk '1/5 3^^^111 11^1 ^ . 

just one of them had to operare. and this acci- KwmflraEJwM : t, '■*.’• 

dent would not have happened.” WtSh fijorf«f fit £5F) ^v.,, -ij* * ; ' ■ 

Pfcrry did not detail all of the failed precau- fatsKV rff- - "“■ p 

tions, but among the questions he said he zri •%>'.'*. *■?*,■*» jj 

wants answered is why communications were -'.y ■*'.’■■# .•.■> J jpi*. 1 ** - " _ = 

“not effective" between the helicopter team -w r -y ■ Nl *. * - : . ." J ^ 

and an Airborne Warning and Control System '*■*■ '•'■ ‘V’* "' 

(AWACS) aircraft using radar surveillance -v K . X " 

equipment to monitor the airspace. -• ri ~i "■ .■.' V* - - ---'■ \ * 

He said he also wants to leam how it was ~'{ ■" 

that the F-15C pilots visually misidentified the , r ' V-.*!-* i > " • ' '. \ T 

US Army Black Hawk helicopters as Russian- . y - .jV J- / ' r . jMjjffilM 

made Hind helicopters belonging to Iraq. Pen- ^ - - -<A9Bf iSHw 

tagon officials displayed charts Friday sug- 
gesting a Black Hawk carrying external fuel 
tanks — as the two were Thursday — is about 
the size of a Hind. 

But the officials steadfastly refused to elab- 
orate on what interviews with the pilots and Aron** V< > • y# ">s* ^ #^TV ■ ' JBMjMg? ’E - 

others have revealed so far. ■#. %v *•> ; ; , f = *%r. : I l - 

One reason the misidentiftcadon is so be- -Jirvr *%. ^ •' ^ y^ 1 - MC - • - S 

wildering is that all the aircraft — the AWACS, ‘-aPa* \ ^ -s- Mite ^ d 

the F-lSCs. and the helicopters — were report- ^ »•« i* J'“-' ••', '-.a • jHjp jr ■Ks JP5W jB 

edly briefed the day before the flights took S*-v£a' ^ 

place, so the helicopters' presence should have * Is - -MTS 

been no secret. -Jh^ 

After getting no electronic signal from the - r 

helicopters, the Air Force pilots could have *7 

tried reaching them on voice radio. But Perry .tit ? - ’.»t- i : JmT r 

said this was not required under the rules of >&'*. :.wr^ ?; - -•>- ‘ ^R- 1 ^ 

engagement for allied aircraft operating in . ■ "r? i 

northern Iraq, and he did not know whether , »; j 

any voice contact was attempted. ; ■* 1 v •«-* '»*» RHMjflKi''-' ' ' 1 ^ j| 

Flights were canceled Friday above the pro- < ' - 'Vi - : P^B n fe |S 

tected zone established by the United States , . t V ^ H ! 

and allies three years ago to protect Iraq's L ‘ , r-f Mm 

Kurdish minority from persecution by Iraqi " 

President Saddam Hussein. But Perry said the <^^7 . . < * jUr-ri&lFr 

flights that are part of Operation Provide v j.- - r •• ywtlj 1 . i -Sr ''^ w SB^ ’ 

Comfort will begin again following a change ^ flMiifatfk - ^ ,-1 jiQ sj„ '•• . V' ' 

in safety procedures (hat he refused to explain. ^ jP 

citing security concerns. '%x._ • . .? ' r 1 K i '• > 

He said an investigating team appointed to ' V. i*e - i '. 

get to the bottom of the debacle had arrived at , - -. • •- W *' >- /T - -• | ' ' ^ 

Lncirlik Air Base in Turkey. The team is being . ” : "" 9^U'' : fj\- : 

headed by US Maj Gen James G Andrus. ■ .,/ ^ 

commander of the Third Air Force based at »■« i 'riuxj'm '■ f ifMS 1 - i VX 

RAF Mfldenhall in Britain. WiSy ’ --^M- 

President Clinton met with his national se- - 

curity team last week to discuss the tragedy. ^j r W ^ v 

“We are going to stay on top of this, work it J&fbf t -: 

through, and make a full report to the Amen- BQB v; ,? . 4 " || ’ 1 . .' , jM . f] 

can people," Clinton told reporters. j ! 3g ; V . ^ , ^ ' • rMBWIili!: 

Military officials and civilian aviation ex- 

peris said there were several reasons why the . ...... A , . 

Black Hawks' identification system might F-15C pilots had trouble identifying the Black procedures are that the aircraft, after making 
k„„ f„iwi nrhr>n rhp hfiimnwrc wn> pk. Hawks as American aircraft. But aviation ex- identification that the aircraft it is attacking is 
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Black Hawks' identification system might 
have failed when the helicopters were elec- 
tronically queried by the F-15Cs. After turn- 


ing the transponder off while making a brief the AWACS plane which was supposed to be 
siot in the Iraqi town of Zakhu to pick up pas- keeP^S close track of all aircraft in the area, 
sengers, the Black Hawk pilots might have ap^ndy also lost control of the operation, 
failed to turn it back on when departing for a TJe thing dial t ; a stunner to me is how die 
meeting with Kurdish leaders in Salahuddin. e i w h9^ e . thing get out of hand, 

. Another possibility is the device also might and fonner 


Hawks as American aircraft. But aviation ex- identification that the aircraft it is attacking is 
pens said it remains unclear why personnel in not friendly, is authorized to attack,” Shaii- 
the AWACS plane, which was supposed to be kashvili said. ‘ 

keeping close track of all aircraft in the area. But Lear said jets flying close enough to 
apparendy also lost control of the operation. visually inspect helicopters should have been 


“The thing that's a stunner to me is how die able to see the American flag and other maxk- 
AWACS let the whole thing get out of hand,” mgs identifying them as US aircraft. Robert W 


have not been set properly to transmit the pre- J 1 ?™ 16 helicopter pUot. ‘They re the batde- 
detennined code that would properly have 6 , eId ^coordinator. That s why they re up 
identified the helicopters, or ^transponder there 


said Gerry Lear, aviadon attorney and former Gaskin, a former Air Force fighter pilot who 
Marine helicopter pilot. ‘They're the batde- now works for Business Executives, said he 
field coordinator. That's why they're up learned from sources within the Pentagon that 
there.” the F-15Cs took the second of their passes at 


mieht riiTiDlv have broken dovra in fliSt. R- After getting no response from the IFF the request of AWACS controllers, suggesting 
iTKnceivablefoeF-15Cs’ 4®™nc P “ ta S on official said the Air they too w«e uncertain about what type of 

for receiving a transponder signal broke down, force P lIots made two passes from above the helicopter; the jets had encountered. ■ 
^though elaaimdra^dustry officials said this 


7* T~: • ally. The fighter pilots were not required to get 

All diese scenarios could explain why the approval from the AWACS before firing. “The 


El Saadawi 


LA -Washington Post 
News Service 


Continues patriarchy campaign 


• The Innocence of the Devil, by 
Nawal el Saadawi, Methuen, 
254 pp, £1439. 

Reviewed By Laura Ctun- 

min g 

SOME YEARS ago, when Naw- 
al el Saadawi had government 
guards outside her house who 

Book 

Review 

claimed to be protecting her life, 
she wrote that the hostility be- 
tween herself and the Egyptian 
police went back 5.000 years to 
the time when men overthrew 
Isis, goddess of knowledge and 

Ma’aL goddess of justice. This 
was do mere rhetoric. The mil- 
lennial reach is a vital part of her 
sustained assault on paffiarchy. it 
strengthens her nonfiction, but it 
- has a damaging effect on her 

* novels. Determined to generalize 
centuries of female suffering. 
Saadawi creates an historical fic- 


tion in which women are reduced 
to symbols of sexual oppression 
and men are - their interchangea- 
ble torturers. 

The Innocence of the De\'it is 
even given a symbolic location, a 
mental hospital near the Pyra- 
mids which was once a Pharaon- 
ic palace. The female inmates are 
kept submissive with beatings 
and electric shocks administered 
by the nameless Director. The 
Director works for the President. 
The President reports to the King 
who listens to the Imam who 
controls the Grandfather and the 
Father ' in another patriarchal 
structure. All these men have a 
big, cartilaginous hook of a nose, 
and the higher up the pyramid, so 
to speak, the more likely they are 
to have a head "the color of 
white granite, ending in a pyram- 
idal Shape." Ganat, a fiery new 
arrival at the hospital, had re- 
fused to obey the Headmen, and 
was thus considered to be mad. 

Ganat is one of three women 
whose stories are related in a cir- 
cling hallucinatory P rose 

mingles passages from the Koran 
and the Bible with accounts of 
eariy sexual violence, dreams of 



Saadawi 

semi-human animals and fanta- 
sies of freedom suggested by 
summer breezes rustling through 
tall com and white butterflies 
dancing against blue skies. In 
their description of the book, the 
publishers appear not to have no- 
ticed that there are in fact three 
women, but perhaps it’s not so 
surprising since their identities 
are soon confused among the sur- 
real imagery and stock motifs. 
Some attempt is made at the end 
of the book to distinguish Ganat, 
Nefiss and Naiguiss in terms of 
their respective ambitions to be a 


poet, a dancer and a lesbian, bur 
even this is overridden by Saa- 
dawi 's main aim to line up ex- 
pressions of female freedom 
against catalogues of male tyran- 
ny. 

Nawal el Saadawi’s novels al- 
ways represent the continuing 
barbarity of virginity tests before 
marriage, of cliroridectoray, of 
fundamentalist disgust with the 
female body and the double stan- 
dards which operate in marriage 
and in law. And her naive ico- 
nography never varies. 

The title of this book suggests 
a new ambivalence, the idea that 
no one is wholly good or evil 
And the Devil does appear to co- 
exist with God in die shape of a 
shadowy, turbanned form which 
haunts the hospital grounds. But 
the intellectual argument turns 
out to be as nebulous as die ghost 
itself, wafted aside as if it were 
too complex or flimsy to bother 
with. This is a pity, since the rig- 
id binary oppositions within her 
novels constrict the purpose Saa- 
dawi avows in her non-fiction, 
which is to campaign against pa- 
triarchy as oppressive to men as 
it is to women. ■ 

Guardian Weekly 


Ralph Ellison, the 
Invisible Man , dies at 


By Bnrt A Folkart 

RALPH ELLISON, whose only 
novel Invisible Man , became not 
only a searing examination and 
dramatic cry for racial under- 
standing but a work cherished 
over four decades for its complex 
yet poignant literary style, died 
Samrday. He was SO. 

Ellison, whose essays and nov- 
els propelled him into the front 
ranks of 20th-century American 
fiction, died of pancreatic cancer 
at his home in Harlem, New York 
said Joe Fox, his editor at Ran- 
dom House, Ellison's publisher. 

Fox said Ellison had been ill 
for only a short time. .Random 
House had a party for him on 1 
March to celebrate iris 80th birth- 
day and "he was perfectly fine,” 
Fox said. 

When Invisible Man was pub- 
lished in 1952, its author -was a 
virtually unknown history and 
music student whose influences 
ranged from Langston Hughes to 
Mark Twain. 

After 16 weeks on the bestsell- 
er lists and a National Book 
Award, Ralph Waldo Ellison had 
become a household name among 
readers, regardless of color. His 
lone published novel — he had 
worked on a second but most of 
the manuscript perished in a 
fire — has not been out of print 
since. 

Critics, scholars and readers 
see it as a convoluted study of a 
young black man who is strug- 
gling to affirm and make mean- 
ingful his race. He makes war on 
the twin standards of segregation 
that had forced trim out of the 
mainstream and made him feel 
that he was less than a man. 

Ellison himself was not only a 
sensitive youth in some conflict 
with his color, but an English 
scholar fascinated with the litera- 
ture of his time. 

His contention that American 
blacks were invisible because 
they were seen only as stereo- 
types, was couched in the classic, 
stylistic tumult of TS Eliot and 
die psychological myth of James 
Joyce. 

Ellison found the impetus and 
strength to respond to the stereo- 
type in the popular music of his 
day, saying years later that blues 
singer Jimmy Rushing “repre- 
sented, gave voice to, something 
which was very affirming of Ne- 
gro life, feelin gs which you 


couldn’t really put into words.” 

But it was a Fats Waller lyric 
that he credited with driving him 
to focus (he painful introspection 
of autobiography that was evi- 
denced in Invisible Man. 

“What did I do,” asked the 
plaintive refrain, "to be so black 
and blue?" 

The first lines of Invisible Man 
have become among the best 
known in American literature: 

“I am an invisible man. No, I 
am not 3 spook like those who 
haunted Edgar Allan Poe; nor am 
I one of your Hollywood-movie 
ectoplasms. I am a man of sub- 
stance, of flesh and bone, fiber 
and liquids — and 1 might even be 
said to possess a mind. 1 am in- 
visible, understand, simply be- 
cause people refuse to see me.” 

The book tells of a young man 
from the South who journeys to 
Harlem. 

The nameless narrator finds a 
symbol of oppression there that 
Ellison dubbed the “Monopolated 
Light and Power Company.” The 
central character moves from 
sight to blindness, from shadow 
to sun, as he battles the monolith 
in a plot difficult to summarize 
because of its personal and liter- 
ary illusions. 

The Negro (Ellison generally 
preferred that word to black) pro- 
tagonist even incurs the enmity 
of bis own people while manag- 
ing to somehow drain power 


Furnish, French, Gentian, He- 
brew. Swedish and Japanese. 

Ellison later published two col- 
lections of essays and was work- 
ing on restoring his second novel 
at the time of his death. 

I Mike his narrator, Ellison 
was ndt a true son of the South. 
He was boro in Oklahoma City to 
a construction worker father who 
died when he was three years old 
and raised by his mother who did 
domestic work to support them. 
But he said he still found in that 
frontier land vestiges of racial 
prejudice despite the more fluid 
relationships between whites and 
blacks. 

In interviews, he loved to talk 
of how the city had set up a sep- 
arate library for blacks but a 
black mini ster continued to insist 
on using the main, segregated 
branch. 

City officials became disgusted 
and threw great piles of books 
into an abandoned pool hall As a 
result, young Ellison found him- 
self with free access to the 
world's greatest minds. 

He spent three years studying 
classical composition at Ala- 
bama's Tuskegee Institute and 
then headed to New York, where, 
like his protagonist in the novel, 
he became a writer. He came un- 
der the guidance of Richard 
Wright, the most prominent black 
writer of the time. Wright intro- 
duced Mm to Native Son, 



Ellison himself was not only a sensitive 
youth in some conflict with his color ; 
but an English scholar fascinated with 
the literature of his time 


(control) from his archfoe. 

The mysterious journey takes 
place above ground except for 
Prologue and Epilogue, which oc- 
cur in the narrator’s Underground 
Chamber near Harlem. 

“Who knows," the narrator 
wonders at the end, “but that on 
the lower frequencies, I speak for 
yon?” 

Invisible Man has been called a 
near-perfect example of the Ger- 
man Bildmgsroman, or a psycho- 
logical and educational work that 
both informs and entertains. 

Invisible Man has been trans- 
lated into Czech, Danish, Dutch, 


Wright’s early, definitive work of 
the black experience, while poet 
Hughes introduced ElHson to An- 
dre Malraux, the Bench essayist 
and Marxist. Ellison said he took 
the best from both while also fell- 
ing under the influence of Dos- 
toevsky, Conrad, Eliot and Joyce. 
Wright was the first to publish El- 
lison’s writings in a mag^rhie he 
was then editing. 

During World War n* Ellison 
served in the Merchant Marine 
and returned ready to write apoy- 
. el about a black American sqkper 
captured by the Germans. . fEi 

What happened instead, he 


A young black in America 

said, was that he was obsessed 
with his existence that he saw 
only as ‘invisible.’ The book that 
came from that dark thought took 
seven years to write. 

Ellison did not live Jong 
enough to completely reconstruct 
his second novel, which he said 
featured the childhood reminis- 
cences of Cl eo thus, at 300 
pounds the biggest kid in the first 
grade. He did publish the two 
collections of essays, “Shadow 
and Act" in 1964 and “Going to 
the Territory” in 1986. 

Ellison taught and lectured at 
Yale, Rutgers, New York, the 
University of Chicago and Bard 
College in New York. 

His awards included the na- 
tion's highest civilian honor — the 
Medal of Freedom — and mem- 
bership in its most prestigious lit- 
erary organization, the American 
Academy Institute of Aits and 
Letters. 

■ In Ms late years Ellison said he 
had sought to create works of lit- 
erary merit built ou scaffolds of 
social causes. 

Ellison is survived by his wife, 
'Fanny, arid a brother. ■ 

■ i j* V;> 

LA TlmeS-Washiogton Post 
News Service 
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EXHIBITIONS 

*r A1 Ab'aad Ait Gallery is exhibiting the works of 
six artists: Alia Ammoora, Dorothy Mango, Bind 
Naser, Janine Saaf, Lucy Marto and Tete Wege- 
fins until Wednesday, 27 April (see story below"). 

«■ Today, 21 April, is the last day to see the paint- 
ings of J»™i and Jehad Abu Suleiman at 

Aha Art Gallery. 

t French artist Jean-Pierre Pmcc min will be 
exhibiting his works at (be French Cultural Center 
until 23 ApriL 

FILMS 

mr Because of Earth Day today. Thursday, 22 April, 
no film will be shown at the American Center. How- 
ever, Sunday, 24 April the Center will show Olivo 1 
Stone's controversial film, JFK at 5 pm, 

■r- The French Cultural Center will show the film. 
Tons Les Matins Du Monde, Monday, 25 April at 


-^cooperation with the Godfce Institute, to Haya 
Cultural Center will show to German ffljn Zim— 
Das WoUtenschaf, (winncrat the Intonahcmal Om- 
dren’s Film Festival in Cairo h*I 993) Sunday, 24 
! April at 5 pm. The film will haveEnghsh subtitles. 
CuNCbnTS 

w Hotel Inter.Continental Jordan, in roopwation 
with to Austrian Embassy, Plaits Morar- 
teuin Quartet of Salzburg. Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, 26 and 27 April, beguming at 8 pm. Tickets are 
JD 25 with dinner. 

The Friends of Arttoeofogy will be takmg a top 
to Khiibet edh-Dharih, located between Kerak and 
Tafileh, tomorrow, 22 ApriL DparttOT will be at 9 
am from the parking lot at to Antra Hotel. The cost 
is jd 5. 


Naji Al Ali 

Death be not proud 


By Adman Yahya and 
Mahmoud Al Abed 
Special to The Star 

THE TIME and place of the 
crime may differ, but it's always 
the same blood that is shed, the 
same killer and the same prey. It 
is the Palestinian who is always a 
“candidate for death." as if he 
were sooner or later to meet his 
doom and deserved retribution. 
The only good Palestinian for the 
Zionists is a dead one. 

The assassination of the great- 
est Palestinian and Arab cartoon- 
ist Naji Al Ail was one in the 
chain of murders targeting crea- 
tive figures in the Palestinian 
march towards liberation — such 
as Ghassan itanahni in Beirut, 
Abn Jihad in Tunis, Khaled 
Nazzal in Athens and Miyid 
Abu Sharar in Madrid — 
apparently an endless path of 
massacres and bloodshed. Tragi- 
cally enough, the Palestinian 
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people cannot judge which 
murder has been the crudest or • 
martyr the dearest. Paradoxi- 
cally, the batcher always tries " 
to put the world's mind at ease 
by the misleading justification 
of warring against terrorism. 

Bom in the village of Sha- 
jara in Palestine in 1936, Al 
Ali fled Palestine to settle with 
his family in Lebanon. In. 
search of a living and a digni- . 
fled life, he joined the streams 
of Palestinians who headed for 
Kuwait. After that he returned 
to Lebanon to work for Al Safir 
newspaper for 10 years before 
going back to Kuwait to draw 
cartoons in Al Qabas daily. He 
lived his last days in London 
where- he was killed in 1988. 

Naji's record as an artist is full 
of grace. Besides the many solo 
exhibitions of his cartoons, 
(some after his death), he was the 
secretary general of the Associa- 
tion of Arab Cartoonists, a 
founding member of the Pales- 
tinian Artists' Association, 
and a member in the general 
secretariat of the General 
Association of Palestinian 
Writers and Journalists. He 
was awarded many prizes in 
Arab and international 
exhibitions. 

People say that the greatest 
Arab poet, Abbasi Al Mnta- 
naby was killed because of 
bis art. aadf because of 
his poems in particular.- This 
could be true of Al Ali as 
well, especially since he 
k adopted “black , comedy,” a 
^ ^Frera^ school of caricature 

- -its. Najr lived his own life the 
same way when dealing with 
* events in the Arab and Pales- 
tinian political life. He sup- 
| ported the ordinary man 
11 against his internal and exter- 
nal enemies, so Naji to artist 



Rado introduces Chronometer for 
exceptional accuracy 


SINCE THE launching in 
1962 of to legendary oval 
DiaStar — the world's first 
scratchproof watch — nearly 

two million have been sold. Its 
unbroken success, its popular- 
ity and Us enduring value give 
good reason for to present 
launching of the first Rado 
chronometer. 

The unmistakable form, to 
scratchproofness and the 
unique brilliance have 
remained unchanged. What is new is to movement of to DiaSiar 
“Chronometer," which guarantees exceptional accuracy. Thus to oval 
Chronometer is to ideal watch for people who absolutely need the 
greatest possible precision but still prefer an automatic movement and 
the classical oval shape. 

The new Rado “Chronometer” is now available at good watch 
retailers. ■ 
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became a popular hero. This is 
what distinguishes Naji from Al 
Mutanaby whose an only served 
his own personal aspirations. Al 
Ali, however, dedicated his art to 
the most noble of causes — to 
enlightenment and lifting of the 
oppression against his people. 
The ideals be believed in and 
preached were so revolutionary 
toy led eventually to his ffeath. 

Like Chekhov, the great Rus- 
sian writer and playwright. Al 
All’s figures were simple. And 
yet, the characters are subject to 
Other people's tyranny and injus- 
tice. Al Ali Jalso reminds us of 
to caricaturist Dontieur when 
ridiculing to pretentious by 
depicting them as ugly swelling 
figures. 

Wordsworth once said, “The 
child is the father of man. Maybe 
Al Ali’s belief in this led him to 
abridge all to true humans in 
one child — Hanzhala. Present in 
alL of Al Ali's cartoons, Hao». 
zhala is to faifef ul gua rdian who 
observe* whU^'iS 'gSIlitig around? 
with much patience and -much 
pain. ‘This figure that I have 
created," said the artist, “will cer- 
tainly not vanish when I am 
gone. I do not exaggerate when I 
■say that I may survive through 
him after my death. Another time 


he said, “Hanzbala is to naughty 
Palestinian kid, to same old pic- 
ture of rebelliousness and naugh- 
tiness of a homeless refugee who 
overcame his pain and 
sorrows..." 

With his celebrated figures, Al 
Ali, who never attended art 
school, gained universality and 
pre-eminence to such an extent 
that Newsweek commented, 
‘When looking at Naji Al Ali’s 
drawings, you can tell how the 
Arabs view America." 

After Al Ali’s death, poet 
Mahmoud Darwish said. "He is 
to martyr of our culture.” Dr 
Nabil Al Sharif wrote: "Naji Al 
Ali will stay alive despite to 
bullets of treason, we will always 
cake his art as a lantern, and it 
will remain a thorn in to throats 
of the treacherous.* Describing 
his life and suffering as an enter- 
prise of martyrdom. Dr Asa’ad 
Abdul Rahman wrote, “Naji Al 
Ali was as gentle and hard as a 
diamond; the charcoal he drew 
• wife was a product of to fee of 
his agony." In his column, jour- 
nalist Fakhri Saleh declared, 
‘Naji Al Ali shortens the road to 
Palestine. His art is so deep, full 
of cynicism and able to uncover 
to irony implied in the cruel 
reality.' ■ 


Mirage: 

Standing against overwhelming odds 


By Haitham Ibrahim 

Special to The Star 

WHEN JAMAL Al Taher. 
founder of the Jordanian band 
Mirage with Wael Abu Nawar, 
decided to check out a year ago, 
it was no big surprise. Since the 
band started -in. 1984, Al Taher 
and Abu Nawar faced frustra- 
tions and obstacles for nine con- 
secutive years. The solution: to 
leave the music scene altogether 
to pursue different interests. 

From 1984 until to present. 
Mirage has followed to same 
line of music that of rock orient- 
ed. The only difference now is 
that they do many songs in Ara- 
bic and some in English. They 
present Arabic songs, according 
to Abu Nawar, in an international 
style just as toy did before with 
their English compositions, the 
exception now being the differ- 
ence in language. 

Abu Nawar is now left with 
wife and vocalist of to band Ay- 
eda to face a deluge of over- 
whelming odds. 

For Mirage however, it hasn't 
been ail rosy. They can’t release 
albums, although toy have an 
abundance of material, for the 
lack of enforcing the copyright 
law passed in 1992. Abu Nawar 
says the Government is issuing 
licenses to people “whose job is 
to steal my wont. 'These people, 
who copy other's tapes without 
their consent, don't mind this in 
to least because the Government 
itself does not care about the arts, 
adding that “it [art] does not even 
exist on the Government’s work- 
ing agenda!” 

“The conclusion, in fact al- 



Ayeda, Mirage vocalist 


ready a living reality, is that our 
art is poor simply because their is 
no protection of copyright It is a 
strange case. If to Government 
does not want to implement the 
law, why draft it m to first 
place.” Abu Nawar asks sarcasti- 
cally "is it to show the UN and 
to rest of the world we are civil- 
ized? I say there is no law be- 
cause it has not yet been put into 
action." 

Mirage has produced videos 
for their songs out of their own 
pockets which JTV took as gifts 
and paid them no royalties. “JTV 
is given the videoclips for free, 
and you know how much it costs 
just to produce erne. We don’t 
have an infinite budget,” says 
Ayeda. 

Even though JTV gets their 
videos free of charge, they don’t 
even care to show them on to 
air more than a few times. It was 
a surprise to know that they have 
eight songs which haven’t been 
aired. This finbacks on Mirage 
by not introducing their music to 
the prospective audience. 

As an example of this bewil- 
dering behavior on JTV’s part. 
Mirage released “A Child and a 
Stone", a song on to Intifada,! 
which was shown only once on 
JTV. On to other hand, Julia 
Butins’ “Jabal Al Naar” was 
played over and over simply be- 
cause “to director of JTV wrote 
to lyrics! This, surely, is an act 
of war against local artists”, says 
Abu Nawar. 

But the biggest shock of all is 
that JTV itself violates the Jorda- 
nian copyright law. Abu Nawar 
and Ayeda were shocked when 
they saw their songs being broad- 
cast on Arab satellite networks 
without their knowledge. Abu 
Nawar was furious with JTV be- 
cause they were the only station 
that had video copies of their 
songs. 

The least JTV could have done 
is pay Mirage royalties for their 
huge effort. “This is totally ab- 
surd," says Ayeda and Abu Naw- 
ar. They have even undermined, 
or rather ruined our chances to 
sell our songs," 

The way out of tins situation, 
says Abu Nawar, is for to Gov- 
ernment to implement to copy- 
right law, for TP/ to support Jor- 
danian art and for officials 
responsible for to situation to 



Mirage co-founder, Abu Nawar 

realize that art is not a luxury 
item we can do without. But if 
none of this is realized, Ayeda 
and Abu Nawar will pack their 
bags and leave to establish them- 
selves somewhere else. “We have 
to seek our future somewhere 
else although we wish we don’t 
have to," concluded Ayeda and 
Abu Nawar. 

The frustration and anger 
which will eventually make them 
leave the local scene is a sadden- 


ing reality. Although what I had 
in mind was to discuss with them 
their current productions, 1 re- 
frained. Their sheer anger and 
frustration made me sympathize 
totally with them. Although 1 
don’t necessarily agree with their 
music, we should no longer have 
to put up with the act of killing 
art in the cradle. It is time to face 
the fact that we, unfortunately, 
have no music scene in fee real 
sense in Jordan. ■ 


j looking out my window 
hearing the wind blow 
mountains faced me 
I and hills embraced me 
\ everything seemed calm without any harm 
suddenly nature betrayed me 
above the clouds 
without any doubts 

something was falling from the sky 

like a spy, covering myself 

I saw things go by 

feeling animals around 

trying to give a sound 

was a Utile bird on the ground 

moving within a chain 

trying to heal the pain 

it was a stranger, fighting against nature 

dark was black, then faith comeback 

winning the fight, with pride, itflew to the light 

high in the air it went 

and in liberty it felt 

can’t fly was a big lie 

yet when morning came, with shame 

I saw the bird, blood around 

a man laughing in a strange sound 

with a shot gun on the ground 

Yasar Samir Abdnh 

Abduh is a young Jordanian poet and contributed this poem to The 
Star. 
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Ab’aad Art Gallery exhibits 
variety of oil paintings 

AB’AAD ART Gallery is basting an ex- ^ ~ 

hibition by six artists that will run until | 

27 April. The exhibition contains to 
works of Alia Ammoura. Dorothy 
Mango, Hind Naser, Janine Saaf, if 1 
Lucy Marto and Tete WegeUns. The £?.. 
exhibiting artists vary in style between VW 

realist to abstract painting. Four of to r ' - W jmf 
artists, except Hind Naser and Alia Am- f JB 

moura, are exhibiting their oil paintings \ /, S 

for fee first time. Still life is fee domi- iluB 

nant subject occupying most of to can- 
vas space. For example, scenes form j HUB 
sites like Wadi Rum. Iraq El Amir and f 
other places can be seen. The exhibition § 
also contains Hind Naser’ s first attempt — — 
at monoprinting. Painting by Hind Naser 

Alia A mmoura and Hind Naser’ s 
paintings were the most notable amongst other exhibited works, both 
using fee language of abstraction to serve their subjectivity. 

Alia Ammoura commented that the exhibition is a "delightful and 
soothing place to be in, away from to troubles of life.” ■ 


Duke of Kent to open new 
library at British Council 

TODAY, THURSDAY April 21st at 6pm, His Royal Highness The 
Duke of Kent will officially open to new library and information ser- 
vice at the British Council on Rainbow Street 
Ever since 1948, when the British Council first opened its office in 
Amman it has provided a library service. In 1959 when fee to British 
Council built and moved into its present accommodation on Rainbow 
Street, a purpose built library was created on to ground floor, along 
with a theater and stage. 

However, over to years methods of information provision have 
evolved, and to British Council's information service has changed 
considerably since to forties and fifties. Computer programs and data- 
bases, video and audio facilities, magazine sand newspapers, all take 
their place wife to books in the library. 

In order to accommodate such facilities, the physical space of the li- 
brary has had to change, and in to first three months of this year, ma- 
jor renovation and refurbishment works have been taking place at to 
British Council’s Rainbow Street building. 

In fact, die library and theater have exchanger 1 places, and to li- 
brary now occupies a large open area at to back of to hofldinf look- 
ing out over to garden. 

The British Council library stilLoffeu its members a wide range of 
lending and reference books. In addition, it now houses a video lend- 
ing library containing British entertainment, educational and manage- 
ment videos. 

Customers can also use one of the five CD-Rom databases available 
covering subjects such as medicine (MEDLINE); study in Britain 
(ECCTtSA), as well as British research and journal articles and bibli- 
ographies on all subjects. ■ > 


Plans for the suninier.... 

THE HEAT wave is already here and we haven t even folly 

Ttep S Si y rSg what the real Summer i^njol ^ form. 
rm looking forward to It. but at fee same time can t imagine 

what to heat’s going to be like!! , 

Already we’rejJanmng and thinking about ufeat the coming 

ev=Ws anxious *ou> ^ Sun ^^ 

their plans. We all wonder what we re going to wtaeand 
bow we’re going to spend it-., bur I never once thought of spend- 
ing to 1 0-day vacation we do have here m Jordan. 

There's always Aqaba, true. The perfect vac^on 
dren—a sea resort- But there s not enough to do J. d 
rather spend a little more money and enjoy a 1 ^ r J^ n h e °{ 
beach, better facilities, night life and hotel^ acc ®™ no ^?^ 1 { 
remember my last trip to Aqaba which wasn t so bad... hut then! 
thought about what I actually did... I was merely a beach bum 
looking after my year-old son. There was nothing to do in i to 
afternoon. We’d eat late, browse around fee primitive town, dure 
in fast food restaurants {not even by the sea) and then walk back 
to our hotel and call it a rrighL.... It’s releasing, trae, but you 
can't be in Aqaba more than a couple of nights. I wish there 
facilities for bicycle or moped hiring, a flat-o-tel (close to fee 
beach) a Luna Park (for all ages) and more sports activities (with 
reasonable prices). Aqaba is out of fee question then. 

The Dead Sea is truly dead from anybody s point of view. It s 
too hot to even vaguely consider during the hot summer months. 


The rooms are sparsely furnished wife air conch tjomng which 
hardly works, and tore really is nothing to do there... The food 
leaves a great deal to be desired and there’s nothing to do tore 
whatsoever... The Dead Sea, ton, is out of fee question, too. 

I haven't been to Mae'en yet, after fee many negative reports 
I’ve heard from people. If I were to consider going, it would 
only be for an overnight. Although fee idea of a natural water- 
fall seems refreshing, one can't spend all day under it!.. There 
should be some sort of activities there to help entertain you— 
Mae'en is out of to question. 

Most of to other tourist attractions have inadequate facilities 
and are only good for day trips... I presume we have but one 
choice — to go abroad. 

It is a tremendous loss for the country to have everyone think 
in these terms... but we have no choice. We really don’t have 
anythin g , in terms of vacationing, to even remotely consider... ■ 


“Whoa! ... Think 1 found the problem, buddy." 


"Oh, for heaven’s sake, Miss Carfisfef ... 
They’re only cartoon animals!” 
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BIMUSH PROGRAMS 
SATURDAY 

7s45 — — Charlie Chaplin, some 
of Chaplin ' 5 silent movies 
8:30 — Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air. William amuses the kids 
with his stories about his crazy 
days at Bel Air Academy. 

9:00 — One To One. 

WO — The Campbells 
10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Feature Film: Making 
A Case For Murder. The 
of a group of white Americans 
put on trial for kiUing one of 
three blacks they attacked at Ho- 
ward Beach in California. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 — You Bet Your Life, 
hosted by Bill Cosby. 

8:55 — Zero One, a science pro- 
gram 

9:10 — Stolen Lives (Ep. 3). 
The agony of the real mother in- 
tensifies as the police fail to find 
even a trace. 

10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Island Son. An under- 
cover policeman sets off to kill 
hookers while he's off duty; sav- 
ing men from falling prey to such 
women becomes His obsession. 
11:10 — The Upper Hand 

MONDAY 

7:45 — Science World 
8:30 — The Nanny. The father 
agrees that Maggie can go out on 
a date with Eddy, on condition 
that the nanny acts as chaperon. 
9:10 — Pandora’s Box: To The 
Brink of Eternity. A documen- 
tary that talks about the cold war 
between the US and the former 
Soviet Union. 

10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Black Powder. An Ar- 
abic series, subtitled in English. 
11:10 — Top Cops 


7:45 — Medicinal Drugs. Top- 
ics include: High blood pres- 
sure — its causes and treatment, 
and new dings for diabetes. 

8 JO — Step by Step 
8:55 — Beyond 2000 
9:10 — Moon Ova- Miami 
10:00 — News at Ten 
10 JO — The Cape Rebel. 

11:10 — The Second Hair. John 
is in the spotlight and gossip sur- 
rounds him as he is seen in the 
company of a beautiful young 
woman. 

WEDNESDAY 

7:45 — Great Moments in Sci- 
ence and Technology 
8:30 — Too Close For Comfort 
9:05 — The Best of Magic. Mag- 
ic Ericks and games are per- 
formed in front of an audience. 
9:30 —The World of the Thir- 
ties 

10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Poldark 

THURSDAY 

7:45 — Gillette World Sports 

Special 

8:30 — 

9:10 — Bony. An accident at a 
chemical plant which releases 
poisonous materials makes Bony 
wonder who would benefit. 

10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Feature Film: Rear 
Window. Starring Grace Kelly 
and Jimmy Stewart. An Alfred 
Hitchcock film. Spending idle 
days in a wheelchair watching 
people, a helpless journalist hap- 
pens to witness a murder. 

FRIDAY 

8:00 — Sixty minutes of Arabic 
news 

9:10 — Scene of the Crime 


j Pandora’s 
Box, 

Monday at 
9:10 pm 


10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Black Powder 

PROGRAMMES 

FRANCAIS 

SAMEDI 

5 JO — Le Monde Sous-Marin 
5:41 — Dossier De La Semaine 
6:30 — Ushnala . . 

7:00 — Le Journal 

DIMANCHE 

5 JO — Le Monde Est A Vons 
7410 — Le Journal 
7:15 — FantPasRever 

LUNDI 

5 JO — Les A ven tuners . De 
L*Espace 

6:30 — L’EcoIe Des Fans 
7:00 — Le Journal 
7:15 — Beaumanoir 


MARDI 

5 JO — Envoy e Special 


7:00 — Le Journal 
7:15 — Grands Galops 

MERCREDI 

5:30— Ordy 
6:00 — Sports: NBA 
7:00 — Le Journal 
7:15 — Le Journal 
L’Hlstoire 

JEUDI 


De 


5:30 — Taratata 

7:00 — Le Journal 

7:15 — Le Monde Fantastique 

des Animanx 

VENDREDI 

5:30 — Film: La Parisienne 
7:00 — Le Journal 
7:15 — E=M6 
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By Stacy Jenel Smith 


New Age music man l "Entertainment Tonight ' ' host John 
Tesh blames his wife Connie SeDecca for inspiring his new 
“ The John Tesh Project: Sax By The Fire” — which Tesh 
produced and released via his own reword 
label, but on which he does not perform. 
v Connie kept telling me, ‘put more sax 
on the album’ for my last record — 
which is afine thing to tdl a keyboardist,” 
Tesh laughs. ‘‘That led to the thought of 
doing an all-sax. album. The concept was 
mine. and- tfae songs are ail ones I’ve 
selected, putting together six of the best 
Tesh saxophone players in the country. That 
ought to be enough sax to satisfy her,” 
he says. He also says. “I like to think of it as the ultimate 
makeout record.” Teshis playing weekend dates across the 
country, with expectant spouse Connie traveling along, until 
she gets too close to her June due date. 

“I love having her with me. She' s tike the only critic I really 
trust and she’s really helped me with my stage show. She’ll tell 
me her reaction to this or that song without worrying about 
hurting my feelings too much. She's brutally honest.” 

Yabba dabba doo! Look for the theme song from " The 
Flimstones ’ ' to become a hot disk when that Steven Spielberg- 
produced feature hits theaters this summer. The title track, an 
updated version of the cartoon theme, was produced by super- 
■produperDoB Was and performed by the B-52s. Since the last 
Was/B-52s collaborations netted such top- 10- hits as “ Love 
Shack ' ' and ' ‘Good Stuff . ’ ‘ the industry buzz is that this song 
also will be a smash. 

Diamonds also are a boy’s good friend Dave Pirner of 
Soul Asylum got into the glittering movie-star mood when he 
accompanied flame Winona Ryder to the Oscars last month. 
Winona was asked to select Hairy Winston jewels (loaners!) 
to wear at the Academy Awards. She picked out small dia- 
mond earrings and a straight-line diamond bracelet and neck- 
lace. Dave, who was along for the selection (done in private, 
with photos of the gems provided by the jeweler), then asked 
if he could have some sapphire and diamond cuff links — 
valued at about $20,000 — to sport for the big night. The 
company was quick to oblige. After all, he’s a big star, too. 

Supermodel EUe MacPherson says that one area of show 
business she won’t try is music. At least, not with her own 
pipes. “I used to dream Fd be a singer, but I have a really 
tenible voice.’ ' she admits. Of course, any number of admir- 
ing band members would probably be only too glad to tiaveher 
shake their tambourines. Elle, of course, has recently branched 
into the movie world with ‘ ‘Sirens,” in addition to having a 
new workout video due out and a lingerie line of her own in 
Australia. 

O 1994-Tribunc Media Services , 
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STARTING THIS WEEK: "FLESH AND BONE ” 
(Paramount); Real-life spouses Dennis Quaid and 

Meg Ryan have worked together before (“Innerspace," 
“D.OA.”), but they have particularly meaty and unchar- 
acteristic roles in this drama from writer-director Steve 
Kloves (“The Fabulous Baker Boys”). They play a ro- 
' mantically involved couple witha link in dieirpasts; James 
Caan and the highly notable Gwyneth Paltrow co-star. *** 
(R: AS,P, V) 

‘ ‘MR. JONES ’ ' (Columbia/Tri-Star ) ; In a drama 

that be spent many years getting off the ground as one of 
its executive producers, Richard Gere stars as a manic 
depressive who becomes involved with his therapist (Lena 
Olin). Reuniting Gere with ‘‘Internal Affairs” director 
Mike Figgis, the result is uneven, though the actor captures 
the requisite mood swings well; Anne Bancroft also ap- 
pears. ** (R: AS, P) 

4 ‘ANOTHER STAKEOUT ' (Touchstone ): Ri- 

chard Dreyfuss and Emilio Estevez reprise their roles from 
their 1987 comedy in this amusing sequel, with police 
detectives Chris and Bill getting a new female partner in an 
assistantDA. (Rosie O’DonneU), who joins them to pose 
as a family m searching for a missing trial witness. 
Madeleine Stowe, who co-starred in the first film, has a 
cameo here. *** (PG-13: AS,P,V) 

HELD OVER: ' 'THE AGE OF INNOCENCE' ' (Co- 
lumbia/Tri-Star ): Director Martin Scorsese's ac- 

claimed, lavishly filmed adaptation of the Edith Wharton 
novel traces the 19th-cemnry romance of two privileged 
Americans (Daniel Day-Lewis, Michelle Pfeiffer), in spite 
of the - man’s engagement to another lady (recent Oscar 
nominee Winona Ryder). The true show-stealer is Miriam 
Margolyes. playing a society doyenne. *** (PG: AS, P) 

* 'THE BEVERLY HILLBILLIES’ ' (Fox): Though 

it seems a bit like a high-scbool-play version of the classic 
TV series, with Jim Varney assuming the Jed Qampett role 
associated so closely with Buddy Ebsen (just as one 
example), this update does yield some laughs. Cloris 
Leachman is Granny and Erika Eleniak and Diedrich 
Bader play Elly May and Jethro ... but Lily Tomlin makes 
a great Jane Hathaway. ** (PG: AS, P, V) 

"FEARLESS” (Warner): Rosie Perez earned an 

Oscar nomination for it, but Jeff Bridges is just as superb 
in directorPeter Weir’s (“Witness”) drama of plane-crash 
survivors who have trouble coming to grips with the fact 
that they’re still alive, while others perished. Isabella 
Rossellini also stars in the film, one of the last to be 
produced by the late Mark Rosenberg (“Presumed Inno- . 
PMit” ) *** (R; AS, P, V) 

COMING SOON: "BATMAN: MASK OF THE PHAN- 
TASM” (Warner, Apr. 26): The animated, feature-length 
adventure pits the Caped Crusader against yet another 
master fiend. (PG) 

FAMILY VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS, adult 
situations; N, nudity; P, profanity; V, violence; G V, 
particularly graphic violence. 
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New Jordanian company signs 
agreement with tobacco giant 

THE NEW private cigarette manufacturer, 

International Tobacco and Cigarette Com- 
pany (ITQ, signed an agreement to manu- 
facture Rothmans King Size Filter cigar- 
ettes under licence in Jordan. At a 
ceremony in Amman’s Marriot Hotel last 
week. Mr Tawfiq Fakhouri, Chairman of 
ITC said Che agreement marked a major 
step in the development of both ITC and 
the Jordanian Cigarette market. He said it 
would save hard currency, decrease illegal 
importation and secure new' jobs. 

Mr Steven James, Rothmans’ s Middle 
East Managing Director, saw the agree- 
ment as another indication of the close 
friendship between two nations. 

He added, “As a British Company, 

Rothmans International is particularly 
proud of its long association with the 
Kingdom of Jordan and its people who 
have been such loyal customers for our 
products over many years.” 

ITC was formed in 1992 by a group of 
independent businessmen under the leader- 
ship of Mr Tawfiq Fakhouri. At present in 
Jordan, cigarettes can only be obtained 
from one manufacturer or through importa- 
tion. ITC’s forthcoming entry into the mar- 
ket promises to give smokers a wider 
choice of brands than ever before. The 
company will employ the very latest manu- 
facturing technology and will possess a 
highly skilled and trained workforce to 
match. The products will meet the very 

highest international standards of quality. Li — - - - . — 

AEo Tawfiq Fakhour, (left) of ITC »ith Rothman ’s Steven 

duced high quality cigarettes will help stop James 
the practice of illegal importation of inter- 
national cigarettes. The current loss to customs, es- 
timated at $20 million annually, will be reduced 

substantially. ITr , 

The agreement with Rothmans will provide ITC 
with a link to one of the largest tobacco groups in 
the world. Rothmans International markets and 
manufacturers a wide range of famous mtKnttonal 
brand cigarette names including Dunhili. Ca^er, 

Peter Stuyvesant and Craven as well as Rothmans 

"iTC’s factory and offices are located 17 kilome- 
ters South of Amman. The site occupies an area of 
53,000 square meters and is surrounded by scenic 

^T^factoiy is equipment with the be latest ma- 
chinery and technology to manufacture agarettes or 
the highest international standard. The latest train- 
ing techniques are being used to develop_tlw skjUs, 

Juries and expertise of the new work force. The 
Sens s produced will provide the Jordanian 
smoker with unrivalled quality. . . 

In addition to cigarette production, ITC fJJJj 8 
to develop the country’s capacity to grow high qual- 
ttSSOZ nr will also import special ovens 

and use modem techniques of tob ^S /SSutt 
this will replace the traditional methods and result 

in improved quality and standards of blending. 

ITC Board of directors comprises of nine mem- 

of Jor- 

dan Representative 



. Talal Mari — Managing Director 
Khaled Alayan 
Nagi A1 Hamshari 
Yahya Al Kadamany 
JCTialeH Al Kourdi 

Ro thmans International is one of the world's 
largest tobacco groups. The company provides a 
wide range of well known brand of cigarettes, ci- 
gars and smoking tobaccos for distribution and sale 
in 160 countries- Worldwide, the group’s compa- 
nies operate 47 factories and employ over 20,000 
people. 

Rothmans international comprises of five princi- 
pal operation companies: 

— Rothmans Americas. 

Rothmans Of Pall Mall (Asia) 

Rothmans International Europe BV 

Rothmans Holdings Ltd (covering the pacif- 
ic and Australian) , , v , , 

— Rothmans Of Pall Mall (Internationa]) Ltd. 

Rothmans Of Pall Mall (International) operates 
in the Middle East, Africa, Eastern Europe the Med- 
iterranean, India. Pakistan and all duty free markets 
worldwide. Extensive local manufacturing and li- 
censing agreements already exist Wthin the re- 
gion: Yemen. Egypt, Cyprus, Malta, Turkey and In- 
dia. 

Tobacco International, the respected tobacco 
magazine recently said of the company: “Although 
Rothmans — the brand and the company— is synon- 
ymous with tobacco in most of the world, Roth- 
mans International maintains a quiet professional 
profile. However you describe Rothmans, its a style 
that Reserves admiration.” ■ 
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ARIES (21 March-19 April!: 
Consider your alternatives care- 
fully and make your move. That’s 
true in romance, also. 

TAURUS (20 April-20 May): 
Finish up your work you’ve been 
avoiding, especially re: sports 
activities. If you’re 
pressured by 
bossy types 
stall. 

GEMINI (21 
May-21 June): 

Social activities 
could' encroach 
upon your 
duties. Don't 
destroy your 
savings to get 
trendy goodies. 

CANCER (22 

June-22 July): A boss may almost 
push you too far on. Show compas- 
sion and don’t slap back. Look for 
a good financial opportunity. 

LEO (23 July-22 August): A 
good time for travel, but there's a 
bureaucratic matter to handle first. 
It’ll only get more expensive if you 
put it off. 

VIRGO (23 August-22 Septem- 
ber): A friend could help you solve 
a financial problem, so ask. 
There’ll be more pressure, but 
don’t worry. 

LIBRA (23 September-23 Octo- 
ber): Pay attention at work. The 
most important pari of the assign- 
ment may be implied, not stated. 
An excellent time for group 
activities. 

SCORPIO (24 October- 21 
November): Work hard the first 
part of this week. You should be 
able to start picking the Emits of 
your labo rs soon. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November- 
21 December): Apply for financ- 
ing. You might think of a neat way 
to use it A time to return to reality. 
Finish work that’s piled up. 
CAPRICORN (22 December-19 
January): Focus on a domestic 
issue or matters could go from bad 
to worse. Financial decisions made 
this week will last, so take care. 
AQUARIUS (20 January-18 Feb- 
ruary): A good week for learning, 
but some other kind of work could 
take precedence. Postpone a deci- 
sion and consult a partner first 
PISCES (19 February-20 
March): Money may try to burn a 
hole in your pocket. If you wait, 
you'll make a more sensible pur- 
chase. Volunteer for extra work- 

If yon were born tills week: 

In domestic matters, a major irri- 
tant is a lesson in disguise. Face a 
challenge in romance and a solid 
relationship's your reward. Your 
stubbornness comes in handy this 
year. Use it to build something that 
will last forever. You’re a lucky 
winner. Romance, travel and 
money are favored. Learn to get 
along with everybody, and you’ll 
profit later. 
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4 A 1073 
V J87 

♦ AK3 
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Final contract' 44 by South 
The Lead: Y4 


West 

North 
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South 
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19 

Pass 

Pass 

Double 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

20 (*) 

Pass 

2N 

Pass 

4* 

Pass 

End 


The National Festival is still running at the Jordan 
Bridge Association. Tins hand came up during the third 
session of the open pairs event Lubna El Salem sitting 
south facing her sister Han an Jumean together reached the 
reasonable contract of four spades. 

One diamond was precision and 29 later on the bidding 
showed eighteen or more points from the balancing seat 

On the heart lead East with the ten and continued heart 
and another. Lubna ruffed in her own hand. How would 
you go on? 

Safety plays are rarely applied in the pairs competitions, 
you only apply them when you release that you reached a 
good contract that is hard to reach on the other tables. 

Lubna played a diamond to tbe Ace, finessed the spade 
Jack, played a spade to tbe Ace, cashed the diamond king 
and exited with, the last diamond from dummy. Whatever 
West play the contract is safe. 

This is not' an absolute safety play, but it is a sort of 
since refusing the diamond finesse maximize your chance 
under some distribution. 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


ACROSS 

1 ACopper- 
Md 

5 SmaUdrun 
10 


14 Vwva 

15 Qukfcty 
18 Anderson 

of“WMRP" 
17 Ffcnmrof 
ft* My 
family 
20 Land — 
(Batafl) 

SI daman 


40 Young IddS 
42 Partner for 
panataa 

44 Bat one 
prof. 

45 Roods copy 
47 Aeries 

49 SoHdHy 

50 Nags Ban 
52 Spoaks 

impart octiy 
54 Cortain 
breads 

56 Knlfa 
of old 

57 Stupid 


DOWN 

1 -TO 

Pinion 

orremam- 

bartng) 

2 Buck 
heroine 

3 Dash 

4 Turkey 
center 

5 Make 
leather 

0 Likely 
7 Scrooge 


22 Dot of 
land: Fr. 

23 Hasty 

28 PsnpoMa 

28 Kinship 

32 TV newt 
name 

38 Common 
verb 

37 “Pomp end 
Oreum- 


60 Ofyt 

62 Carrot 
cousin 

68 Handy man 

70 Jal — 

71 Ow the 
blackboard 

72 Applaud 

73 Canyon 

74 Jofwtng 
■hane 

75 Wekd 


30 C acoph ony 


>0 Indian, 
forona 
9 FU 

10 Everything 

11 Incflan 

12 bvHgodye 

13 Monel 

18 Fired up 

19 ratified 

24 Threshold 

25 Navajo 
home 

27 Porch for 
. Plato 

28 Deserved 

29 Wear away 


30 Admit 

31 Nostrils 

33 Door Joint 

34 Fragrant 
compound 

35 Staggers 
38 Takes a 

breather 
41 Recipe 
word 

43 Mr. Kenton 
48 Final word 
48 Daub 
51 Skimmed 
a book 
53 Threaten 
55 Gaze 
fixedly 

57 Opened 
a bit 

58 Room in 


59 Read 
81 Israeli 
airline 
63 Useless 

84 Char 

85 GHrnpsa 

87 Mr. Carson 

88 WW1I 

il 


69 Souchong 


01994. Tribune M ute Serntan 
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WORD WISE 


Q: I came across a word I 
never saw before and won? 
dered if the writer made it up ( 
as a play on words. The woid 
is “slanguage.” 

A: A noun blending slang: 
and language, it is indeed a 


legitimate word. According to 
Webster’s Collegiate Dictio- 
nary it means, “slangy speech 
■or writing." 

Send qi^strofis or comments for 
Word Wise to P.O. Box 4367, 
Orlando, Fla. 32802-4367- 

O 1994, Tribune kUia Sovicci 


FEELIN 
—FIT! — 

If you're in a car accident 
and walk away unbanned, 
your body may be fooling 
you. Oftentimes, soft tissue 
damage results whichyouare 

not aware until days or we4ks 
later when various shooting 
pains enunatefromjoints and 
muscles. Following any 
trauma, such as an auto acci- 
dent, consult your physician 
for a checkup. 

© I W. Tribow: MedbScfYieei 
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Le 


Amman, suivez le guide . . . 


Jourdain 


• La municipality est pratiquement parvenue au terme de son grand projet: 
dormer un nom aux 7 000 rues de la capitale! Ce defi aux habitudes 
s'accompagne de la numerotation de chaque nudson et a la publication de 

t i r - - f'4^ : * 13 JhI/mBap A 1 A mmnn 



Supplement en frangais du Star 


plans de la viUe. La municipality va ainsi iditer 13 plans detaities V Amman 
ou Von pourrOy enfin, decouvrir son adresse, 

Certaines voies - comme la fameuse "Garden Street" - ont du etre renom- 
mees ... declenchant le mecontentement de leurs riverains. Surtout, lorsque les 
nonts usuels ont eti reattribues a d'autres rues! Les services publics ont deja 
ite contactes pour les encourager d utitiser cette localisation inedite. 

Ce vaste projet municipal a commence d la jin de 1992 * Dans quelques mois, 
une brochure intitulee "Guide etendu d’ Amman " sera publiee en arabe et en 
anglais. A la Jin de Vannee prochaine , chaque ruelle devra avoir $a plaque pa - 
tronymique . Esperons qu’ une formation accilerSe soit offerte aux chauffeurs 
de taxi! 





T : 


Visite 


Pisani met au defi 


Un immeuble 
au long cours 


Jordan ic 


Express 


le monde arabe 


President de l'lnstitut du monde arabe, Edgard Pisani etait en Jordanie pour nouer 
des contacts dans une grande "tournee inventaire" et trouver des reponses aux 

questions sur l'identite arabe. Projets et enjeux. 



"LE MONDE arabe? C'est un 
pass£ immense. Cest un avenir 
sflremem considerable et un pre- 
sent incertain. Ou pas de pre- 
sent...". Avec cette phrase pro- 
vocanre, Edgard Pisani a condu 
son intervention au Centre cultu- 
ral royal. A la tete de l’lnstitut 
du monde arabe flMA) h. Paris, 
depuis 19S8. cet ancien ministre 
de Georges Pompidou et 
Francois Mitterrand est au- 
jourd'hui au craur des debats et 
defis qui secouent l'identite 
arabe. 

Pour nouer des liens directs 
entre le "paquebot du quai Saint 
Bernard 1 ' (voir encadrfi ci- 
contrc) et la r£alit6 sur le terrain. 
Edgard Pisani a decide de visiter 
chacun des 22 pays assori£s h 
ITMA dans une grande tournee. 
Premiere etape: la Jordanie. "Je 
fais I'inventaire de ce qui peut 
6tre presente & Paris de la civili- 
sation arabe. Je ne veux omectre 
aucun element cultural et ITMA 
n’a pas. jusqu'& prfisent, fait la 
pfece qu'eUe raerite b la Jbrda- 
me*. 

Pour mener a bien son en- 
quete, en irois perils jours, 
l'agenda d 'Edgard Pisani etait 
des plus charges: rencontres 
avec des crtiateurs, des intellec- 
tuels, les autorites, les m6dias... 
Et deja des projets concrets. Se 
distinguant par leur "travail re- 
marquable", la Galerie cationale 
et la Fondation Shoman vont 
bientdt col’aborer avec l'EMA. 

Promouvoir l'art contempo- 
rain arabe est, pour le president 
de I’institut, i'occasion de briser 
les cliches: "Pour les Occiden- 
taux. le monde arabe est plus un 
motif de preoccupations et 
1'endrait de production du pe- 
tiole qu'un lieu de creation de la 
civilisation daujourd'hui. Mon- 
itor la crimivne de b jcune gen- 
eration. c'est reveler la culture 


arabe dans sa modemite". L'lMA 
possCde ddj& un departeraent d’art 
moderae et souhaite organiser 
une manifestation avec des ar- 
tistes venus des quatre coins du 
Maghreb etdu Machrek. 

Le Royaume hachemite avec 
ses chateaux perdus dans les 
sables va aussi trouver une place 
dans la prochaine grande exposi- 
tion. Theme: le desert H De 
f ocfan Indien a 1'Atlantique, c'est 
I'eiement commun. le Hen singuli- 
er du monde arabe", souligne Ed- 
gard Pisani. "Cette particularite a 
inspire quantites d' artistes iocaux 
comme occidentaux". Inaugura- 
tion dans deux ans. 

Les grandes expositions sont 
I'occasion de faire connaitre 
l'JMA au plus grand nombre. La 
collection figyptienne, il y a deux 
ans. et la presentation syrienne. 
cette annee, furent avec 400 000 
visiteurs des succfes d'envergure. 
Dans une viUe ou les centres et 
les ev6nements culturels sont le- 
gion, cette affluence marque, 
pour te maftre des lieux. "une cu- 
riosity. un interet et un respect 
signiftcatifs pour la civilisation 
arabe". 

Aprts ceue ambitieuse evoca- 
tion du desert, Edgard Pisani 
songe a une presentation des tn£- 
sors omeyades. Dans celle-ci. les 
demieres decouvertes effectudes 
en Jordanie, en parti culier des el- 
ements mobiliers, pournont 
s'exposer. Enfin. "Petra. II y a 
quelques mois. elle etait dejk 
Fh&te d'honneur de 1’IMA avec 
une exposition photographique b 
I'occasion de la publication du 
"Dit des Pierres". Cene evocation 
de la cite nabateenne est pourtant 
jugte "insuffisanie". Gageons 
done que Petra reviendra devoiler 
ses charmes sur les bords de 
Seine. 

Au cours dc sa tournee. Ic pres- 
ident de ITMA ne veul pas seule- 


ment rdpertorier des ob- 
jets susceptibles d'etre 
montrds au public. D 
cherche aussi b provoquer 
un debat sur les notions 
d'identite et de civilisation 
arabe. Quelles sont les li 
mites du monde arabe? 
Aujourd'hui et hier? 
Quelle place faire au 
mode de vie actuel & cote 
de {'heritage culture! du 
passe? Autant de reponses 
b trouver. de difficult^ & 



contoumer. 

Edgard Pisani. n'a pas 
elude les nombreux 

problcmes auxquels il est 
quotidiennement confron- 
ts dans sa gestion d'une 
institution culturelle 

unique au monde. Les 
susceptibilites politiques 
ne sont jamais loin dans 
une association oD seuls 
des gouvemements sont 
membres! Au premier 
chef, I'&ueil financier est 
de taille... Edgard,. 
prefera jeter urKvoHe 
dique sur cette question, 
sans nier son ampleur. 



COMMERCE 
L' Am bass ad ear de ' Bel- 
giqoe et ie ministre de 
(’Industrie et du com* 
merce se sont . mis 
d'&ccord pour (a creation 
a Amman du Centre 
Euro- Information charge 
de promouvoir le com- 
merce entre la Jordanie 
et (’Europe. Ce centre 
devra it ouvrir ses portes 
en juin dans ies Iocaux de 
la JEDCO. L'aide finan- i 
ciere est foumie par la 
Belgique. 


V. « 



DEPUIS 1987, un bad men £ d' aluminium et de verra a accostC 
quai Saint-Bemard. le long de la Seine, au cceur de Paris. A 
TextrSmitfi du boulevard Saint-Germain, ce curieux paquebot im- 


mobile est devenu un point de repfere Evident du paysage dc la 
capitale. Sa proue. gigantesque et translucide. se dresse comme 


•t i 


un point de ponctuation entre deux eaux. deux tissus urbains. A 
son boat emharqueroem pour 1'Oriem... 

L’extrdmitd de cet immeuble au long cours est formde d un 
cyHndre de marbre blanc, la tour des livres. Les ouvrages dispo- 
ses sur les ray onn ages se laissent deviner de rextcrieur, au trav- 
ers de la faqade transparente. Le flanc nord, elegamment galbe. 
est toumd vers le Paris historique. 11 reflate les barmonics chan- 
ge antes de la Seine et des immeubles en pierre de tailfe de i’fle 
Saint-Louis. 

C6t6 sud, I’architecte a imaging une variation -“high-tech'' du 
mouebarabieb. Une cellule photo-eleccrique ouvre et ferme de 
larges diaphragmes m6talliques, dosant la lumifere en fonction de 
ses variations. A. ses pieds. le parvis reprend le thbme deco rati t' 
de cette paroi fascinante. Toucbe jordanienne: une imp os ante 
sculpture en marbre de Mona Saudi trfine sur le dallage. 

PassCes les parois de verre du hall, le passager entre dans un 
jeu subtil d’ ombres et de clartfi d£voilant les tresors de la culture 
arabe. Le p amours 4 travers les ascenseurs vitris - qui comme les 


AQABA - Une patrouiUe 
de la marine americaine 
a eznpeche Faeces au port 
d'Aqaba a on navi re pol- 
onatjs transportant des 
pieces detachees pour 
tracteurs a destination de 
{'Irak. C'est le qnator- 
zieme batiment a faire 
demi-tour depuis le dlbot 
de 1'aunee. Peu de temps 
avant, un navire charge 
de papier avait du aussi I 
rebrousser chemin. ] 


Devenez 
1 journalistcl 


II souffre aussi de . , . . , ... _ _ . , , _ . . 

l’absence d'interlocuteurs Edgard Pisani est president de l institut du monde arabe a Parts depuis 
panarabes: "Une des dif- 1988. Son grand dessein: la creation d'un “musie en images ", 
ficult&s, c’est 

rextraordinaire dispersion, le er". De merae, la question reli- Face au dfiferlement d'images 

manque d'organisation, des 416- gieuse est h manipuler avec pr6- venues d'outre-Atlantique, Ed- 

ments de 11i6ritage culture! caution. gard Pisani souhaite allumer un 

arabe. II est surprenant, ec parfois "Le monde arabe est musul- conlre-feu. "Bientdr n'existeronr 
ddsagnSable. d'etre ceux qui doi- man et nous le pnSsentons dans le _ monde que les civilisa- 

vent aider le monde arabe il r6- comme tel. Mais, 1'IMA n'est pas lions qui auront su donner d'elles- 

vdler ses propres richesses!". une institution islamique. Nous mfemes une expression visuelle ou 

Le problerae de fond est la voulons presenter la r£alit£ d'une plutot i6l6visuelle". pr6vient-il. 

contradiction interne du monde s .orieti5 et non la n6v61alion d'un C'est pourquoi, son grand dessein 

arabe entre son d6sir d'unit£ et sa texte". En 6tant le lieu de rencon- est de creer un "mus£e en imag- 

rCalite 6dat6e en Etats concur- ire, de dialogue, entre deux civili- es". L’dtude est d6jk en route, 

rents ou memo hostiles. "A rations, cet institut met le doigt Prises de vues, classement, com- 

rinstitut, nous avons appris qu'il pr6tis£ment li ou fa fait maL II mentaires: I'reuvre & accomplir est 

est stupide de nier l'umt£, ceuvre aussi pour inscrire cette 6norme. Le d4fi exaltant ■ 

comme il est inutile de nier la di- culture m£diterran6enne dans la 

versile. Mais. c’est difficile h g6r- modemit£. Florent Chevolleau 


Face au d£feriement dimages 
venues d'outre-Atlantique, Ed- 
gard Pisani soubaite allumer un 
contre-feu. "Bientdr n'existeronr 
dans le monde que les civilisa- 
tions qui auront su donner d'elies- 
memes une expression visuelle ou 
plutot t6l6visuelks". pr6vient-il. 
Cest pouiquoi, son grand dessein 
est de creer un "mus6e en imag- 
es". L'6tude est d6jk en route. 
Prises de vues, classement, com- 
mentaires: l'ocuvre k accomplir est 
dnorme. Le d4fi exalianL ■ 


Florent Chevolleau 


. monde arabe (TMApest un 6cxin & nul autre pareit 

La n6cessit6 d'un tel lieu de dialogue avec la culture arabe est 
apparue dfes le lendemain de la secortde Guerre Mondiale. Le 
G£n6ral de Gaule I’envisageaiL Le 27 octobre 1974. le gouverne- 
ment de Jacques Chirac d6cide sa creation. L’acte de fondation 
entre la France et les vingt ambassadeurs des pays arabes (depuis 
I’Egypte et la Lybie ont rejoint l’organisation) est signe’ six ans 
plus lard. 

Cest Jean Nouvel et Architecture Studio qui sont d£signes 
pour cooci6tiser ce carrefour culture) au bond de la Seine. Sur 9 
Stages et 26 900 m2 de surface totale, FIMA est aujourd'hui a 
I’dtiroiL D6barrass6 de sa reputation de “splendide coquille vide", 
son nombre de visiteurs gonfie de 10% chaque ann£e et ses ac- 
tivity se mnltiplient. 

Aujourd'hui, une "catastrophe" le guette: FarrivSe de 40 000 
ouvrages arabes classiques. Ce don doublera pratiquement le vol- 
ume de la bibliothbque de FIMA. Dans cette section phure se ret- 
rouvent d£jh chaque jour pres de 800 lecteurs. A mesure que la 
croisi&ie culturelle s'enrichit, le quai Saint-Bemard risque 
d'attirer de plus en plus de candidats h Invasion. ■ 

F.C. 


Le Jourdain 
reunite... 


; Imperatifs: etre 
| : francophone et 
aimer L'actualitc 


Envoyez xotre 
candidature a: 


jourdain /The Star 
PC BOX' 03 1 3 

L Amman 


Tel: 045 3S0 
tv.52 380 


LIMA en activites 


"PONT CULTUREL" entre ies civilisa- 
tions, l’lnstitut du monde arabe flMAl est 
une association de droit priv£ coraprenant 
22 Etats arabes plus la France. Situe en 
ptein Paris, il est devenu en 7 ans un lien 
incoutoumable de la capitals. Prcuve dc 
son succes: le million de visiteurs annuels. 


Analyse 

Les perspectives 
de la paix 


Universite 


Y armouk, la francophile 


La bibliothdque. Riche de plus dc 50 000 
ouvrages et 1 000 litres pdriodiques. elle la 
collection la plus complete au monde en publi- 
cations arabes nScentes. Ses services de 
grande quality (systfcme d' informatisation au- 
tomatisd, acces direct au funds...) aturent 12 
000 lecteurs m ensue Is. 

La bibliolhtque organise p4riodiquement Ic 
Salon euro-arabe du livre. lieu dc rencontre 
privil4gi4 enirc auteurs. 4diteur$ « imellec- 
tuels. 


Avec la paix, Glenn Robinson, prevoit un 
boom economique et des avancees 
democratiques pour le Royaume. 
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r 




■r Le musee. Apr6s avoir accueilli tes collec- 
tions d'archdologie orientale du Louvre jus- 
qu'en 1993. Hnstitut pr6sente sa propre coUec- 
tion et des oeuvres de jcunes peimres et 
sculpteurs dans son dlpartement d'an mod- L_ 
eme. 

Selon une politique nouvellc, il souhaite devenir 
"Le mus6e des musces arabes" en recevant, pour 
une pdriode d'un ou deux ans. Ies pieces entrepos- 
6es dans 'es reserves des m usees arabes et done 
inaccessibles au public. 


gLf: 


■r Les expositions. Tods les deux ans. TIMA pre- 
sente une manifestation d'envergure. A pres 
I'Egypte, la Svric tient la vedette pour quelques se- 
maines encore. Ces deux expositions ont attirf 
chacune 400 000 curieux. La prochaine sera ccn- 
saerfc au d6sen. 

Des pr&entations plus modcsles sc succMent per- 
jodiquement. A I'affiche en septembre: “Eugfine 
Delacroix et le Maroc". 


15 000 diapo5itivcs. des photos, des films, des en- 
regisLrements classes par tteraes et par pays, qui 
sont acccssibles grace h dix posies de consultation 
automatisfe. 

L'unite Cinfi-IMA organise la projection d'avant- 
pre mitres I ides au cindma arabe. ainsi que des 
hommages 1 des grands cindastes ou & des ac- 
teurs, Depuis 1992 cxiste la Biennale des cindmas 
arabes. 


Les debats. Au rythme de deux ou trois ren- 
contres publiques par semaine. pendant Fannde 
scolaire. les "Sdanccs de FIMA" abordent tous les 
th&mes dans des ddbats ouverts, francs ct parfois 
rudes. L'inslihit confoi) cl accucilie de nombreux 
colloques euro-arabes et mcme unc "Chaire de 
1'IMA" a did misc sur pied. 


«■ Les publications. Le irimestriel "A1 Moukhta- 
rat" est la premifere revue pddagogique en arabe et 
en anglais. Il est publid cn collaboration avec 
I ‘Education nationale. L'lMA ddite aussi des cata- 
logues d’expositions, des ouvrages de nffdrence. 
des dossiers et le magazine cultural "Qantara" ("la 
passcrellc" en arabe)." 


<•“ L 'audio visuel. L'cspace Image et Son propose 


*■ Les actions extdrieures. L'institut sort dc plus 
en plus de ses murs du quai Saint-Bemard, tout 
d'abord avec des expositions itineranles dans toute 
la France. Pour toucher le plus grand nombre, il 
est ddj& prdsent sur les ondes dc radio et bientOt il 
sera sur les dcrans de raid vision. ■ 


GLENN ROBINSON, professeur 
de l'universii£ de Califomie. en 
visite en Jordanie, a ddveloppd 
les consdquences positives du 
processus de paix sur Ie Roy- 
aumc dans unc conference organ- 
isle par A1 Urdun A1 Jadid... 
Sans omettre les aspects n6gatifs. 

Du point de vue Economique, 
ce chercheur sp6cialis6 dans le 
Moyen-Orient estime qu'un 
rfeglement du conflit isra61o-arabe 
condu ira la 

rive occi- HHBHBBB 
Jourdain d l VEtat hebr 

parity 'sms infUtrerk 

economique 

lage econo- Sytietl € 

mi que dev- MHB9BBHBB 
rail attirer 

de nombreux Palestiniens exil6s. 
notamment les r&idents des 
camps dc rtfugife en Jordanie. 
Consequence: une reduction du 
taux de chdmage de ce cdtl du 
fieuve. 

Pourtant, certains redoutent 
une h£g6monie isradlienne sur 
r&xmomie risjordanienne et plus 
laigement sur toute la region. 
"Depuis 1967. r&onomie des 
Tem'roires occupds est Jiee et co- 
looisee par Isragl", reconn alt 
Glenn Robinson. "Par conse’- 
quent. l'Etat hebreu pourrait sc 
sen'ir de cette implantation pour 
infiltrer les marches jordaniea. 


syrien et irakien". 

Pour le professeur am6ricain. 
en cas de ddraute Economique en 
Cisjordanie. le risque sera grand 
de voir les ouvriers palestiniens 
dmigrer vers la Jordanie. 

Sur le plan politique, Glenn 
Robinson prddit un coup de fouet 
b la ddmocrati sa lion du Royaume 
aprds 1'aboutissement du proces- 
sus de la paix. Selon lui, les avan- 
edes democratiques sont nestles, 
jusqu'a pr£- 






t- 


sent, trap 

VEtat hebreu pourrait voie du pro- 
infiltrer les marches Su* 
economiques jordanien, 


syrien et irakien 


U Utue/i ne remet pas 

nHUnn cn cause les 
structures 

iraditionnelies, les bases du pou- 
voir. Si les gens au potivoir se 
sen tent menaces, its n'hdsitent pas 
b prendre des mesures inun6di- 
ates. I Is Font d£j& fait". 

Avec la signature d'un accord 
entre Israel et la Jordanie. la pres- 
sion populaire devrait s'accroitre 
pour plus de dfimocratie. Pour Ie 
chercheur amcricain, la question 
est de savoir quel sera "le degr6 
dc mobilisation et la force des 
couches defavorisdes?". Autre 
point d'interrogation: la [faction 
des privilggjds. ■ 


LE DfiPARTE- — .. ; ; 

MENT de langues - 

modemes de 
FUniversitd du 
Yarmouk s'ouvre 
sur le monde. 

Grdce au Service 
culture! de 

FAmbassade de 
France, il vient de 
se doter d’une par- 
aboJe satellite. Un 
plus pour les 350 
dtudiants ay art 
choisi d’ftudier la 
langue de Molifere. 

"Pour eux, c'est 
une occasion 
unique d’entendre 
parier franfais et 
d’avoir un acc6s b 
la culture 

franpiise”, precise 

Ghazi Haddad, di- *“ ■ 

recteur du dfiparte- VAmbassadeur de France , Bernard BaioieL a visite hTZL 

m Cr« en 1985. ce C ° mpagn “- ,atre autres ~ ** Gh ** Hadi^fa V'Kriw 

ddpartemeni de langues est aujourd'hui un des plus rtli . , . . . 

cot£s de 1 university. II recoil chaque annde une ° U pri j , les P laces sont rares. Mais la 

promotion de 120 £rudiants ddsireux d'obtenir leur ' a lan f Ue fi^aise est toujours’un 

Rnrh^lnr nf Arrc fl.ir-pnppt «»n hninu » . plus POUT entre, dans la fnnrtinn m.ki: J T _ . . 


) 


— r — — - - - - — — -w. * v.. juu pam- - j . . ■ - - — - nmsia ta ma- 

oiliferement unle pour enrichir les cours sur la civil- S. s^LST 5 ? a ! ,co P hone5 du Royaume et cer- 
isation, la culture el les institutions franfaises. • joumahstes de la t£l6vision jordanienne 

“La plupart des fitudiants du d6partemem de «*? a i o3et - I,Amba «adeur de France a 

langues ont la chance de partir en France pour au de I firtnement. dimanche dernier, pour’vi- 

moins quinze jours grace aux bourses attributes par f„„„? c ^f ,pus a semaine du dn6ma 

Ie Service culturel". souiigne Ghazi Haddad. Selon 1 a a pss« decouven ]e muste d’histoire 

1 ,.; U A*m*nA* naturelle et ce u d'arrhyr.T™ 0 iustoire 


lui, la demande des jcunes Jordaniens pour appren- 
dre le frangais est croissante. meme si les d£bou- 
ches demeurent limitte. 

ApriSs leurs quatre ann6es d'6tudes, Ies 6tudianls 
ont vocation d’enseigner dans les eubiissements 


naturelle et ceiui d’archdologje ™ e " teoire 
Dans ce dernier domaine, la France tc v»r 
nwuk coUabore dfijS. activement s^,«- Y 
jets dc restauration. ■ r P lusieu « pro- 


TH 


La France offre une “oreille” au Yarmouk: une parabole 
satellite pour completer la culture francophone des 350 
■ etudiants du departement de langues modernes. 


V 1 


le 
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PPO * 


"tts? 

TfMf/l 

*52* 


Royal Cultural Centre 

American Centre Library ..." 

British Council 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute i im 

Russian Cultural Centre" ""." 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Turkish Cultural Centre 

Haya Arts Centre — .. . . 

Hussein You* City 

Y.W.CA. 

y.w.ma ” 

Nabil A1 Mashini Theatre .... 
Nabil & Hisham 's Theatre 
Concord Cinema 


-4VSr 


... 661026/7 

820101 

636147/8 

637009 

641993 

— 641158 

624049 

639777 

665195 

.... 667181/5 

641793 

664251 

— 675571 
. — 625155 
— . 677420 


Plaza Cinema - .... 699238 

Philadelphia Cinema 634144 

Daral A1 Fonoun 

Sports Clubs 


A1 Hussein Sports City ... 

Orthodox Chib 

Royal Automobile Club .. 

Royal Shooting Club 

Royal Chess Club 

Royal Racing Club 

Jordan Bridge Assoc 

Amman Mun. Library 

Univ. of Jordan Library .. 
RJJ.C.N 


667181 

810491 

815410 

-.736572 

673713 

09-801233 

676990 

63711 

843555 

- 837931/837937 
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To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the Electronic 
Sign Board over Safeway Bldg. Please call 685311 - Ext 71 


The Prime Ministry-; 641211 

Amman Greater Municipality 6361 1 1 

Agriculture 686151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs .... 666141 

Culture/ Jabal Amman 636391 

Education & Higher Education — 669181 

Energy & Mineral Resources 815615 

Finance 636321 

Foreign Affairs - 644361 

Industry & Trade — 663191 

Information 641467 

Interim Ministry 663111 

Justice 663I0I 


Labour 698186 

Municipalities & Environment — 641393 

Parliamentary Affairs 64121 1 

Planning ....... 644466 

Post & Communications 624301 

Public Health 665131 

Public Works & Housing ........ 668481 

Social Development - 673191 

Supplies 602121 

Tourism & Antiquities 6423 1 1 

Transport 641461 

Water & Irrigation 680100 

Youth / University — 604701 


Dfpi ornate 4 


Algerian 

.. 641271/2 

Ausiralian 

fnvs&fji 

Austrian 

6446^5 

Bahraini 

.. 664148/9 

Belgian 

675683 

Bulgarian 

.... 818151 

Canadian 

.... 666124 

Chilean 

.... 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons 

.... 677559 

I Czech 671813/666135 1 

1 Danish Consulate Gen .. 

....603703 

I Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French 

641273/4 

German 

689351 


6713TJ/2 

Hungarian 

.... 815614 

Icelandic Consulate 

.... 698851 

Indian 

... 637262 

Indonesian 

.... 828911 

Iraqi 

....639331 

Irish Consulate Gen. 

.... 625632 

Italian 

638185 

Japanese - 

672486/7 

Kuwaiti - 

675135/8 


693101/3 

Lebanese 

... 641381 

Moroccan 

... 641451 

1 Netherlands 637967/625165 1 

New Zealand Consulate 

.... 636720 

North Korean 

.... 666349 

Norwegian Consulate .. 

... 827926 

Omani 

.... 686155 

Pakistani 

.... 622787 


... 677517 

People's Rep. of China . 

.... 666139 

PhiUipines 

. 645161 


637153 

Qatari 

682666 

Romanian 

... 667738 


.. 641 158 

Saudi Arabian 

814154/6 

Sir Lanki. Consulate 

....645312 

South Korean 

660745/6 


614166/9 


644251/2 


669177/9 


686416/7 

Syrian 

. 641076 

Taiwan 

.. 671530 


674307/8 

TudtisH: 

t— 641251 . 

U-AS 643347/643341 1 


.„ 823100 


... 820101 

Yemen 

... 642381 

EEC Delegation 

. 668191 

ESCWA 

694351/8 

ICRC 

.. 688645 

UNDP/WFP 

668171/7 

UNRWA 

... 607398 

UNICEF 

.. 629571 

UNESCO..... 

.. 606559 

i 



iPfiKta 


^v?rv*" 


Adria Airways 

....... 667029 

Aeroflot 

641510 

Air Canada _____ 

630R7Q 

1 Air France 666055/667824 1 

Air India 

.... 688301/2 

Air Lanka 



625203 

Alyemda (Air yemen) 

653691 

American Airlines 

669068 

Arab Wings 

894484 

1 Austrian Airlines.. 637380/667028 1 

Balkan Airlines 

665909 

British Midland 

694802 

British Airways 

641430 

Cathay Pacific _... 

628596 

China Airlines 

636232 

Cyprus Airways 

667028 

Delta Air Lines;. 

643661 

F -£yi>f Air 

... 63001 1 

Emirates Airlines 

643341 

Gulf Air 

6536| 3 

Hungarian Airlines ... 

622275 

1 Iheria KmnifsAASnf. 1 

Iran Air 

677896 

Japan Airlines 

630879 

KLM 

622175 

I Korean Airlines 676624/662236 1 

I Libyan Arab Airlines .. 

...643831/2 1 

1 Lufthansa - 

601744 I 

I Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 1 

1 MEA 

636104 I 

1 Olympic 630125/638433 1 

Phillippine Airlines 

640200 

PIA 

.... 625981 

Polish Airlines 

625981 

I Qantas 641430/655447 1 

Royal Jordanian 

678321 

Saudi a. 

639333 

Scandinavian Airlines . 

604499 

Singapore Airlines 

676177 

Sudan Airlines 

694501 

I Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 1 

Syrian Air. 

622147 

United Airlines 

641959 

USAir - 

..694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian ... 

637380 

Thai Airways 

637195 

Trans World Airline 

623430 

Turkish Airlines 

....... 659102 

Yemenia Airways 

628175 

Queen Alia Airport.... 

(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info 

.(08) 53200 
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Al-Cazar 

314131 

Aqaba 

314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel 

316636 

Aquamarina I 

316250 


313521 


... 312426 ; 


...... 314340 








irbid/Ramtha 2 

Karak/Maan/Aqaba 3 

Jarah/Mafraq/Ajloun 4 

Balqa/Salt 5 

Amman 6 

Tafileh/Wadi Mousa 7 

Queen Alia InL Airport/M adaba 8 
Zarqa/Free zone/Ruseifa 9 


M v* z-- i i : j ».■■» i i 
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Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over LOO years old. Also 
mosaics from M adaba and Jerash 
(4th to 1 8th centuries). The Roman 
Theatre, Amman. Opening hours: 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. year round. Closed 
Tuesdays. Tel; 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: 
Has an excellent collection of the an- 
tiquities of Jordan. Jabal AJ-Qal'a 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9 a.m 
- 5 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. TeL* 
638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con- 
tains a collection of paintings, ce- 
ramics. and sculptures by contem- 
porary Islamic artists from most of 
the Muslim countries, and a collec- 
tion of paintings by 19th century 
Orientalist artists.. Muntazah. Jabal 
. .Welbdeh. Hours 10 sum.- 5:00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 630128. 


i l-.*" j r- 1 4f • 


Em ergencies 

Police 192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade 622090/93 

Ambulance 199 

Blood Bank 775121 

Traffic Folice ...... 625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents 897467/8 

Highway Police 7871 1 1 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity 642441/2 

Al-Ahli, Abdali - 664164/6 

Ai- Bashir, Ashrafieh....77511 1/26 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

AmaJ Hospital- 674155 

Army, Marka...— 891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 
Italian- Al-M uhajreen.. . ..777 1 01/3 
Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity 644281/6 

Malhas, J. Amman 636141 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital 607431 

The Islamic. Abdali .... 666127/37 
University Hospital 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality 843402 

Electricity Complaints 121 

Prices complaints 666181 

Hotel complaints..- 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints 896390 

Water Complaints 656390/91 

Jordan Television „7731 1 I/I 9 

Radio Jordan. 7741 11/19 

Post Office Info 750981/2/3 

Telephone Information 121 


• ■ ' v' :- •&- 
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5 

Buenos Aires 1 

M 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Perth 9 
Sydney 2 

Vienna 1 

973 


Antwerp 3 
Brussels2 

..55 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
BrttziUiaol 

Bulgaria 

359 

Sofia! r 

1 

Ottawa 61 

Chile 

..56 

Santiago 2 

357 

Nicosia 21 

-42 

Prague 2 

45 

Copenhagen (inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Quito 2 

.20 

Cairo 2 

Eire 353 



France - 33 

Paris 1 

Germany 49 

Boon 288 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 


Dublin 1 
Cork 21 

Finland 358 

Helsinki 0 


Greece 

Athens/Pirseus 1 

30 

36 

Budapest 1 

91 

Bandore 812 
New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

And all cities with area 
codes beginning with 1, 2, 
3.4,5. 6, 7 & 8. 


— 62 

Jakarta 21 
Italy 

39 

Rome 6 
Iraq 

964 

Baghdad 1 

81. 

Tokyo 3 

254 

Nairobi 2 

ITraamir Q*5 

S. Korea 

82 

Seoul 2 

7.18 

Tripoli 21 

961 

Beirut 1 

60 

Kuala Lumpur 3 
Mexico 

52 

Mexico City 5 

.712 

Fez 6 
Rabat 7 

Netherlands 

31 



734 

Lagos 1 

47 

Oslo 2 

968 


92 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad 5 1 

Asuncion 54 

51 

T-tma 14 

Philippines 

Manila 2 

63 

_.„48 

Warsaw 22 

. 974 


40 

Bucharest 0 
Saudi Arabia 

966 

Al-Kbobar 3 
Al -Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 


Riyadh 1 

34 

Barcelona? 
Madrid 1 
MarbeUa52 
Majorca 71 
Sri Lanka _... 

94 

Colombo 1 

RiiHsn ... 

249 

Khartoum 11 
Sweden 

46 


Syria 963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan 886 

Taipei 2 

Thailand 66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia 21( 

Tunis 1 

Turkey 9< 

Ankara 312 

Istanbul (Asian pan 216 
Eropean pan 212) 


216 


90 


Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 
Al Ain3 
Dubai 4 


Fujairah 70 
Ghyaihl 52 
Ras Al Khaimah 77 
Sharjah 6 

Uram Al Quwain 6 
UK . . 

44 

London (inner 71) 
London (outer 81) 

. 598 

Montevideo 2 
USA • 

1 

New York 212/718 
Washington 202 
riSRR 

7 

Moscow 095 

... .58 

Caracas 2 

Yemen — 

.... 967 


Stockholm 8 


AlBayda6 
Hodeidah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

Yugoslavia 38 





AmickGmuafPiirfum & Cremes 

Alexandre De Paris 

Longtbamps Umber Products 
Foulards & Cm rotes 

and m any mre... 

the boodque that has style. 

ft 

Shmeisani, Phene 689259 ■ 


£X<\sJL(s 

II active ^ 


Amman 

Internationa! Hotel 



• The upper softness '. ' k _i 

* The mH sole flexMBy ■ 
a The Inner-sole active nft' r Systern 
• The outer-eote duiabffity 

ifeNCE OF COMFORT 


Al-Suwaifiah 

Tel: 827105 PJO. Box 850402 


i i 


' Rest 

Tel 841712/841713 




THE STAR'S 
GUIDE 



AQABA GULF HOTEL 


* * * * 



*o< 




V 


Hi 



r first c 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 3 18246 


: ''I 

F ' ! RESTdUIlilNT l 


Your hair is thin, would you like to 
regain your youthful look? 

Vies sure! 

With GLH you regain a new & 
attractive look 
•GLH is water removable 
•GLH is available in 9 colors 
•GLH makes your hair took thicker 
Agent in Jordan Arabco Contracting* 
Trading Co. Tel: 617986, 639518, 625455, 
Fax: 639437, 617983. POB 925184. 
Sole distributor: 

Asia Pftramacy, tel: 691237 



llgj 



The Fira Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


( IMJMITEL , 

■r.VmnTTa T-! WAl 


P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
. Businessmen 




Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help yon 

24 HOURS A DAY 

Just Call:682097 
Our name says it ail 


^Roc^&’pn 


-r -"Li vcV; u«; : 


The first & best 
Chinese Resturanf 

1st Cir&efftS^Rmmcuu 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Jake away la available 

| Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. [ 

• 7:00 -Midnight 

Tel: 638968 



iiv.. rind tb't'fca-mj k^/is 

- ; are a I wdyti D; : j§ach 



The first haute c 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. It mir- 
rors our special styles and 
taste levels. 

Warm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel 

for vour reservations call 



Jordan's leading economic newsletter 
JD 75 annually 
Subscribe today 
For moire information call 645-380 





Oriental Souvenirs 
Hand Grafts, old silver, old carpets, 
jabal Amman 3rd Circle, Infront Jordan InterContinental Hotel 
J Tel: 648 7 95 - P.O. BOX 1M379 



r »iu» <«t>4 
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Computer 
Companies: 


Abjad Hawaz Dictionary for Windows 


N 


O 


Edited & prepared by Zeid Nasser 


You are invited 
to share your 
news and views 
with our readers. 
Call us at 652380 
or fax us your 
news at 648298. 


Growth rates of 139 percent for the Middle East and Africa: 


ARABIC INFORMATION Sys- 
tems flnfoArab) have released a 
new version of Abjad Hawaz 
Dictionary under Windows, fol- 
lowing available versions of the 
product under MS-DOS and 
Apple Macintosh operating 
systems. 

This is good news for Arabic 
computer users running Win- 
dows because you'll finally get a 
chance to End out meanings, 
synonym s, spelling and any 
derivatives of words. 

Abjad Hawaz Dictionary is a 
morphologically based Arabic/ 
English and English/Arabic Die- 


Infor mix targets Jordan 


nonary which provides you with 
the meanings of Arabic and Ena- 


Editor’s Note: Autographies, 
authorized distributors of 
Informix in Jordan, held an 
Informix Seminar last Sunday. 

Autographies, represented | 

by Sales Manager, Mr 
Ayman Arafeh, hosted the 
seminar, which was 
attended by Mr Bernard 
Dolan and Mr Roger Ched- 
wick of Informix; and Mr 
Fawaz Alami of Infoserv. 
the Informix regional 
office. 

The Star's Zeid Nasser 
talked to Mr Bernard 
Dolan, Area Manager for 
the Middle East and Africa 
and Mr Fawaz Alami, 
Regional Director of Info- 
serv, the Informix regional 
office responsible for 
Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Leb- 
anon, Sudan and the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 
Experts follow. 


thousands of new clients in the 
region. In fact, we've achieved a 
growth rate of 139 percent for 
the Middle East and Africa. 


Tell us about the reasons 
for your growth in the 
Middle East. 

As people have moved to 
Open Systems, we’ve given 
them the opportunity to get — 
their feet into the water, 
thanks to our dual strategy. 

We are the only ones in the 
market with a dual database strat- 
egy. We provide standard 
engines for small systems and 
on-line systems, providing high 
performance mission-critical 
solutions. 

What we have done is ship to 



developed our software to meet 
performance standards. We've 
released version 6.0 which it’s 
actually a re-architected version 
of our database management sys- 
tem and which hardware compa- 
nies have chosen for their bench- 
mark tests. We have also encour- 
aged developers using Informix 
by providing them with the nec- 
essary development tools. That 
has also helped. 

Open Systems is the trend and 
Informix is strong enough to lead 
this trend. Now that the field of 
RDBMS (.Relational Database 
Management Systems) is grow- 
ing. we are expecting a growth of 
some SO to 70 percent. 


the meanings of Arabic and Eng- 
lish words relieving you from the 
burden of separating the suffixes 
and prefixes and getting the word 
root 

Abjad Hawaz Dictionaiy goes 


beyond that to help you in case 
you are not quite sure of spelling 
of a wonl It's helpful enough to 
suggest possible alternatives for 
you to chose from. 

Abjad Hawaz offers Arabic 
and English Interfaces, On-Line 
Help and Windows features of 
copy, cut and paste the words 
from and to the dictionary. 

InfoArab are marketing this 
dictionary as “the sole morpho- 
logically based Arabic/English 
and English/Arabic Dictionary." 
This is not necessarily true since 
A1 Alamiah has had such a dic- 
tionary under Sakr Windows 
Arabization for sometime. Still, it 
is the first of its kind under 
Microsoft Windows. 

However, there’s a new dic- 
tionary under Windows called A 1 
Mawrid which has recently made 
its debut. 


On contacting A1 Nasher 
Technical Services, they said 
they had A1 Mawrid under Win- 
dows and that it was definitely a 
morphologically-based Arabic/ 
English and English/Arabic 
dictionary. 

This should escalate the com- 
petition even further, which is 
good to give Arabic computer 
users a choice of a comprehen- 
sive Arabic and English diction- 
ary under Microsoft Windows. 

We'll keep you posted on 
things happening in that area. If 
you'd like to give Abjad Hawaz a 
look, you can contact Arabic 
Information Systems (InfoArab) 
on the following address: Egypi- 
Cairo-PO Box 1733 Dokki. 
InfoArab can be reached on tele- 
phone (202) 3605707 and fax 
(202) 36083S6. ■ 
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Hasoub or Kumbyutar 


News Update 


Lotus User Group in the 
Middle East 


tor of Lotus Middle East. Neil 
Hudspith, and a number of other 


it's even more exciting because it 
will see the launch of the Power 


How has Infdrmix managed 
to challenge Oracle, a major 
supplier in database manage- 
ment systems supplier in our 
region? 

We have achieved this by basi- 
cally giving our clients more 
choices. We have a number of 
solutions on offer, we’re follow- 


• The fust Lotus User Group has 
been set up in the Middle East, in 
conjunction with the Saudi Com- 
puter Show '94. 

The chairman of the user 
group in Saudi Arabia, Blair 
Duncan, is very ‘glad with Lotus' 
response to the setting up of the 
Lotus User Group and the fact 
that Lotus has shown a 
commitment. 

The group's first meeting of 
1994 took place earlier “this 
month and was attended by repre- 
sentatives from over 20 different 
Saudi industries. It was also 
attended by the managing direc- 


prominent figures in the Middle 
East IT industry. 


East IT industry. 

Lotus themselves are also 
quite happy with this type of 
interaction between their com- 
pany and the users. 


Power ‘94 Expo. 


Ideal Systems, distributors for 
(pie Computers in Jordan, are 


holding their annual Apple Expo, 
this year called Power '94, from 


4 and 6 May at the Amman Mar- 
riott Hotel. 

This show has always been a 
big event for the Jordanian com- 
puter community, but this year 


Macintosh systems in Jordan. 

The Power Macintoshes are 
Apple’s PowerPC computer sys- 
tems. which are expected to open 
a new chapter in computing by 
creating a new computer standard 
supported so far by IBM.- Apple 
and a number of computer ven- 
dors interested in licensing the 
technology. 

For more information on the 
the Power ‘94 Expo, and the 
Power Macintosh systems, you 
can contact Ideal Systems at tele- 
phone number 676175. 


Energy-Star products 


regional office, Infoserv, view 


ing a dual strategy and we’re the 
only credible competitor to 


Do you owe this success to 
your emphasis on Open Sys- 
tems, seeing as they seem to be 
the future direction for data- 
base management systems? 

All wc ever did was push Open 
Systems, opposed to proprietary- 
based systems. We have also 


only credible competitor to 
Oracle. 

Now, with version 6.0 of Infor- 
mix On-line, we’ve also got 
higher performance. Not to men- 
tion the heavier emphasis in 
marketing. 

I would say. at the moment, 
that Oracle are falling behind on 
the technology and spending a lot 
of effort on marketing. 


the potential of the Jordanian 
market, especially since it is 


market, especially since It is 
much smaller than others in 
die region, such as the huge 


Egyptian market? 
We view the J* 


How -does the Informix 


We view the Jordanian and 
Egyptian markets, in particular, 
to oe more mature than others, 
and that’s why we're targeting 
them both seriously. 

In 1992, the database manage- 
ment and fourth generation lan- 
guages market in Jordan was 
worth around JD 300,000. In 


1993 it has grown to some JD 
650,000. You can understand 
how much growth potential there 
is for this market in Jordan. 

The main reason for this is that 
there are a number of downsizing 
and hardware replacement pro- 
jects under way. 

Our regional office has 
appointed Autographies as our 
distributor in Jordan because we 
are confident that they should 
secure support to users and 
ensure proper handling of the 
local market. ■ 


• The Energy-Star standard, set 
by the US government to guaran- 
tee that computer products are 
environmentally friendly and 
save energy, is being met by 
most computer manufacturers. 

Hewlett-Packard (HP) has 
announced two new monitors 
which conform with the Energy- 
Star standard for energy 
consumption. 

These monitors actually save 
80 percem of the energy used in 
regular HP monitors. 

NCR’s new PC, called the 
NCR 3227. is a 486 PC which 
conforms to the Energy-Star stan- 
dard too. 
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"COMPUTER," THAT universally understood term bas bera 
translated into different languages but has always , nmaged to 
stay alive on the tongues of people alongside whatever transla- 

“&s “computer- and Hasoub in the 
When we write and speak in Arabic. However, tots 
Waning to create a problem. You have to ch £ c 
stick to it A big part of the problem seems to be that there rsn t 
SJ ^memoTone single, satisfactory Arabic word for 

" C aTK A1 Arabi. which is one of the Arab La^ag^nsor- 
Hums, believe that a computer is a calculating machine ^ 
fore an Arabic name can be derived from theve* ^ulate 
in Arabic, which is Hasaba. The result has ^ P^ ofvan- 
aiions on the verb ranging from a simple Arabm tram^OT of 
calculator to a complex phrase meaning digital computing 

m Arabic countries which have adopted the //asobfl 
failed 10 reach a general consensus on a single ^ 

we usually call it Hasoub. the plural of which is Hasibar. Iraqis 
call it Hasebah Aliyah . meaning a calculating machine. 

Variations on that term include Haseb Ah. the masculine 
phrase for the Iraqi feminine term; and a plan name lute Haseb. 

If we seem to be facing a mess on this side of the Arab world, 
von should see wbar a totally different approach the North Am- 

^eing 1 influenced by French culture, A1 Maghreb betieved any 
Arabic translation for a computer had to come from the French 
name for a computer, which doesn't even mean a computer. The 
French call it “L’Ordinaieur” because they think that it s an orto- 
nating machine rather than just a calculating one. Hence, the 
Moroccans went for the Arabic translation and came up with the 
new Arabic term for an ordinating machine which is Naihema. 

Adding to this mess arc the Egyptians who have already con- 
jugated the English word “computer” and came up with a host of 
Arabic verbs and adverbs. They actually use ibe words “camp- 
tara. Yocampter” to refer to “computing." Some think that such a 
practice is butchering the Arabic language. 

At least, there seems to be a general state of agreement that we 
we should have an Arabic word. The problem seems to be in 
finding that word and what basis to use. 

Looking back at other English terms which found there way 
into the Arabic language, either translated or not; terms like 
'radio' and Television’ come to mind. These terms have Arabic 
translations which are rarely used. I usually don't hear anyone 
refer to a TV as a Tilfaz or a radio as a MUhiah. Some people 
chink that the Arabic terms are a mouthful. 

But then you have things which have worked like the com- 
monly used word for an automobile which is Sayarah. Now, that 
word is as Arabic as you can get. 

Many people used to laugh at it at first, but now it's the stan- 
dard word and we're glad to use iL 
The point here is to keep our own identity and create a terra 
for the most important technology and information tool of the 
century. Such an important tool bas to he given a clear under- 
standable name to Arab men and women on the streets and in 
homes and offices. We are actually starting to manufacture com- 
puters and we still don’t know what to call them. 

It’s just too bad that we still can't agree on one single term to 
generalize and popularize all over the Arab world. Maybe we'll 
end up. as a result using a direct Arabic translation of the word 
“computer." With our English accent, it’ll probably sound tike 
"Kambyootar" or something else equally deformed. 

Maybe that will be the case with the word “computer” eventu- 
ally. For now, I don’t mind using Hasoub in mv Arabic text, do 
you?B 
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Peugeot 106’s Griffe and XSi: 

Refined with more power and 
the right price tag 


By Bilal Hyjawi 
Special to The Star 



THE FRENCH company 
gave 1200 jounalists and 
car experts keys to its Peu- 
got 1 06 Griffe and 106XSi 
to test drive them through 
Jordan. Egypt andr other 
Middle Eastern countries. 
The Middle East became 
host to Peugeot's biggest- 
cver promotional program 
which lasted for Lhree 
months. This week Jorda- 
nian journalists finished 
their assessment of 
Peugeot's new 106 models 
closing an Aqaba Petra 
loop. 

Their opinion, well — 
Peugeot "has outdone itself. 
Peugeot's 26 versions of 
the 106 range combine the 
two most important fea- 
tures consumers seek when 
they're ready for a new car 
purchase; the basics are 
there while the car's crea- 
ture comfon amneties have 







=*- «* 



the price is affordable. r 

*3325 1994 106 XSi 

655,000 model 1 06s. with 

three and five doors and diesel and pet- ,r0 ™ — a 

n j*. i r . smn C 


rol engines. Peugeot’s surprise however 
is their new luxury 106 Griffe. entering 


the French market in May 1994. Under 
the hood, Griffe is powered by a 90 
horse power. 1587 cc engine. Offered in 
four special body finishes, it drives on 
13 inch alloy wheels. Griffe comes with 
Standard tinted windows — electric in the 


from — and external rear view mirrors 
and the Griffe signature on the tailgate. 
Other features for the Griffe are leather 
seats with head restraints for front and 
back seats. The radio is another standard 
opuon and comes with four speakers. 

The car's engine thrusts ihe car to 100 
kilometers/hour in 10.4 seconds allow- 
ing it a maximum speed of 180 fcm/h. 


3 TIMES A WEEK 


Gulf Air now flies from Amman to 
A1 Ain via Bahrain every Monday and 
Friday, and via Doha every Thursday*. 
Whichever class you travel, you'll fly in 


comfort and style, enjoying our 
traditional hospitality. Come fly with 
us and discover the international smile 
of the Gulf. 



’ Effrttiiv from ISth June 1994 




FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTES AND SERVICES, CONTACT YOUR LOCAL 
TRAVEL AGENT OR GULF AIR ON 653613. 


The interior of Peugeot’s 106 XSi 


All this performance is made possible 
JP\ ex cellent fuel consumption ratio 
of 6.8 liters/ 100km. 

For those who need more power in 
foe Peugeot 1°6 model, the XSi should* 
be weir choice. First appearing in Sep-- 
tember 1991, with a 1360cc and 95 hp 
^ new,y evoJved XSi takes on 
a 1587CC powerplant giving 105 hp. 

— i Losing neither its name nor its ori»- 
na! personality, the new 106 XSi has 
all It takes to satisfy the customer. 
L^an athlete dressed for the city, 
aSi hides its unleashed power under 
an elegantly discrete exterior, onlv to 
be given away by the telltale emblem 
on the hatch and its alloy wheels 
shod with their 175/6WR14H tires, 
i ne Abi has a special waistline (front 
and rear bumpers, spot lamps, flared 
arches, rear spoiler), tinted and elec- 
tnc glass, heated external rear view 
mirrors, that give a very special feel- 
ing in the car’s interior. Other 
options include a sun roof, radio and 
hvo sensor AB$. The car’s maxi- 
mum speed is 195 km/hr with an 
registered a 10 sec 
0 to 100 km/hr. The 
106 XSi is still an economy car. On 

lnS 6, '? engine burns 7.6 litres/ 

c^FC^ te COndifeDi " g options 

? Wldy character of this fiery 

Sv^ 1S S ha5ize< ? b y the leather- 
steenng wfaeeL gear 

-J gmter, along witntheL^ 

Qrtwr^effect insert on the dasb^ 
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